
SERMONS AND) SERUMON MAKING.

ARTICLIE I.-CtO0SI.Y(.' A TEXT.

liv W%. S. IILACKSTOCK.

SHERE are tliousands of hiearers of ser-ilonls -%lîo feel tlîemlsclve, (uite
colnpetent to pass ji udgîueîît U110n tieir qualit.y z1ld monerts, whlo
have, uîeverthless, 11o Conception of lIow they -are produced.
Tliey wvotld no more think of sitting doivn to critically eîîquirc

k inito the i«~oess of their prodiuction thlim they wvould thlik of
~--alalysilng the proccss of the formation alld preparation of tie food

they cat. It is WiLth the mature resuit tiîey hlave to do0, nitiier tlîauî the
several stops by wh-ichl it bas beoni reachied. lIfthiediscourse tIieylliar ou ici
Sabbajth is oly to thieir likilng, thley -are nlot disposed to asic Nvbuùt it cost, or to
enquire closeiy inito the iitodits Opcr«iui of its preparation. That is sonicthiug

with wvichi the 1)renclicr alouc lias to do, anîd withlîiel the hecarer lias no
conceru. Alld y.t., it is probable thatO il littie more knlowlodge of this kiuîd
tipon the part of the hoarer, w%.oiild not onlv produce iiu Iiiiii a profoiînder
syrnpathy for bis pastor, but:. in SOiflO iiista,,iices at icast., iindulc liiim to Sa -a
1ûiglior valuie upoîi the sernion. If this Sr~1 SlOii(l coiitribiite, evon l'o tie
sma,,llest extent, toward prodiicing a botter miderstalidiiig lictwrce itiniisters
alla thle people to whvloiiu they ininister the Word or life, aîid toycarixl idlcinig
a more syInI)atlietic .111( apprcciativ' eanu of the truith, the object. of* t]i'
v~ritcr vilI ho ftillv attaiîicd.

Very few proba1bly of those "Vllo are iii thle habit of itte1nng Churicli,
411lleaiîîi s9erinlons, have -. 11y idlea of the labour aid thiollt wlîichl are ofleii

Fnîvolved in the Selectioîi of a text, or ini fixing uipoi the suIb eut to bc'
disclussed oit auyv par-iciil-ar occasion. Uni tht ilhere shltit lbe the siits
dlinhcilty experienced iu a mattcr SO simîple is 111terly iîie-1c:clile tu iîloilsuids
of evei more tliî avernge itcicue.Whv., Sîy% tlcy, i-, 31.4 tuali. l tiÙlt
of texts ? And thien as respects t01)ics fur .the ]nlpit, is there a duity or a

dlliapain or a privilege, a sorrow or a n.ice u interCst r unolgto
of iuiln -%vliichi is not a proper subject for div~ in i the ilul1pit ? Srl
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