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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.—KNOX'S
COLLEGE.

The following is tho substance of the Rev.
Dr. Wirtis' introductory address (on 1st Nov.)
to tho Students of Knox's College:—

In addressing you at the commencement of
another acadenuic scssion, I have thoeught it may
be 1n season to make a fow remarks on tho eall
10 the ministey :—Thia concerns the warrant and
encouragemont o underinko preparatory fty-
dies for tho sacred offico :—And next to insist
upon the preparation required

It has been usual to treat as a thesis of polem-
ical theology, the question with whom lies the
nght of call—not using that term only of the
invitaiion to a pastoral charge, but as descripuve
of the acceptance and recogmuion of a divine
cail. Our Reforiners, though they did nut aliv-
gether despise the imposnion of hands, or iho
transmussion of spinitual auhority from sn
existing ministry wahin the micdieval church to
their succossurs, hold the great test of un autho-
nsed clergy to liv in tho tokens of the divine
commisjun discernible by ihe church at lurge,
of which it is said, they know tho shepherd's
vaico. They disowned the alleged sacramental
virtuo connected winh tho imposiuen ol hands,
and valued far above any alleged token of ecele-
giastical descent, tho conformity to the wrilten
word, and true opostolic docirine, of the professed
messengers of Christ.  The argument advanced
by the Sacramentarians is ahtugether invalidated
even by the kind of data or proofs to which it
appeals: for it has been proved again and again,
that thero exist flawe in the succe:sion—ithot
Jinks ate wantng in the gencalogical chmn.

And were 1t utherwiss, what value can attach
10 the ecclestasucal acts of not a few of ithe veeu-
pants of Episcopal or Pontifical seats, who havo
been monsters of wickedness, and, being devoid
of every sign of Chnist’s comnn-sion, and piliars
rather of the anu-christian interest, could convey
1o nono & spirttual chaiacter and function which
they themselves nevir possessed ! “T'he fathers of
our refonming churchcs. and among them enlight-
ened Empseapalas well as Preshyterian ministers,
looked to a higher test of the sacred calling.
They held as our elder theological writers express
jt—ecclesiam non pendere a ministerro, sed mi-
nisterium ab ecclesta.  They connccted the revi.
wving chuirch, with 1ts a «cient apostohic paternity,
net by a hineage donbtful, and despicable had 1t
not been doubtful, but by ihe tohens of heaven-
bestowed aifis and graces of mea whom the
Holy Spitit raised up in the dilapidared state of
Chrnisiendom, to buitd again Zion's walis, to rally
the scattered flock of Christ, and rebuke those
who as wolves, and not shepherds, were only
spoiling the heritage of Gad.

Hence the answer of our Luthers, and Calvins,
and Turictines, to the above question s, that the
jus vocationis (nght of call) liea with the church,
including 1he clergy, but not depending on 1t for
tho essence of 18 consiitunon It is necersary,
sad Luther, to confess that “the heys” beleng
not to the person «f onc man, but 10 the chorch,
« And where the Church is, there is the night of
adnanntering the Gorpel 5 and hience the neces.
sity—that the chureh ietn to itself the right of
calling, choosing, and urdaining its minivicis

T'hns does not imply, conunued the Rev. pro-
fessor, that in an organiscd state of the chureh,
the cail belongs alone to the people,—it involves
various elemenmts.  The office is of divine ap-
puintment. ‘The minstry is a sianding ordinance,
though depending on the cominued presenco
of the Spint in the church more than on personal
snccession.  Presbytenians recognice the distine-
tion of rulers and suled, and yield to nono in
their value for a thorough education in the case of
those who assume the offic» of rehigious teachers,
They therefore disclaim the idea that men may
in ordmary cases, of their own impulse alone, un-
dertake tho sacred calling; and, rescrving tho
final right to try the spirits of thoso whose sube

‘church,

mission to their authonty is not absolute, hut as
in tho Lord, they assign it« proper place alse to
ccclesiustical judientonies in taking proof of the
gifts, and superintending the training, of tho aspie
1ants 10 this moemcentoos tiust.

Dr. Willis introduced the gecond division of
his lecture by an nteresiing refesenco to tho
autobiography of James Melvlle, 1n which o
vaiy graphic account 18 given of the great variety
of studics, embraced in the curriculum of Glasgow
University, when the clder Melville ncted as
regent and pincipal,  Dr. Willis took occas:on
fium this to say that they who fancy a far shurter
cuurse of preparativn ruflick nt than that which
we exnct, may sce that they run against ihe
nuthoiity and tho pactice of revered fathers
and masters of the carty Reformed Presbytonan

‘Tho inventory of the dipartments of learning
was very mullilancue , and we give the fullow-
ing as u specimen of the quaintness of Melville's
sty le=-speaking of his uncle, the truly accom-
}lished Andrew—* We came 10 Glasgow nbont
the end of Nuvember, 1574, Mr. Andicw setung
himself to teach things nocht heard of in tlas
country belore, wheremn ho travelled excecding
di.igently, as hie delight was thainn alleanarly
So talling to wwk with a fow number of capable |
hearers, sic as nmught be instructus of others
thairafier, he teatched them the Greik grammar,
the Dialectics of Ramus, the Rhetoric of Taleus,
with the practice thaire! in Greek and Laun
auhuts, nambe, Homr, Hesiod, Piadarus, &,
From that be entered 10 the Marhematiks, amd
treated the Elemems of Euelid, the Arithmene
and Geometry of Ramus, &e.  From that o the
Moral Philocophy ; he teatched the Fihics of
Aiistotle, the oflices of Cierro, his Tugeulancs,
certa.n of Plaiu’s Dialogues, &e.  From Jut o
the Natural Philosuphy, he tearched the buiks
of the Physics, De Orta, De Coelo, &e¢ —also of
Plato and Femnehivs; wih tius ho joined the |
History, Swidan, Melancthon, &e.  And all il i
by and attewie (wver and abuve, his awin ordi-
nary profession, the Holic tungues and ' healegy ;
ho teuchit the Hebrew grammar, first shortlie,
and syn mor accurutely ; thawefter the Caldue ¢
and Symac dialects,  Ile passed throw the |
baill comnun places of Theolugie very exactly
and accurately; alro throw all the Auld and
New Testament.  And all ihisin the space of
sax years ;-doring the quinlk he teatciut evene §
day, costomablic, twyse, Sabathe and other day ;
with an ordinar conference with sic as war
present after denner ard supper.”

1t may be seen how neasly this order of study,
or nuinber of depritinents, agrees with the requi-
si fons of the must ap) roved modern curriculum,
Al knowledze may be divided into what
relates to man himself, and objects external to
himsell, That which 1clates 10 man embraces
the study of his mmd (not to speak of the bady
at present) the analysis of its facultice and 1dens
—i1his is meaphysics ; the analysis of the pro-
cesses of lus reasun—this is Jogic; and the
analysis of languago the instrument which e
employs in these processes—this is grammar.
Grammar, Dr. Wiliis remarhed, often received §
ton himtied a definmon 5 the grammnticus core
responds with the Fronch Litterateur, and both,
according 1o ctymology and the ongmnl Euro-
pran applicativn of thie word 10 grammar schools,
embraces the culture of hterare 1w the widest
cxtent, as distinguished from schools for teaching
wmechanic arts.  ‘Then, under the study of man
comes h.s moral, as well as intelteciual, charac-
ter.  Hence, mctaphysics has to do with lus
emotions, and ethics with lus duties; christian
ethics as a part of theology, with his duties as
a subject of divine revelation, Indeed, thongh
cthics may be still taught abstractly as a science,
1t has no definstencss absiractly from the Chniat-
tan Jaw. Qur duty to man, ard sull more our
duty to Ged, can only be learned fully from she
Bible ; and the allegation that man either indi-

'sclf—l mean for his full gailanco, [ do nut

vidually or socially can prescribo a law for him-
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mean for his convicton of responsibility.—is
fonle. It is diaposed of by the simple reply
that natare's light itself, or nataral religion,
necessarly imposes on man the dwy of recug-
nising revelatiun swhere it shines, or every avail-
able communieation from God.  Thue Therm,
disjoined wantonly frum Chn-tianity, 18 mduect
Atheism,

History, too, ranks under the lirad of tho
knowledue of man,—~s history,~natural, socul,
aivil, facred,

It the obyeeir of knowledge, wahont himaclf,
be conadered, how Jarge the Geid l=highest of
all, the olyecis of theolugy maighi he melodid
hore ; but, among created hewngs, the three hing-
doms invite the serrous invesnganon, the nmmal,
the vegetable, the nuneral ; nud when we would
tut anly know the olpoeis, 10 enemerate and 10
classify them, wrbhin this wide etrdle, shen natu-
val lustory gives placo to nateral philosophy, or
physieal science—taking account of the many
allimues nuld changes obtuning throughout na-
ture's wide domain, and convertong dus kpowe
ledgo of causes and cffects 1o the pracuical
scrvices of Art.

BEvery student should prosecute his studies in
reference to his huthes: end 10 the kaowirdgo
and scevive of thm of whom and unte whem all
things are ; but eapecin Iy he who propuses theu-
logy a< his ulierior study, shonld not only wive
himse!l to such learmng for s own sake, but
with she ligher ann of thereby qualifying himseif
for the sacred resvice,

With this view, he continued, students shonld
beware of undervaluing mere abstiact stadies,
or those which pertain to their accomplishment
aud retmement an halding commonicauon winh
mavkind.  Under these licads ho rac ket madho-
maties, logic with ue syllumstie ruies, cven the
ancient logic, and tho Baconian, with its provi-
stons agans failacies, and helps for sonnd 1ea-
soning and Judgmencs; and finally thetorte.
Ceitaun of these stadies wore regarded by mieny

poung men ag what might be n a great measvro

dispensed with; ne doobt the more abstraet of
the rules were repulsive, demanding preat ape
pication.  But the labons weuld be weli repad.
Mathematics, as an exact science, dgetphined the
nind to accurate obacsvation and cautivus de-
duction.  And leaving in abevance the were
scholastic pang of the ancient logich, he would
sti.l comiend that the sy Howsie formuie were of
value, in the doteeiion of soplistey, or spurions
argcomemation.  He would be glad if every
student, belore enteringtheotogic study, mastered
the Anstotche doctnine of subjects and predi-
eates, and prepositions sfiirmanve and neganve,
gencra! and partiealar. ‘Thig wonld e found to
bo of nenean serviee in Biblical interpretation,
as well asin combimng and analvs.ng the ele-
ments of our reasonmes aud gudements, Sl
wnore indispereable howascr were the prnciple s
of the wduenve loge 3 and the word was ander
great abagations both to Bacon and 10 Locke for
the rules they have cwnmunicated for the gud-
ance of the human understaudimg,  Both had
ass gned due value 1o the lessons of expertence
aud practice ag campared with sntvnen and
demunstration ; yet 1t was unfur to oppose the
authutity of Loche to the ancient dialectie rules
a8 long as Ins famuwus words are remembered,—
 If you would have your son 10 1eason woll, let
i read Chiliingworth,”  He agicerd with an
admirer of Lache, in bolding that had he regarded
the study of logick as useless, he would not have
remutted his puml to the acutest reasoner of s
age, who in innumerable places of his excollent
bouk, makes the happicst application of the tules
of logic, lor unraveliing tho soplisucal reason-
ing of his antagomst.

Dr. Wiihis next exhorted to the study of lan-
guage, especrally the study of our own vernacu-
lar, or that in which wo may be called to nddress
our fcllow men.  He consented to the views of
an cnlightoned cducationist, Dr. Arnold, that
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