THE «- DRY - GOODS - REVIEW.

WINDOW DRESSING.

CHRISTMAS DISPLAYS.

Mg HE Taronto dry gooils reinjlers

1 are now ina battle of holiday

window  denigning.  Nearly

cvery window on King, Yonge and

Queen streets has been the object of

extra attention during the past two
weeks.

One very noticenble featere i3 that
windows without plate glass are poss.
ed unnoticed, Another {x that plate
ginne must be shiningly clean to do
Justice to even the most brillinnt dis-
play. The store ,with its shining, glit
tering pancs ts much more atteactive
with a poorer display than ita neigh-
bor with a better display, but with
dingy windows,  Auother noticeable
point s that plush floor cloths are
weed to v great extent. These are
made up and kept for uso in tho win-
doww, and, althoegh the investment
woaonent jtem, yet the length of time
it stk makes it o small yearly ex-
penhiture. It iv wonderful what an
effeet o el background like this has
o n waindow., It adds at least 25
e eent. to the richness of ita appear-
ance.

sSpragn of holly and of evergreen, nat-
ural and artificial leaves, and flowers
have been very much used, but in very
small bunches, They are used only to
touch up xombre displays, not with
brathantly colored goods.  Moreover
they are nsed x0 as to draw attentijon
to the goods rnther than to themselves.
This i» a point which is too often
overlooked by wandow dressers.

Many of the designs are crude but
ariginal, and for that reason striking.
One of the best to e seen was thatof
« double bridge, built hiigh up so that
the top was cousiderable above the
rpectator’s cye. All the frame work
that was neederd was of single board
thickness, the thickness of the bridge
not showing. One archway was at
an angle of about 30 degrees with the
front of the window, and the second
span at right angles to that, and al-
moxt parallel with the side ot the win-
dow which bordered the entrance to
the doorway of the store. A white
boa fastened on the dome of the arch-
way made a neat fringe, and gave a
thick appearance to the structure. The
solid part of the structure was cover-
ed with sitkk haadkerchiefs, tacked by
thair centres, amd hanging in close and
graceful folds.On the top of cach Lride
wasn a large toy traun, thus adding
a sort of reality to the represcntation.
on the floor and half way throagh the
main archway was a ribbon bedecked
bicyele, astride o! which were two
beautiful dolls. Oa the floor of the
window were piled heaps o! differcot
articles, such a8 gloves, toys, handker-
w chiels, ete., each surmounted by a
motto card. The cffect was striking.
Not that it showed fast sciling goods,
but st drew attentjon to the store
This 18 not the aim of window dressing
at all seasons of the year, but it is at
thie particular season. Then to acer-
tam extent it showed goods especially
advertising the lines heaped on the
Bloor of the window.

Another design was the large sails of
a schooner, covered with fantasticnlly
arranged gauzy and othee fancy hand-
kerchiels. The boat was represcvated
by a board running diagonally ucross
the window floor, and covered with

plush, the mast riaing from the cen-
tre.

Another design was n mnrriage
ceremony, with pretty pagea of afl
nigen and deacriptiona, It was uesed
to draw attention to varions lines of
prescats which were exlubited in the
window,

Many of the windows were beautiful
with an atundant display of holiday
novelties of all kinds; staple goods
being relegntet to the shelves for the
time being. The more gorgeour the
displays the greater crowds they seeni-
cd to attract.

A GOOD PICTORIAL WINDOW.

‘It Sclls Goods,' s the teat which
The Dry Gooda Feonomiat usacs in de-
ciding upon the werity of any window
decoration {dea. It i8 not nlways ne-
cesnary that prices should be given
on the goode which you have in the
window, but it is necessary that every-
thing which goen into the window as
o part of tho make-up should be first
clags. A Ince window, with a sign
that shows age and ragged ecdiges, i
not allowable. If tho goods §n the win-
dow arc the most fnscinnting creations
of the age, you will “boteh’ the whole
thing by haviung dusty or rusty rods,
dirty window cakjngs, cither insfde or
out. Don't wait until all the putty
has cracked away from the gluss be-
fore you repair it, but examine every-
thing every time you cnter the win-
dow to trim it, and make good auy
unsightly appearance at once.

Realistic windows may he cuployed
in selling goods. The fancy goods and
art department should have & display
once in a while,

Do not attempt to tnake it too much
ot an aftair. Uso onc-half the depth
o! the window. You can use some rich
shade of China silk or Canton flannel
to make your window smaller in ap-
pearance, and bring such a  display
neaver the glass. Artistic placing and
proper companijonship are sure to pro-
duce an eflective window of faucy ar-
ticles.

If anything is to be criticised in this
window it would be that there is too
much in it. Don't try to show too
much, but preserve a daintiness which
permits each gem to produce its own
result in attracting. If this is done,
the window which has but ten piec~a
in it has an aggre ‘ate of ten attrac-
tions. i

S8OME ABUSES.

A writer in the Dry Goods Economlst
eriticleen complicated designs, and from
his remaras the following is taken *

! When we pasy from the Iarge cities
to the smaller towns, there we occa-
sionally meet strange frenks Mr. K
i possibly lstening toa very dry ser-
mon, and hi mind goes wandering
about sccking for some good idea to
gt up busincss. It ovcurs to him that
a mode} in his window of the new city
hall or post office or soldiers’ monu-
meat would be a drawing card, so
hic hears no wmore of the scrmon By
Monday moruing the idea has full pou
ression of his mind, and for the next
two or three days he is at the back
of the store busy planning the great
design. Thursday, Friday and Satur.
day are devoted to the hulding of the
‘model and its accessories. A whole
week has been devoted to this great
work, during which every interrupting
tustomer fclt he was an annoyance to
Mr. K. She rould see it in ik oyes and
in his teeth, although he smiled in his
most lavish maunner ; {they kuew that

he waa mad, nnd they felt aggrieved,
at leant hey were angry enough to
make up ther minds “*not to trouble
Me. K. any gnore; there were lota of
othet storen in town, Just as good ns
Mr. K v Buminesee genernlly negleet-
ol nnd Castomers snubbed v the hin.
tory of the fowt week of the grent
work,

Srcomd week, Monday A, M. The

curtaun i drawn and the great dia.
play s now in progresn of Iwing finisl.
ed. Everything is now subordinated
to that grent work, 8pools of cotton,
linen, witk, ote., ete. are  gathereds
groupsd and vegrouped, built uwp and
knocked down, hniilt up and knocked
down agnim, Wt on goes the work,
Every clerk is now exeited, and thele
fncen plainly &y to cuxtomers, ** Oh!
why do you bother me ; don't you seo
I am busy."* The work progresses e
pomibly  Thurmalany morning the cur
taan rijee, aud ** The New Post Offfee,”
* City Hall” or “Soldiera’ Monument*
appears i all {ta buttom and spool
glory. Mr. K. awnd hin clerka are now
all wmiles. ** Wo did that” ia plainty
written on thelr faces, and the crowd
stands on the sidewalk and admires it
Not one of them offrrs to huy it and
carry it home and put it up In the
parlor. Mr. K. would be surprised
it anybody offered to, for it was not
made toaell; it was made to be lonk
cd at—'"only that, nothing more."”

Mr. K.'s neighbors avail themselves

of thix opportunity made for them by
‘Mr. K., 80 thay dmplay in the most
Insemnting manner possidle, millinery,
clockn, dress goods, horiery, gloves,
ete., even spools and buttons, but all
to entiee people to buy. 8o Mr. K.
hias the crowd of admarers on the slle-
walk hw neghbors have the people
meide, tempted there by the practical
enticements of their window displays

What are the net results to Mr. K.?

Low of a weck and a half of atteution
to business, and loss of many custom
crs by want of proper courtesy and
attention. Has the great work paid
Mr. K.? Certuinly not.

It it scems thint I ‘am writing against

professional window dressers, it is only
a sceming, for thvy are now necessitics
in all large houses. My object s to
call attention to practical and unprac-
tical window dressing.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Wo soifoit letters from our readers on hasi.

nosa toplos. A practical merchant's views are al.
ways of groat value to othoers in the samo busi.
noss, aod wo should 1.0 pleasod to havo our paper
mado the madium of oxchanging such opfnions
aod experionces.

KLKVEN FPIRST MK DALK,
JOHN MACDONALD & COS, TURONLO.

“FITS LIKE A GLOVE.

THOMSON’S

ENGLISH MADE,

Glove Fitting, long Walsted, cpate MakK

CORSETS

i At Popular Pricos.
W TAe l'erfertion Shape,
i Kok w%umﬁ.q
APPHOVED by the
wholo plito world
RAlLK OFVElR
ONE MILLION PAIRS
ANNUMLLY,
A larzo stork of theso

GULD VALUE Cor ets
always on hand at

MANUYPACTUNRRS
W. 8. THOMEON & CO., LIMITED. LONDON,

Koo that overy Coreat s marked * THOMSON'S

GLAOVE FITTING, and bears onr Teado Mark,
the C ywn. Noothors sre gonuine.
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