wound that made my heart jurnp with
joy 1 heard alelgbbells and then fa-
ther's volee shoutlng to the horse.
ePather bos come,” gald 1.

Samue) made one leap and was goue,
rushing through the kitchen and out
the back door.

1 o and unbolted the south door,
and there wore father aod mother,
come home sooner than 1 expected.
\When 1 saw thelr faces, T just broke
down and sobbed and soblied and told
thern all about 1t 1o sueh queer suateh-
es that they thought at first | was out
of my mind. Father sald arterward
that lie never heard such u jumble of
popeorn ballx and seeret drawers and
Samuels. When father alrly under
stood what tad dbappened, be lighted
the lantern and senrched out v the
barn nod the sheds to be sure thet:
Samuel wns got lurklng about the
promiges, but he did not find him. Fa-
ther snld he knew the man; that he
belonged to a good family, but hiad |
been rort of shiftless and uniucky.

When we were all settled down
again for the night and | feit sc ~fe
and Lappy with father and mother at
tome. 1 could not help feellng troubled
ahout poor Samuel out in the storm. 1
lioped e would aot dle of cold amd be
found dead when the snow meited in
the spring. There was quite & severs |
suowstorm. That was the reason why
tather and mother had rew.hed home
s0 late. ‘I'hey had been obliged todrive :
slowly on accouut of the gathering:
8I10W,

We were just sitting dowan to our

Chrlstinas dluner next day when we -
all stopped and listened. Then the
sound came again ard we were sure
that sotnebody was out in the storis
calliug falotly for | Ip.

*1t I8 the wan?!™ » d wother. Do 50
quick as you can’' Mother had bren
worrylng about Snmnnel ail day. She
sald she dld not wany b to perisn it
be had tricd to wiong us, and father
had been all arowm | the farm looking
for him. He thoug t. however, that he
had gone down to the village the night
before.

We opened the door. and we could
hear the calls for help quite plainly.
Father pulled on his big boots and
started out. The storm was very thick.
Soon we could not sce father, but we
could hear his shouts and the falng
cries 1 respouse, and then we saw fa-
ther caming baek balf carrying Samucl
J. Wedherhed.

Samuel was pretty well exbausted,
besides belug frightened and asbawmed
when le saw where be was, back In
the house of the wan be had tried to
rob. He tried to stop on the threshold
of the outer door, spent as he was, 1
guess you—dob't—-kunow,” he began,
but father Interrupted him. *“Come
alrog In!" cried father In a bhearty way
toat be bas. “You havs bien good to
my children, and as long as you didn’t
<o what yau sct out to there's no use
talkirZ about .

Sumuei was pretty well exhausted,
He Liad speat the night tn an old barn
on the other side of the tmountain and
had been flonndering about in clrcles
all day, trying to 4nd the rond. How-
ever, he was able to cat some Christ.
mas dluner with us, though he hesitat.
ed about that, as lLie had done about cn-
terlng the door, and ail of a sudden hie
¢ opped bls knife and fork, bent his
t:ad down over his plate, aud we saw
that he was crying, though we tried to
take nuo notlce.

Samuel stald with us that night and

was present at the Christinas tree,
though he scemed very sober and dash-
ed bhis baund across lla eves & wool

CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL.

December, 1000.

. l
meny times when his name was calledi
out and he got his lttle prescnts. ,

The next dov the storm had stopped, |
and father put the Lorse in the sleigh |
and took Samuel down to Lebanon to|
take the train. We never saw him |
agaln after be had shaken hands with
us all and thanked mother in a voice |
that trembled so that be could scarcely
speak aud fatber bad driven him off fu
the sleigh. |

That day we girls pulicd the corn
balls to pivces and found the bills fn- |
gide, not sticky at all. The next day
father took the money to the banpk,
though hie said he didn't know but corn
balls wvere safer, siuce robbers kuew!
that money was In banks, but he didn‘t.
think they had any suspiclon ol its b :
ing In corn balls,

We speat the next Christtnas In our,
old home In Wareville, for father and
Uncle Witllam bad made up and we
hind gone back there t¢ live. We had a f
tree, and the day before Cliristias o,
great box came by cexpress with a
handsome present for cach of us. There |
was no name sent with them, but we
alwaga knew ns well 28 we wanted to, |
and father and mother thought so, too,
that they bad come from Samuel J.
Wetherhed, why, we had heard, bad
settled out west and was dojug \'uryl
well. [

The Friendly Hand. !

When & man ain't got o cent, an’ he'a:
feclin’ kind o' blue, f

An' tie clouds hang dark an’ heavy, an'
won't lot the sunshine through,

It’s a great thing, O my brothren, fora
fellor just to I,

His hand upon your s{mu]der in a friend-
ly sort o' way !

It makes a man feel curious; it makes the
toar drops start,

An' you sort o feel a flutter in the region
o' your heact.

You can't look up aud meet his cyes ; you
don’t know what to say,

When his hand is on your shoulderina
friendly sort of way.

Ol, the world's a curious compound, with
its honoy an’ it'’s gall,

With its cares an’ hitter crosses ; but a
good world. after all,

An'a grod God must have made it—least-
«ays, that's what { say

When & hand rests on my shoulderin a
fricndly sort o’ way.

Jamss Wairconn Rivey.

—

Tricks for the Tongue.

Try to road the following sentences
aloud and quickly, repeating the shorter
ones half a dozon times in succussion :

Six thick thistle sticks.

Flush of freshly fried flying fish.

The serx ceaseth but it sufticeth us.

Give Grimes Jim's gilt gig whip.

Two toads, totally tired, tried to trot
to Tedbury.

Strict, strong Stophen Stringer snared
six sickly #ilky anakes.

She stood at the door of Mrs, Smith's
fish sauce shop, welcoming ham in.

Swan swam over the sca ; swim, swan,
swim ; swan swam back again; well)
SWUI, SWAN., _

A linddock. » haddock, a black-spotted |
haddock, a Wack spot on the back of al
black-spotted haddock. 1

Susan shineth ahoes and socks ; socks '
and shoes shinoth Suwin.  She coasoth:
shining shous and wocks, for shoes awd:
socks shock Suxran, '

Cananiry itaclf changvs its character:
when it becomes the subserviency of
w % right Lo rampant wrong.

THE ORDEAL BY GIFTS

A CHRISTMAS STORY DY PRTRR M'ARTAUR

{OCopyright, 1808, by P. McArthun)
ECAUSE Jean
was born on
Christmnas dsy no
one was curprised
at ber many little
pecullarities, She
certainly was*not
like other girls,”
and, although it
mnay seem iike
making too great
B) & concession to
the superstitious,
it must be adwit.
ted that her most
striking peculiarities were due to this ac
cident of birth. Of course it had nothing

| to do with her unlikeness to other girls in

being more beautiful than any of them,
Lut it certainly was the cause of a strange
tnoroseness tha* seemed to overwhelm
her every year when her birthday came
around. It was first noticed when she
was & child, and wise people said she
watld outgrow it, but they were wmis-
taken. Every year her birthday rought
& neriod of discontent, and because of a
strain of Scotch reticence in her nature
she would not explain what was weigh-
ing on her mind. It is true that as she
grew older she changed somewhat, but it
was in a way that wade this peculiarity
wore marked. When she was old erough
to have adwirers, it was noticed that she
almost {nvaciably broke off with them at
Clristmas, and when ssked to explain
her conduct she quoted from an ancient
ballad she had read at the seminary:
Who o Chiriat his day is borne
Shall rede aright both love and scorne

“Because I was born on Christmas,”
she used to say, “l1 have a power to
know which of my friends are true and
ahich are false, tut it 1 explain this
puwer to any one 1 ¢ :all Jose it.”’

Of course this scunded very absurd
{u the last years of the nineteenth cen-
tury, but it was finally demonstrated
that ber power had a thoroughly rea-
sonable Coundation. But it compelled
her to weed down her t-lends aud ad-.
nirers to a pitifully small group and
might have destroyed her life's bhappi-
nvss when the real Prince Charming
caine to woo but for the fact that
Cupid always looks after his own.

From the time she was 17 till she was
22 Jean dismissed from one to a dozen
admirers every Christmas without ex-
planation, and people were beginning
to beliave that she was doomed to die
an old maid. In the November of her
twentieth yemr she became engaged to
an attractive ycung wan, s&nd some
thought the spell was broken, but she
dismiased him so contumelioualy at
Christmas and with such outspoken
scorn that it became a saying among her
friends tbat she would never get mar
ried until & young man appeared who
could hold ber fancy through the Christ-
mas season. Bhe admitted the truth of
this statement and continuzd to walt
the coming of the right man.

Wbhen Harry Finlay came to the town
to act as cashier in the local bank, be
immediately strock up & warm triendship
with the beautifu) but decidedly peculiar
gitl. Well meaning friends warned him
of her Christmas bhabits, but in hie
eyes the touch of mystery only added to
her charm. He paid court to her ardent-
Iy and with such success that towart
the end of autumn she consented to be
bis wife. But when he agked that she
wait for & year until he received an ex-
pected prometion to tha position of man-
ager she showed aigns of uneasiness,

and when, in addition, he asked ber to
de patient with bim until he couid af-

ford to get her such an ocogagement ring
as he though* should be placed ob her
finger she was almost Moved (o tears,
but would not explain why. The truth
was that she teciprocated his love zo
warmly that sba would gladly have mar-

' ned bim out o¢ hand and avolded the

Curlstmas test. but now he was laying
ttmselt open to it. ludeed he was ap-
proaching it with even worse prospects
than any of his predecessors. Harey
suspected the cause of Ler uneasiness

WELL MRANING FRIRNDS WARNKD RIM "W
AXR CRRISTMAS RABITS.
andg asked ner to expratn, dut much as
she would have liked to warn him of
the snare intc which all her previous
admirers had tillen she could not do so,
for she had rvegistered & vow to keep her
secret. She did promise, however, that
it be escaped the danger she would ex-
plain everything to him after Christinas.

“If you love me truly and are the no-
ble, generous soul I believe you to be,
there is no dangor,” she said to bim”

4] am not 80 sure of my nobility and
generosity,” he said, “but I am very sure
that I love you, and [ will walk as cir
cumspectly as I can.”

As the Christmas season came around
Jean's anxiety increased; but, like the
healthy, big heerted soul he was, Harry
practically dismissed the whole matter
fiom his mind and went his way as it he
were not undergoing a test on which his
whole fv?1re happiness depended.

As the little jeweler in the town did not
fhiave a very {arpe assortmeust of prescuts
Harry found it difiicult to select a suita.
ble one for Jean. He wanted to give her
something out of the common run, but as
he felt that in view of th> necessity for
saving mouney toward housekeeping he
must not spend more than $10 his dif-

“*WRLL, I Cais IT A SKIX GANR™
culty was sreatly {acreased. In order to
ticlp him out the jeweler gave him an {l-
lustrated catalogue aud told him to selact
the design he wanted and he would scnd
to the city for it. Harry acted on the
suggestion and worked over tnat cata-
logue for almoat a week. He marked at
least 20 designs of pins, brooches, bracs-
lets and such trinkets before he decided
ot a brooch that took bis fancy. He
thea took a rubber and erased the marke
S had made before designg be had vy

[



