
4 'f/ings to be observcd iii Canada.

thie oevurrence of pearis in (lie fresli-water mus-sels, and Mr. Bell

of the lJcologi#ýal Stiirvey bias collccted inany speties in the lower
part of' tl'c river.

Many inellubers of this Soviety have opportunities of collccting
marine sheils in the Gif of' St. Lawrcnce,-tis is also a useful
field orinqiiiry. Rear Adni irai Bayfield bas made large collecetions
in the course of bis sinrvey. My own collection contains
mary species. More rccently Mr. B3ell exbibited to us a vcry
interestlngY collection from the hicad ofth ie Gulf between Gaspé
and Quebec. 1 bave no doubt tbat inuch maiy still bc donc, and
these sbclls wvould be of great irîtcrest for coniparison with those
found fos,;il in Ille tertiary clays, long since deserted by the sca.
\Vbile spcaking of the mnîme fa 1n I nay add that the ecclino-
dclinms, the zoophytes and crustaeeans, also afford fields of niuch
iliterest andi proiniso, stili very in1perfcýctlv culivated.

Of the linîge province of the articulates 1 amn almnost afraid to
spcak. There is wvork bore for ail tlle naturalists in Canada for
the ncxt century. Mr. Cou!per of Toronto lias collected and iden-
tified several huindreds of spmeics of coleoptera ; and biis collection,
now i thec McGilI College, affords a good basis for any one (lesi-
ions of conirnencingy tbe study of these creatures. Mr. D'Urbain
of our oiwmi Society bas entered on tbe investigation of Ilie but-

terfiies. With the exceptioni of wvbat lias beca donce for nis by
the Arctic explorons, and t'ie natnralists of tbce United States, tbe
othier onders of Canadian inseets arc alrnost a terra inoognita. Ia

tlîe mean timle tlle contrtiy is siufferingf s0 scrio tisly troin the ra-
vageys Of rnany of the iniscet tribc%, that the attention of Govera-
ment lias been attraeted to tbe subjeet, and tbe essaya prodnced
in answer to its call, l'y Pr'of. Ilind and others, sbow that coin-
paratively little exarnination of these creatures or inquiry into
thein habits lias been mnade 'vithin, the limnits of the Province;
nearly aIl 'hoc facts eontained il' tise essays, ia-viiig been col-
lected froin abnoad thongli the vajlue of Ille essalya pub!ishIed, and
the large number of commuptitors, show tbat we have persons
qualified for the work. ,For luints vcýry useful to tie youag natu-
ralist, I may refer te, tlîe papers on collectiag insects, and on the
distribution of inseots, by Mr. Couper, pubElied ia the Natu-
ralist.

Wlîo knows aaytbiag of the unyriads of minute crustaceans and
aquatie worms that swarm in our waters in summer. I bave
seen enough to be assured that their ane is legion, but I arn not.«
aware that any one has colleeted or detcrnuined the species


