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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

L —
POLLUTION OF RIVERS.

A bill has been introduced into the Oatario
Legislaturo which is of intervat to lumbermen,
eapocially to thosd of the Oltawa River, Wo
give the following report of tho debato on tha
socond reading of the bill as given in the Toronto
Glole:—

Hox. O, MoWAT, in moving the socond
roading of tha bill respocting saw mills on the
Ottawa River, said, in an Act of the Dominion
Governmont, provision wasmade for proventing
sawiill ownors on damablo streams and rivers
fro: creating a nuisanco by throwing out saw.
dust and other rubbish on such stroams. This
Act was not intendod to conilict with that of
the Dominion, but to socuro an object that tho
Dominion Governmont could not deal with.
Tho Dominion Act extended to the wholo
Province, and this Bill only dealt with the
Rivor Ottawa, This Bill did not proposo ihat
ripatian proprietors should loso their rights to
full componsation. The Goveroment did not
propose to go any further than to say that
millowners should not bo at liberty to throw
their refuso into the river, but inasmuch as they
got tho bonefit of the stream in that way there
was 1o reason why reparian proprietors should
suffer.  So thoy proposed that

Whorever it is proved to the satisfaction of
the Licutenant Governor mn Council, thatat s
fn the public interest that the ownors or occu-
piors of any saw mill situate on or near the
River Ottawna or any of its tributaries, should
not bo provented from throwing sawdust and
mill refuse into the samo, the ILieutenant-
Governor in Council may b Order in Council,
published once in the Ontario Gazette, declare
the owners or occuplers of the saw inill to be
entitled to the bencfit of this Act.

In sach case riparian proprictors or other
persons shall, notwithstanding, be ontitled to
the same damagos against the owners or occu-
piers of the saw mill, for any injury or damage
sustainod by such riparian propnetors or other
persons by reason, or in consequonce of, the

throwing of sawdust or miil refuse from the
vaw mill into thoe said riveror tributary thereof,

ag if this Act had not been passed ; but shall
not beontitled to any relief by injunction or in
the nature of injunction.

Thus section shall apply whether tho injury or

¢amage 18 & cuntinwing une vt nut, and whether
tho 2aid riparian proprietor or other person is
plaintiff in the action or is s defondent therein
proceeding by way of counter claim, and shall
apply to pending suits as well as to suits which
way be hereafter brought, but the costsincurred
in any pending suit shall bo disposed of as if
this Act had not been passed.
He supposod that thero was no duubt that the
Dominion Act upon this subject was reasonable
and proper and in tho publicinte °.and in
Qealing with the subjoct this Gover & went
no furthar than was necessary,

MR. RoOBILLARD pointed out t°  if the
matter wero reprosented to the Lieu vernor
{n Couucil by the lumbermeh, there would bo
Qo difticulty at all, but he mentivned that after
the spring freshets soveral of the farme along
tho nver wero bestrewn with sawdust and other
refuse,

Mnr. MerEnitH said tho Bill in its present
thape struck him as being very ubjectivnable,
because it gave the Government power to
Testrain in a matter which might prove to be
the destruction of a mill property ; further, that
it was retroactive legislatiun, and still further
bocauso 1t placed in the hands of tha Exccutive
tho powor which, in his humble judgment,
cught not to bo vested in it.  What he auggest
od was that the puwer shuuld Lo vested 1o the
Coura,

Hox. 0. Muwat said he would be extremely
glad if the suggeation tu piace tho mattet in tho
hauds of the Court cuuld bo provoed to be a
practical one.  Tho appiicativn for such ameus
Qpe came, qwiw srespoctive of party, fron a
aumber of millywners, and ho unucrstuod this
to bo tho best way of providing machinery to
accomplish  tho objoct in view. 1o read a
number of ducuments shuwing the cuurse Jhat
tho Dominton Government had taken upor thoe
matter, and showing that in thur legislation
tho matter was Jeft intho hands of the Governor
in Council. Ho proposcs, therofore, to follow
tho courso of the Dominion authoritics, Jt

appoared that the subject was of such a charac-
ter that 5t would bo difficult for the Cousts to
doal withit. ‘Several of the mill ownors had
followod the instructions given by tho Dominion
Government; but others had not pald any
attention to thom, -

Mg, MzreDITH aaid tho Act of the Dominjon
authoritics did not deal with private rights.

Hon, 0. Mowar said it referred to publio
tights, but to private rights too, Ho did not
want jurisdiotion in tho matter at al), and if it
was possible to avoid it he would ¢try to do so,
and bofore the House went into Committee no
would seo if thero was any machinery by which
the mattor could bo dealt with in tho Courts,
If thoro was ho would leave it to them.

MR, MEREDITH said 8o far as the millownoers
were concerned the Dominion had powoer to
deal with them, and the only question was as
to ripavian propriotors’ rights in tho matter,
which he thought would bo better left to the
Courts. Here they were dealing with private
rights. .

Hox, O, MowaT raid it was the publicintoreat
that requested it should be done.

Mg, BaskrnviLLE thought that the measuro
should be very carcfully considered, in the in-
tercat of tho millowners.

Mg, Youno—I was very much ata loss to
understand the meaning of tho Bill whken I first
read it, bocause I recollected that for o great
number of years the peoploof Ottawa had Leeu
making great efforts to get the Dominion Par-
liament to provent the millowners putting their
sawdust and refuse slabs in the Ottawa River
Again and again was the matter brought before
the Dominion Parliament by the people, who
said that tho fish 1 the niver ware all being
killed, and that tho navigation was being impe
ded. Now it seoms to me to be just opposite to
tho popular view to give increased facilities to
tho millewners in this direction, Dy own
feeling was thon, and is now, that tho mill-
owners get too much of their own way ; a great
deal too much to their own advantage and the
public suffer. To my own mind there is no
doubt at all that the people have a right to
complaia of tho millowners putting their slabs
and their other refuse in the river, but at Ottawa
the millowners wero powerful onough to prevent
the B:ll passing in its original atate. I believe
that it would be quite against the popular wish
to give tho millowners increased facilities in the
direction that this Bill is aiming at. .

Hox, C. F. Fraser said it must be borne in
mind that thore would very probably bo legisla.
tion in Quebes in the dircction that this Bill was
aiming, and it would be a hard thing if the
Quebec millowner could put his rpfuse into the
niver and the Ontario millowner could not du so.
Then they must look at the question of aconflict
of jurisdiction arising, which it was very desir-
able to prevent.

Hox. T. B. Parners said a deputation had
waited on tho Government. When the repro-
sentatives were asked why thoy did not burn
the sawdust they replied that they could not.
It eeoms that this had boen inquired into, and a
commission appointed to seo 1f the sawdust and
the other refuse could be burned. The com-
mission reported that it could not be consumed,
as tho mills on tho Ottawa were run altogether
by water power. So important did the Domin
ion Government consider tho results of the
comuussion that an order in Council was 1sued
relioving the mills from providing somo means
uf consuming their sawdust.

Mg, Youuau said he did aut think 1t ovor had
boen contended, as well as his rocolloction ex-
tended, that the millpwners could dispose of all
tho offal ur refuso av as tu carry vut the Act to
its entirety, but he nover heard that the mill
owners cvuld not do without putting therr
sawdust in tho nver. It wasa matter of ex-
pense to them, and they were not willing to
apoud the muney.  With regard to relaxing the
wrder in Cougcil the milluwners were a vory
powerful body. They could go to Ottawa with
la;ge doputations, and the result was that the
popular interests had to give way to their
wishes, Ho foared that tho millowners having
faalod to got what they wantod at Ottawn had
cvmo here tu get tho matter Letter ixed. He
thought tho milowners should bo compelled to
80 diaposo of their refuse as not to degtroy ono
of the finest rivers in Canads,
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MR. WaITE objected to give tho millowners
the nght to put their saawdust in the river. He
thougzht the Jegslation vught to bo delayed until
tho other side had been heard frum.

Mn. WooD considered that the intcrests of
the npanan owners had been tuu wuch cunsid
ered and that of tho millowners too little.

MR. BasgeRviLLR thought i1t was utterly
wmpossible fur tho millowners to keeps all of the
sawdust out of the river,

Mg. Kaknr sxid the mills were su situated in
somo piaces that tho sawdust could nut be gut
at and he did rot know that it did much
damage.

Tho Bill was raad tho seonnd time.

Tur Campboliford Herald says :~The maa-
agers of Galmuur & Rathbun shantics report an
oxcollent crop of saw logs. Tho getting out
was wonderfully pleasant and tho drives will
bo lange, Look ong for lively timos oy the river

A Safo Business.

‘ Fathor,"” he said, as he looked up from the
paper, *‘ thero were 348 commorcial failures luat
woek."

“No¥

 That's what tho papers say.”

“ Great Scott!"

Thero was sileaco fur the noxt five minutes,
and then the old man knocked tho ashes from
his pipo and remarked.

*“Three hundred and forty oight, sh! Jist
oxactly what T cwunted un when I stopped you
froma guing into the wmercantile business and
put you into a caw mill, A saw mill is sunthin’
that can’t fail once in fifty yoars, and when it

o0a the law gives you the mill dam, and ye can
toal all the sawa from the creditors,"— Wall
{reet News,

If you have use the MOy~
D2, Sugua catarrh skroat romedy




