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complete form titan thicy did at the saine
period hîst ),car. Mien the returus wvere
so incomplete that a euxumary by 1'reeby-

teres otld otbc presented ; nowv that
,very nccssnry and very desirable resuit bas
been attaincd. ihere arc eUhl eleven con-
gregations which. arc miarked blenk, but
the respectcd Coavener of tic Synod'e Coin-
xuittec on tîxat subjeet lias struck an average
for them, and therefore the whole le now
before the Chiurcli ln a tolerably complete
state. We are justified lu regarding the
(tiller retîîrns this year as a work of pro.
grecs. Thiereile ucreason why these returnas
could not lie pritctd li Mardi quite as weII
as in June. WVc cannot hielp thiaking that
aillie iot riglit Nvith the congregation or the
pestor, or houh, 'uviire the tables are not
fiIled up proxnptiy and returned at the rlht
lrne. There is cither at lack of efllciency
somewliere or else there is a Inch- of business
Capacity. Eitlicr of these defete le a state
ofnxatters to be deploreil. There le need
for organization and business tact as well as
Spirituani life.

There is over the wvhole Church a very
gratifying increase ln almost every item as

* compered wiîh Ille pre-vious year. Li soase
itenis indeed, tixe growvîh seerine astonishing,
but there le this qualification ivhich our
readers arc to keep before thoir illinde.
That la that the increase le owing to growth
made witlxin the year. WVc will hiere note
i afeiv ofithe items that are set doiwn. The
p)opulation reportedl as under thc care of the
congregations of tîxe Church le aow 76,151,
last year it was 67,055, an inecase ol over
9,000. Tfli increase in thc number of ferni-
lies le in round numbers 1,700, there being
noir 14,500. Thli communicants, ;bat le

* xeuubers in full standing, wbich is the
phraseology sometiznes used, was set dowa

* at 17,703, being over 2,000 more than te-
portedl last Tcar. TrIe accessions to mcm-
bership duringr tîxe year were 1,676, bat
there le a large axunber ofremovals, namely>
937, which brings thc net increase to 740.
This may semn inconsistent with tic 2,000
xaentioned above, bat thc explanation le
that tiere are congregations and stations
reporting this year that did not lest. An
increase of 54 Sabbatlu Schoole and of more
uhan 1,100 pupils 15 rcported. Ail the
Presbytery do not report an lacrease of
nxcrnbership. In Truro, for example, the
rexeovals exceed tie accessions by 53, ln
Luenburg and Yarmouth tiare le aise, a
decreese of 5, while la Tatamagouclie there
is but an inercase cf 3. Ia justice te the
Presbytery of Truro, howevcr, it should bie
Said that a new congregation hbas been
formed b y removale front two others, the
membership ofmwhich 1s92. Thereforethere
l a real inece in that Prcsbytery after
ail.

There bas been paid for ail purposes

during the year 1871 the sunt of S134,000
nearly,àIs against S116,550 la 1870. The
increase of nearly 818,000 la one year is
very creditable. Tfice average rate per family
is not so inucl grcater,liowver, as one -%vould
expect. In last report it 'xas 69.10, la this
one it is S9.24, ait inecase of only 14 cents.
ihere is a considerable disparity in the
average rate betveen tie several Ptesby-
teries. H{alifax inounts as ilîih as $18.07,
while Victoria and Richimond descends as
low as 3.35. Tite rate in the IPrtsuytery
of St. John is 313.08,w~hiclî, considering ail
cireumstanccs. is vcry respectable. Lunen-
burg and Yarmouth is the, only ollier 1'res-
bytery besides H-alifax that exceedls St.
John.

About one liaif of the gross suin mention-
ed above wae paid to the pastors, namely,
S67,560. This siui represents sortie 116
stipende, hence the average would be about
$582.. This le a very low average. What
wvas givea as supplexuent wvould barely raise
the average to $600. It rnny enfely be set
down that no pastor, e-ven in tixe country,
can continue to live as pastors arcexpected
to live, one less than $600, and )vc question
very mueh if auy mnan cen support and edu-
ente a femilv on suehi a suin as that, as
thinge go atpresent. .Averylargenumber
bave less than that, not a feîv much less
than that. For the first tinte SI,400 is re-

pote as paid to one pastor in the Church.
.rhree got 31,200 each. six got SI,000 and
upwards. INine rccived froin $800 to SI,-
00 0. Some thirty-one or thereabouts got
$600 and upwards, while forty others range
between that and $400. We haeo seid that
$600 le the ieast a man caîx live upon, and
the Synoil declared tliat; some years ago
when tlie rate of living wvas much less than
at present that $600 and a manse ouglit to
be thxe minimum. Iu the face of thie the
startling fact cornes ont tixat ouly 50 of our
pastors, less then one haif; get salaries that
amount to $600 aud xxpwards. Soaxe forty
others,as wo have said, bave lese then that
and yet are salaried at suis of $400 and
upwvards. There still rernain nt least 22
pastors that are paid suxus less than S400.
TUhe 1?resbytery of Pictou ocictpies a place
of enviable distinction in the matter of pas-
toral support. At presea ttliere ar 19 pas-
tors in that Preabytery, and of these 17, al
but two, get $600 and upwards. The Pres-
bytery occupies the oldeet and mnost comn-
pact region ofl'resbyterianism lu the Pro-
ince %Ut bhat is not ail that is te be said.

The way ln which tîxe court transacts its
business ie not to be overlookcd when ac-
counting for the prosperity that prevails
there.

Thero 15 texnpting material for comment
la the etate of t.hingý which the -whole
Chlurch presents la thîs connexion. We
want te rd'er to one phase of the subject
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