84

THE CANADIAN CASKET.

From the Juvenilo Houvinler.

SpuNxk aND PeriL-—There isa sto-
ry, and which I believe is a fact, of two
boys going to a jackdaw’s nest from a
hole under the belfry window in the
tower of All-Saints' Church, Derby.
As it was impossible to reach it stand-
ing aud eqally impossible to reach that
height from without, they resolved to
put a plank through the window; and
while the heavier boy secured its bal-
anceby sitting onthe end within, the
lighter boy was to fix himself on_the
opposite end, and from that perilous
si‘ Jation to reach the object of their
desire. So far the scheme answered.
The little fellow took the nest, and,
finding in it five fledged young birds,
announced the news to his companion.
¢Five’ are there? replicd he; then
Pl have three? ‘Nay’ exclaimed the
other indignantly. ‘Irun all the dan-
ger, and Pll have three” ‘You shall
not,’ stlll maintained the boy in the
Inside ; ‘you shall not.’ *Promise me
threg, or Plldrop you !’ ¢Drop mg, if
you pleasc,’ replied the little hero,
‘but I'll promise: youno more than
two upon which his companion slip-
ped off the plank., Up titled the end,
and down went the boy, upwardsof a
hundred fect to the ground. The lit-
tle fellow,at the moment of his fall,
was, holding his prize by their legs,
threein one haud and twoin theother
and they finding themselves descend-
ing fluttered out their pinions instruet-
ively. ~The boy, too, had on a carter’s
frock,, -secured round the neck, which
filling with air from beneath, buoyed
him up like a halloon, and he descend-
ed smoothly tgtheground ; when, look-
ing up, he exclaimed to his compan-
jon. ¢ Now you shall have none I’ and
ran away, sound in every limb, to the
astonishinent of the inhabitants, vho,
with inconceivable horror, had witness-
ed hisdesceent.

BuaNs's  ANNIVERSARY.—The -
niversary of the birth of the great
Scottish poet. is ‘his year hikely i0 be
obsérved with much eclat, in conse-
quence of the presence of the Ditrick
Shepherd i London, and the desireof
a number of the friends of Scotland
and Scots literature to celebrate the
event in an appropriate manner. It js
asingular fact, that Iogg’s birthday
is the same with Burns'—viz,, the 25th
of January. , Genius found the one at
the plough, and the other at the sheep-
fold y and both are extraordinaary ex-
amples of nature triumphing over cir-
cumstances. Several of the st pop-
ularautliorsin London are taking an
active partin promoting this festival ;
and-though the Scottish nobility and

gentry will be among its chief patrons
there can be no doubt but that an am-
ple proportion of English and Irish
friends will join them on an ocecasion
which reaches the feclings of all coun-
tries. Captain Burns, a son of the
bard, is engaged to be of the party, and
we most cordially anticipate a day of
high convival and intellectual enjoy-
ment at the Fremason’s Tavern, to
commemorate the birth of this Adel-
phiof Scottish Poets.—[Lit. Gazette.]

ToMB og-%{c') WARD THE PuinLas-
TrorisT——The tombof oward isin
the desert, abouta mile from thetown
of Cherson (a Russian scttlement on
the Black Sca ;) it was built by Admi-
ral Mordvinef, and is a small brick
pyramid, whitewashed, but without
any inscription 5 he himself fixed on
the spot of his intermenry e had
built a small hut on this part of the
steppe, where he passed mwuch of his
time, as being the most healthy spot in
the neighborhood. ‘T'he English bu-
rial service was read over him by Ad-
miral Priestman, from whom 1 had
these iparticulars, T'wo small viilas
have been built at no great distance;
I'suppose also from the healthiness of
the situation, as it has nothing clse to
recommend it.  oward was spoken
of with exceeding respect and aftec-
tion by all who remembered or knew
him—and they were many.--{ Life of
Heber.]

TATURAL HESRODY,

“All are but parts of that stupendous wholc,
Whose body Natare is, and God the soul.”

THE POISONED VALLEY.

Asingular discovery has lately been
made near Battan, in Java, of a poi-
soned valley. Mr. Alexander Louden
visited it las July,and weextracta par-
agraph from a communication on the
subject, addressed by him to the Roy-
al Geographieal Society.

“Ttisknown by the name of Gue-
vo Upas, or Poisoned Valley ; and fol-
lowing a path which had been made
fov the purpose, the party shortly reach-
ed it with a couple of dogs and some
fowls, for the purpose of making ex-
periments.  On arriving at the moun-
tain, the party dismounted, and scram-
bled up the sideof a hilly a distance of
aquaiter of a mile, with the assistancc
of the branches of trees and project-
ing roots,—When « few yards from the
valley, a strong nauscous and suffoca-
ting smell was experieneed : buton ap-
proaching the margin, this inconvien-
lence was ro longer found. The val-
ley is about halfa mile in circumfer-
ence, of an oval shape, and about thir-

ty feet in depth. The bottom of itap.
peared to be flat, without any vegeta-
tion, and a few lorge stones scattered
here and there. Skeletons of human
beings, tigers, bears, deer, and all sorts
of birds and wild animals, lay about in
profusion. The gromnd on which
they lay at the bottom of the valley ap-
pearcd to be a hard sandy substanee
and no vapor w. s perceived. The
sides were covered with vegeta-
tion. It was now propesed tocnter it
and each of the party having lit a cigar
managed to get within twenty feet of
the bottom, where a sickening nausc-
ous smell was experienced, without
any difliculty of breathing. A dog
was now fastened at the end of a bam-
boo and thrust to the bottom of the val-
ley, while some of the party, with
their watchesin their hands, observed
the ecffccts. At thc expiration of
fourteen seconds the dog fell off his
legs, without moving orlooking round
and continued alive only eighteen min-
utes. 'The other dog now left the par-
ty and went to his companion; on
reaching him he was observed tostand
quite motionless, and at the end of ten
seconds fell down; he never moved
Iis limbs after, and lived only seven
minutes. A fowl was now thrown in,
which died in a minute and a quarter
and another which was thrown affer
it, died in the space of a minute and a
half. A heavy shower of rain fell du-
ring the time that these experiments
were going forward, which, from the
interesting nature of the ecxperiments
was quite disregarded.  On the oppo-
site side of the valley to that which was
visited, lay a human skeleton, the head
resting on the right arm.  The cifects
of the weather had bleached the bones
as white as ivory. 'This was probably
the remains of some wrelehed rebel
hunted towards the valley and 1aking
shenter there unconcious of its charac-
ter.

While we are on the subject of dis-
coveries, wemust not owit the men-
tion of a strange fossil forest, found
near Rome by a pedestrian tourist, Dr.
Weatherhead.  Anarticlein the Jan-
uary number of the Edinburgh New
Philosophlical Juurnal of the seiences
represents it as being forty fect in
thickness, and extending for several
milcs along the banks of the Tiber,
clos2 to Rome.  The pelrific matter is
a cale-sinner, and from the layers of
ligncous debris being freely intermixed
with voleanic dust,'the discoverer of
this interesting  cirenmstance thinks
can be little doubt but that this cnlos-
sal phenomenon was occasioned by an
carthquake, of which the memory is
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