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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETIE.

The confusion in the popular mind on the nature
of tho distinction between them is already suffi-
ciently great witbout our doing ought to render
it greater. Tho writer, thercfore, is conscien-
tioualiy .
}ay missionnries or acrif.turo readers,
employed in cvers town parish with tho most;
beneficial effect.

If tho territorinl limits of cach parieh wero,
defincd, 8 young man of respeotability and intelli-

opposcd to all such names and offices as
Ho thinks, "
howerver, that a Iny assistant as such might be,

;judgo by his own cxpcricnco{ to bo too careful of |
the apirit in which it is fulfilled; thero is a strong
Itondoucy to allow it to sink down to the lev.2 of
i 8 duty which we daro not neglect, but which we
j roluctantly perform, jnstead of regarding it s o
labourof lovo tobo gladly undertaken out of regard
to tho souls for whom Chrigt died,

Not to be weary in well-doing, is n scriptural
precept which very strongly applies to this
department of our work, and tho ouly way to,
avoid such weariness to which our poor, weak,
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bearing upon our dutics than for the forms of
prayer which thoy provide. In Bishop Arm-
strong’s beautiful littlo manual howerver, called
¢+ The Pastor in his Closet,” wo have an aid to
our devotion which no clergyman should bo with-
out. If thoso beautiful prayers could be slightly
ro-cast, and if evening devotions could bo added
to them breathing tho samo spirit of devout
humility and loving tender care for thio immortal
well-being of Christ’s Church aud people, and tho
same anxious desiro for grace,to enablo ua to fulfil

genco might be engaged Tur some sixty pounds worldly hiearts are o proue, is to maintain, by all jour dutics toward them it would bo n gift foa
For annum, whoso ostensible character should e, proper nicans, a deep and Jively senso of tho,| which no parigh priést could be too thankful.

that of a parochinl church book agent, as beside

the good arising from tho work suggested by tho

namo of his office, it would afford a suficicnt and

accoptable reason for his visits to tho parishioners
without tho appearance of unauthorised intrusion.

Hle should endeavour to scll at fair prices Bibles,

prajer books, and sound publications of s

religious character; and such profit as should

accrue from tho sale, should bo his own per-

quisite, .

His field of operations should of course, be
the parish with which he is connected. Ho
should leave no atreet, court, or lane, until ithad
been thoroughly visited, and o xecord mado of all
the inhebitants, with such particulars as he
conld gather regarding thoir rcligious opinions, |
characters, aud circumstances.

It should be bis duty to adord every iaforma-
tion to tho families visited, concerning the purish’
churod, the hours of scrvices, Sunday and d
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s priceless valuo of the souls committed to our
! care, and of tho weight of responsibility develv- |
ing upon us.

Thero aro two or three methods which, in the
judgment of tho writer, should tend to produco
theso results.

The firet is the frequent study, after the Holy
Scriptures, of good, carnest-toned books on the
duties of tho ministerial office. Among the many
difficultics and discouragements with which wo
aro cncompassed, it is onc of tho most hopeful
signs of tho times that so many of such books
should bo written, and that they should be so
eagerly read. I

Brydge’s, thou,a somewhat out of date, and,
very distinctly belonging to the Jower school of
theology, contains, especially in the earlier portion, i
much that is useful. Evans’ Bishopric of Soulsis.
invalunble. Munro on Parochial Works, though |
mostly adapted to England, has much that is ex-

Lastly, to kegp us alive to tho greatness of our
work and to obtain tho grace.which is neccssary
to doit, we nced, as hias been well said, ¢‘a broader
and decper stream of prayoer than can flow from
our own souls.,” We¢ very urgently need the
prayers of our people—but this blessing which.
they have it in their power to confer upon us, we:
receive, it is to bo feared, but sparingly. This
sad truth that our people are more disposed to:
criticiso than to pray for us, may in sume dogroe-
be attributed to the too gencral ncgléct of the
Ember scasons, and it has often scemed to the
writer, that if somo special forms of prayer were
distributed among our people and carnest ex-
hortations to use them on our bebalf during these
seasons, were addressed to them, that many of
tho more devout and stablo souls might bo lodi
to perform this duty on our bebalf who now from.
mero forgetfulness neglect it.

1f morcover, in these days when special and:

schools, the names nud residenco of tho clergy, | cellent, his sermons on tho responsibilitics of the, additional services are being suggested, ths
with their willingness to minister to any oney ministcriulofﬁcearoycrysenrcbingnndawnkening.. Bishop with the sanction of the Synod wounld

needing their services, and in cases of poverty, ) Blunt's Duties of tho Parish Priest; Hegatis’|
gioknesy, or aflliction, to report them to the parish | Bmber lours; and last, and perhaps best of all,

priest without delay.

1o should bo cxpected to be present in the
Sunday School, provided with a completo register
of all the cbildren, with their names, ages, nnd
places of nbode. A list of those absent hould
be made by him, and his invarisble work ou
Monday (and if necessary on Tuesdsy) skould be
to visit tho parents of these children, ascertain
tho cause of absence, nud cxhort them to regu-
arity.

: luycaacs wlcre books or tracts were not likely
to bo purchased, ho might bo furnished with
somo of tho latter for distribution,

Oun 8aturday, & day when all visitation of the
poar should bo abstained from, his duty should
bo to enter fairly in books, to be kept for that
purpose, a report of tho week's work. These
books should be indexed, one for the names of
the familics, the other with the names of tho
streets, and each name should Lo entered in both
books.

With such an assistant, constantly revolving
round tho parish, the clergyman would obtain a
hold upon it which could vot othorwiso ho ob-
tainod, o large amount of valuable time would bo
saved, and his pastoral visits would be directed
to those quarters whero thoy were most likely 6
bo efficient.

Tho remarks and suggestions which have now
been made on this very important subject, have,
notwithstanding all attempts at brevity, extended |
far beyond what the wruter originally antcipated |
or intended. He must, therefore, relinquish the
purpose previously expressed, of adverting to
that difficult department of pastoral ministration
~—the vimung of the sick—n duty of imperious
obligation, to treat of which with point and clear-
nees, and yet more to dischaige which with pro-
per cffcot, demands 8 wisdom, tenderness, skill,
and devotion, to which the. writer is not presump-
tuous enough to lay claim.

As regards.thay part- of our office which has
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the Bishop of Oxford’s ordiuation addresses, aro
;books that we should often read, and being so
read, they could hardly fail to rouse us to that
diligence and Inbour that becomes our office.

Secondly—There is great nced that we should
bo more devout in our supplications to Him who
is the Great Shepherd and Bishop of all our souls,
that he would grant unto us such measures of
Iiis own Spirit, as will make us able ministers of
the New Testament, for who, in the painful con-
viction of bis own weakness and unworthiness,
bas not felt that it must be a power that is more
than human, that can coable us to fulfil so
weighty a work as that to which we aro called.

The love of Christ must vonstrain us to love
and labour for thosc whom He has redeemed, or
else our work will grow cold and formal, but
that lovo can only be made to glow with a
calm and steady radiance by the bieath of the
Divine Spirit shed upon our hearts in answer to
our curncst supplications.

We are full of weakness however, we know

j what is right Lut wo often fail in its perfurmance,
we want belp in almost every thing, and
nothing more than in our prayers for our people.
{Evan’s in his Bishopric of Spuls tells us that the
parish priest comes in from his clergy’s work,
with his heart and mind full of the needs and |
j dengers of Ins fluck, end faling down before God ;
pours furth in unpremeditated words his earncst
Imlcrccssxons on their behalf. Ie asserts thaty,
yfurms of prayer are wsufficieat fur such moments
and ecrve tv hamper rather than io help un.y
i Duubtless thero are such moments, and ho can he;
littlo in carnest in s awful wurk who has not|
experienced them, but atall events for us feebler
and less ardent souls—these moments are the
cxception and not the rule, and wearied and
jaded with long continued labour, we often nced
the help that carnest and holy forms provido; ,of
this kind of help-howover the clergy bave com-
paratively little  Helo’s Offices are more valuable
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frame a form of prayer for those times, having a3
muck reference to those already at work, as to
thoso about to be ordained, a point and foree
would be given to them that would tend much ta
the spiritual welfare of both priests and people.

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

A general confirmation was hold m Christ o
Church Cathedral, for tho city of Montreal, ot
Suaday 24th March, at afternoon service. AdL
the clergy of-the city were present. By far the-

{| largest congregation ever gathcred togethier withe

in the walls of that fino building, were assembled,
on this occasion ; and great numbers were obhigeds
to go away, being unable to find even standing
room ; owing to the carcful arrangements made,
and the assistance given by tho several Clergy,,
the Churchwardens, and some mewbers of tile
vestry, the most perfect order was preserved.
throughout; and the candidates for confirmation
were enabled to take their places to receive the
imposition of hands from tho Bishop, and returm
to their seats without the least confusion. Thex
occupted tho pews in front of tho reading desk,.
0 tho centre of tho Church, and scemed to be
much impressed with a sense of the amportance
of the ordinanco of which they wero about to be-
comeo partakers, There were 311 in all: from:
the Cathedral, 116; St. George’s, 86; Trinity, GO .
St. Stephen’s, 27; St. Luke'’s, 15; and from the
Garrison, 9; of whom 125 were males, and 180
females. Tlus is o very considerable advance o
the numbers at any previous coufirmation fur the
city. At the last general coufirmation held 19th
September, 1868, the numbers were 201, Be-
foroe tho impusition of hands, the Bishop deliveredt
an addresg to them, briefly puivting. out the
meaniog of the rite, and carnestly cxborting
them to watchfulness and prayer, that they wight
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were
callll. His Lordship’s address was distinctly
heard . in every part of the building, by all pre-
sent, and seemed, to be listeued to with much at-

been treated ofy it is impossible (if the writer msy

for their admirable arraugement of scriptare.,

tention. This is the commencement of the fourth



