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of :tho erudile few. Abstruse lhemies,
and chemical analyses are so far from '
generally benefiting the agrienMural po.

pulntion of this Province, as at present
constituted, that they frequently cexeite,
in the unscientific reader, reprzranen and
distaste ; indeed a farmer, of muech more
than average inteMizence, wham [ lately

recommended to take the Neweastle Far.
mer, objected that it contained so much

NEWCASTLE -FARMER.

I will now relate tho result of an expe. l
riment upan a clover lay, which is ono of
the beat preparations for a crop of wheat
it it has been proparly laid down, and is
not more than one season old 3 some years
agy. i the taenth of Apnl, T purchasad
amd entered ipoa a farm which had been
fa froawell ealtivated, I foynd thereon
a twdive acre fivld vi elover, ont year old g
the ol wis n sound loam, selficiently

hardly fuil of sufiering more or less. For
shus danger there appears 1o be no avail.
able remedy. [ never knew but a singlo
instance in which it was attempted.

A farmer had some five or six acres of
wheat, on which the snow lay equally till
late in the spring 3 by digging through tho
snow he found there was no f ost, and thus
his wheat was in danger of suffucation.

The snow was there about a foot in

matter which he cauld not unlerstand, | hravy to produce guod wheat; the crop | depth and very compact, but by-aking
that.he did not feel inclinod to da sn,amd of ebiner proved muldling, about & ton | advantage of its sofiness in the mididla.of

added that his neighbours, whn were sub.
scrihers and had leat him all the pahe
lished numbers, were of the same opinion.
I would by no means ecchew science
or sciontific investivation, but all thearing
should bo practically and intelhgibly il
Justruted.  Such letters as those of Mr.
Vernon and “ A Cavan Farmer,” (\ltho’
I eannot entirely agree with the Titter,)
are calcilated to impart or produce, hy
eliciting discuszion, mare nsefu! inforp.
tion, “in these digaings”’ (hwn sl S'r
Humphrey Davy’s analyses of soils and
vegelablos, I fear that many practical
men are too modest, or, like myself) (oo
idie, to impart their expericnce to ticlr
brother farmers through the medium of
the Newcastle Farmer.” ‘Ihis letter will,
however, shew that T am not incarrigible,
and [ hope others will be induced to make
a similar mamfestation.  ‘Chere are seve.
ral important subjects upan which it is
my intention to address yous among
others, on.the erroncouns principles upon
which Agricnltural Societies are con-
ducted in this and most other counirices,
—the cobirse of crops nnd management
of moderate sized furms,—the best inodes
of preparing land for certain craps,—Fall
ploughing,~—the cuiture of valuable rools
and plants almost or quite unknown in
this Province, and other matiors of equal
importance. Of onc thing you and your
readers may rest assured, namely, that all
‘my comnunications wiil consist of fucls.
Having intunated that I do not entirely
-agroo.with “ A Cavan Farmer,” it is pro.
per 6 state in what respect we differ, and
I shall feel great pleasure in discussing
any subject with so intelligent a Corress
pondent.  Lwillin the first place remark, ‘
‘that his obscrvations relative to the prev
paration of old meadow and pasture for
the production of a crap of wieat, are so
expressed that some may suppose ho con.
sidered a-single ploughing thereof a spe-
«cies of falloio. [ have two or three times
tried -the method which be recammends,
‘but never with success, and much-prefer
a-crop of early peas, in-the first instance,
thickly sown and supplied with.plaster at
the rate of a bushel peracre; foralthough |
they might run too much to haum to be |
wery-productive of grain, they would not |
-only yield an abundance of valuable fod-
der, but by completely occupying and |
shading the ground, render it-clean-and
An good order for a crop of wheat, which
would -be much more benefited by the
plaster than if it wero anplied fresh, in
which way.it.has little effect upon whent, |
«outs; ar-barley. ‘

|

. —~and particularly to some of your cor-

. subject of the sufiheation of wheat,— I now

and U half per acre,  1n the beginning
of Septemb. ¢ | breke it wp, preparatory
for wheat. Ono hall was ploughed with
two ploughs, the first of which tuened a
furrow nine inches wide and about five
derp iy the scconld folloived immedintely
in tiic same track, at the depth of five
inches, thrawing the carth upan the fur.
tow jist tarned, sod thas making the
movod sal about cight inches deep; the
re aaining «ix acres were well turned over
by a single ploagh. ‘The whole crop ri-
pened nearly at the same time, but there
was an immense difference in the pro.
duei s the part which had been prepared
with two ploughs yiclding an average of
twenty.sia hashels per acre, the other less
than sixteen s three barrels of plaster had
been spread upan the clover, and cer.
tainly improved the wheat,  If% A Cavan
Farzer’ woulid try the experiment of ¢wo
plonghs upon the neat old meadow or pas.
ture which he may break up for wheat, it
wonld perhaps be found suceessful.

Wishing you a large increase of prac-
tice. correspondents and cvery possible
sugeess, I remain,

Your friend,
AN EX.FARMER,
{Iamiiton, darch 23, 1847,

To the Eistor of the Newceastle Farmer.
Siz,—aving a few leisure moments to
write, and being desirous to communicate
10 my brother farmers, at this season of
the year, some hiats that may prove bene.
ficial 10 1hose who have sown s inter wheat

res;endents who desire information on the

takc up my pen and say that in all-places
where snow accumulates to a great depth,
ithe suaccess of winter wheat is rendered
uncertain, owing to the liability of its be.
ing winter killed. .

When the ground is unfrozen, there is
always, owing probably tothe slow thaw.
ing going on, & space between the earth
aund the overlaving snow ; and as in this
space the air caunot circulate, it speedi’y

becomes deterioraied.  The more dense |

and solid the snow becomes, asit alwavs |

does towards the spring of the year, the |
wore urgent the danzer. At this time of
the vear the wheat plants, if dug down to,
will be found a fine healthv colour; but as
soon as the snow gaes off and it becomes
exposed to the same light, it speedily
turns yellow, and then white and dry.
Ifthe snow continues to-dccumulate or we
have nothaw.to barethe ground.before the
snow is carried off in.the Spring,,it can

the day and driving lus stock of eattla ve-
peatedly over it in every direeticn, he
fitled the snow with hobs, partially ex.
pelled the vitiated air, and gave an oppor.
tunity for its replacement by atmospheric
air, and in that way saved his -wheat,
wlule others < 'milarly situated, yet who
neglected such precantion, suffured o to.
1al loss.  Perhaps this preveitive might
be resorted to of encr than it has been,
and it might be successful.  Atany rate,
when practicable, no injury could result
from aitemip.iug 1t where the wheat is
similarly situated,
Yours truly,
A Swunscriser.
Cavan, 18th March, 1847.

To the Editor of the Newcas:le Farmer,

Sir,—In answer to the enquiries of “A -
Cavan Farmer,” I would state that the
\Wheat to which he alludes, was sown ths
first week in September, on a sandy loam,
a summer fallow. * L

« Cavan Farmer” seems rather doinbt.
ful of Plaster doing good, st #n on land
in the autamn 3 he alludes to s having
sown Plaster in the'Spring ‘and'it daisg
no good; and therelore concludes that thio
Plaster was worthless:  This might.be
the case, as it has teo often happened
that we bave been greatly deceived in
the article of Plaster.  But it does nat
follow becanse its effeets were not visibla
on the crop the same season that it was
sown, that the plaster was bad;: in proof .
of this, I will mention a circumstance that -
came under my notice. I sowed a pass *
ture field, its soil sandy, with Plaster in
the Spring, and conld perceive no-good
cflect arising from it whatever that.seas
son. I pronounced the Plaster to be .
worthless. The wext year T-did not-no- :
tice it at all, as I did not cxpect suy godd
from it; -but the ‘néxt Spring-I broke up
the ficld and sowed peas on it, and to my
surprise the effects of the Plaster that I
had previonsly condemued, were stris
Kingly visible on the Peas; it.showed :
where the Plaster had been’badly spread,
for between each cast the peasivere of & -
vellow colour, and the rest were datk |
green, This striking difference caysed
me to hotice it, for at that time I never -

dreamt of receiving any benéfit from plas.
ter after the lapse of two years -2
- Your's&e.,. T

. CHAS. H. VERN
Haldimand, March 1,1847 )
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