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visit regularly; about two thirds of these
are coloured people. About one hundred
children were found not going to any Sab-
bath School, tho .gh old enough to attend,
aud I havean impression that perhaps as
many more of the same class—hoth of adults
and children may yet be found scattered
over the district.

All the means usnally employed in city
mission work in this city have been used in
my district; and God has granted an en-
couraging measure o success in the use of
these means, such as the mission Salbath
school, the night school, the meeting of
adults for religious services, and visiting
from house to house.

A Sabbath school was opened in Vine-
coves’s room, on the 9th of June, we began
with two scholars ; but cur numbers have
been growing since that afternoon, and we
now have about 100 on the roll, and the
attendence is between 60 and 70. Very
good order is maintained, and much interest
is showed in the school, both by the
scholars and their parents ; but it is sad to
find such deplorable ignorance as we have
met with in some of these children. I may
give a foew specimens of the apswers we
have had from boys 10 and 12 years of age,
«“God or angels were supposed to have
killed the Saviour, and Christ was said to
be now in heaven, eating honey and milk.”
When asked about the Lord’s Prayer, or the
ten commandments, the most wild and fool-
ish answers have been given, showing en-
tire ignorance of either.  Rightousness has
been explained as meaning “to be lazy.”
Meckness a3 “not to mind your inother,”
and T acemakers supposed to mean
“Tailors,” I trust that better answers
could be given now, and I may mention
th+ case of one little fellow, who having
never been taught to pray till he came to
our school, now goes night and morning to
his careless and godless father, and asks
him to hear him pray. Perhaps the schaol
may thus prove a blessing, not to the child
alone, but to his godless father also.

At the night school we have over 30
scholars, ahout the half of whom did not
know the alphabet when they first came,
and most of these can now read words of
three and four letters, and cipher in simple
addition.

Vinecoves’s Room has proved unsuitable
for meetings of adults, being too fur from
the streets 1 visit in most, and after trying
{a vain to induce any number of them to
rome to meetings there, the Committee
allowed me in November, to rent & room in
City Street, and open g meeting in the
midst of those who are living there in ig-

norance, poverty aud vice, and the resulg !

has been very encouraging. Every Wednes-
dny ond Sabbath evening we have present
from 20 to 40 of those who go to no other

religious meetings, and who seem to fee]
deeply tho appeals made to them from
Got’s Word. One woman said to me
| * your mectings are having a great effoct
’ upon my husband, who uscd to drink, ang
lead a caraless life, but he is becoming quite
changed.”
Perhaps the most important part of a city
. missionary’s work is visiting from house to
' house ; and during the last 3 months 1 haye
! mnde over 1100 visits for reading, conver.
| sation and prayer, thus carrying the gospel
to hundreds who seldom, if ever heard it
in any other way, and I trust it has beep
carried with divine power to the hear!s of
more than one of them. Among other
instances of encouragement, I may refer 1o
the following :—Some time ago 1 visited at
the house of a man, who seemed much
| amusecd at my calling to read and pray with
{ him, he scarcely spoke, but folding his
y arms, and putting his head to one side ho
stared_at me, with a most comical look,
while I read and spoke to him from the
word of God, after prayer I give him a tract
—entitled, the “ Accepted time,” and lefy
the house with a feeling of discouragement,
thinking that my visit there at least, had
been in vain.  But on going back not long
ago, his wife said she was so glad to seeme,
she wanted to tell me how much my former
visit and the tract I left had been blessed,
both to hersclf and her husband, he had
read it over again, always putting it away
carcfuily when dene, aud that though both
of them were now well advanced in life,
nothing they had ever heard or read had
such an effect upon them, a3 the tract 1
had left. Another poor woman who is not
likely to live long, but who seems happy in
Chirist, said to me some weeks ago that she
“blessed God that I had ever come to Hali-
fax and visited her, as I had been a princi-
ple means, under Goad of leading her to the
Saviour.”  If so, to God be ail the glory.

Thus I have given you a few facts and
incidents connected with my mission work,
and would now express the hope, that what
has thus been so encouragingly begun, will
not be allowed to fall to the ground, but
that it will be sustained, and that the
hlessing of God may rest upon the work
from which I retire, not from any want of
interest, or of success, but from private
reasons to which I need not here refer,

In conclusion, though I know that Miss
McViear, whose report has just been read,
needs no commendation fromn me, yet it
gives me pleasure to testify, as 1 can from
personal knowledge of her faithful and
arduouns work. Her reports do not any-
thing like show what she is really doing,
and I have felt all summer how mu
more might have been accomplishedy if your
Bible woman and city missionary had been
at work in the same district.




