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MESSENGER.

<

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.

(Fr_om.the International - Lessons for 1880, by
Edwin W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-
School Union) . . Lo '

LESSON 1.

=g

CTANUARY 4]
THE INFANT MESSIAH.—Matt. 2: 112
[About B. C.4.]
CoMMIT TO MEMORY V& 7-12

1. Now when Je-sus wns bprn in Beth-le-hem
of Ju.de-n in the days of Fler-od the king, be-
hold, there came wise -1men fromn the east to Je-
ru-sa-lem, /' : T .

. 2 Saying, Whereis he that is born King of the
Jews ? for we have seen his star in the east, aud
are come to worship him. = - .

8. When Her-od the® king had leard - these
things, he was troubled, and all Je-ru-sa-lem
with him. .

4.-And when ho had gathered all the chief
priests and seribes of tire people togethier, he de-
manded of them where Christ should be born.

5. Axd they sald unto him, In Beth-le-hem of
Judea - for thus it is written by the prophet.

6. And thou Beth-le-hem, in the land of
Ju-da, art not the least among the princes of
Ju-da: for outof thee shall come a Governor,that
shall rule my people.Is-ra-el. .

7. Then Her-0d, when he had privily called the

wise men, enquired of them diligently what
‘| time the star appeared. .
. 8, And ho sent them to Beth-le-hem, and said,
Go and search diligently for tue young chid:
‘and when yerhave found him, "bring’ me word
again, that I may come and worship him also.

9. When they had heard the king, they de-
purtad ; and lo, the star, which they -saw in the
east, went Dbefore -them, till it came and stood
aover where the young child was.

10. When they saw the star, théy rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. ' . :

11. And when they wero come into the house,
-they -saw the young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him ;
and when they had opened thelr treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh. . Lo =

12, And being W&+ .dream that

they shoutd not “y.departed
o thetriown ¢ )
o g."
©0 0 CONThau,  .H.
Christ Iesus becamio man.
2 ' s

INTRODUCTORY.—The events of the lesson oc-
curred after those recorded in Luke 1, Matt. 1,
and Luke 2 ¢ 1-21—perhaps, even after J €esus’ ro-
turn from Jerusalem (Luke "2: 22-38), when
Joseph and Mary may have remained in .'Bethle-
hem for sonle time, yet before their flight into
¥gypt (vs, 13, 1) and return to Nazareth (vs. 22,
255 see Luke 2; 89).

To TIE SCHOLAR.—Notice how God directed
and overruled. all things so as to fulfil his pur-
POses. |

NOTES.—The book of Matthew, written pri<.
marily to Jewlsh bellevers in Palestine, proba- |
bly between ' A.D. 60 and 66, and perhaps in
Hebrew, by Matthew, i publican, son of Alpheus,
before conversion, cuiled Levi, one of the twelve
diseiples.  JE-8US, Saviour, same as Joshua, but
specirlly applied to Christ. BETH-LE-HEX OF
JU-DE-A. It means *“housc of bread.” Itis
about six miles south of Jerusalem ; earlier it
was cnlled JBet.hlehem-EPhrnLh or Ephratah,
(Gen, 85:19; Mie.5:2),  1In it lived the fumily
of David (Ruth.1: 1, 10; 4:16,17).  Still & thriv-
ing town, and the grotto in which Jesus is sup-
posed to have been born is now shown to travel-
ler¢. I ER-0D, the Great, sctond son of Anti-
pater, an ldumean Jew, appointed king of Judea

Yy thoe Ronzan Senate about B.C. 4v; rebuilt the
temple; adorned Jerusalem and other cities; a
crafty, unscrupulons, and unhappy man ;
reigued with much cruelty till his death, in
B.0. 4. WISE MEN FROM THE MAST, or magi,
originally, the titlo of a priestly order at the
Perslan court and at Babylon, where Daniel was
a chief mugus (Dan. 2: 48) ; later the name was
applied to astrologers, magiclans, ete. (Seo Acts
8§:¢3 13:8) Whatnation of the L‘.nst, they came
froni i3 not known., MARY, the virgin'wife of
J ose{)h; wents’ names unknown; ofan anclent
family ; home at Nazareth, in Galilec.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEssoN Torics. (1) SEEKING TIE MESSLAIL
(1L) FINDING Hid. (I11) WORSIIPPING HIdI,

L SEERING THE MESSIAIL (1-1) JESus
WaAS BORN, most probably in B.C. 4—not 1880,
but 1884, yeurs ago; IN THE DAYS, during the
reign of, and w short time before, Herod’s
death ; To JERUSALEYM, because the eapital of
Juden ; xING OF THX JEWS, the magi were pro-
bably aequainted with the Seriptures (Isa. $:6,
7,402 1,2; Num 21: 17, ete.) and traditions of
thie Jews ; STAR, perhaps miraculous, possibly a
conjunction of three planets—~Mars, Jupiter, and
Saturn—in the sign Plsces, together with the
appearance of & new star or comet which oc-
curred about this time, and mnst have been no-
ticed by the magi, but more probably a miracu-
lous appearanceof astar; wonrsiip, do homage;
CHIEF PRIESTS, the high priest and his prede-
cessors in oflles, and alsn the heads. of the
twenty-four clusses of priests (1 Chron, 2{:6; 2
Chron. 36: 1) ; SCRIBES, intrepreters of the law.
1t was not o formal meecting of the whole Sanhe-
drin, but private at Herod’s palace.

11. FINDING HIML (5-8.) BY TIIE: PROPIET,
(Micah 5 ¢ 2), the quotation is made freely from
Lhe Greek version of the Scriptures; PRINCES,
or thousands; the Hebrew word m y memn
either; each tribe was divided into “chilinds” or
thousands; RULE, and feed, as t shepherd )Ps.
21); PRIVILY, sccretly; ENQUIRED.DILIGENTLY,
ascer{ained exactly ; APPEARED, not when it
tizst wag seen, but for-how long a time it had

ey el

.} been seen ; BRING 3CE WORD, or send me word ;

WORSHIP ALSO, only a pretext; he' did not in-
tend to do homage, bnt to dcstyoy the Christ..

111, WORSHIPPRING HIM. (9-12) DEPARTED,
immediately after their interview with Herod;
SAW IN THE EAST, had seen in the East whence

“|.they came,not in the eastern part of the sky.They

travelled at night, as ig the custom in the East;
WENT ... CAME . , ., STOOD, appeared to dos0;
OVER WHERE—Le., over Bethlehem. Itdid not

this they found by enquiry ; REJOICED, becausg
a proofto them that this child was the King
they sought; HOUSE, to which the family had
removed from the inn-stable (Luke 2 :7) after
the town was no longer overcrowded; FELL
DOWN, prostrate, the Orlental style of saluting a
superior; TREASURES, chests or bags; PRE-
YENTED . . . GIFTS, as was usually done to a dis-
tinguished person when vistiing him, especially
when rondering homage to a ruler; FEANKIN-
CENSE, a fragrant gum of a tree found in India,
Arabiy, and Persiga, used for incense in the tem-
le ; MYRRH, similar gum of & shrub found also
n i’alestlne, Tare and Ereclous, used in oint-
ment; DEPARTED, withdrew, escaped; AN-
orl}mn WAY, not by the high-road through Jeru-
salem. : :

What facts in this lesson teach

(1.):God’s %rovidence overall ? .
(2.) That the Seriptures testify of Christ ¢

(3.) That God helps and prospers the sincere
seeker after trath ?

(4.) That e hinders and

prevents them that
have wrong motlives ? :

LESSON 1. .
"JANUARY 11.]

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. Matt. 2: 15-23.
([About,:B. C. 4).
CoMAMIT TO MEMORY VE. 10-20.

13. And when they were departed, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeareth to J'o-seph in a
dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and flee into E- ypt, and be
thou there until I bring theo word; for Her-od
will seek the young child to destroy him.

4. When he arose, he took ‘the young child
‘L"d his mother by night, and departed into
E-gypt. L )
15. And was there until the ceath of Her-od :
that it might be fulfilled wbich was spoken of
the Lord by the prophet, saying, Outof E-gypt
have I called my son. . T
16. Then Her-od, 'when he saw that he was
“ked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth
ent_forth, and slew all the: children tha
_ w9 i Beth-le-hem,. and. in_all.the coasts
thereof, from two years old under, acecording to

‘the timo which he had diligently enquired otthe

wise mon,

17, Then was fumlled that which was spoken
by Jer-e-my, the prophet saying, .
18. In Ra-ma was there & voice heard, lamen-
tation, and weeping., and greant mourning,
Ra-chel weeping for ler children, and would not
‘be comforled, because they are not.
19. But when' Her-od was dead,- behold, an
angel of the Lord appeareth in a drenm to
Jo-seph In E-gypt, ’ :
40. Saylng, Arise; and take the young child and
his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for
{'}}ey are dead which sought the youngchild’s
e
21, And ho arose, and took the young child:
and his mother, and camec into the Tand - of
Ig-ra-el. .
2% But when he heard that Ar-che-la-us, did
reign in Ju-de-a in the room of his father Her-o0d,
he was afrald togo thither; notwithstanding,
being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside
into the parts of Gal-i-lee :
23. And he came and dwelt in n city enlled
Naz-a-reth : that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, - He shall be called a
Naz-a-rene. . S

&

there
18,

. GOLDEN TEXT.

Fleo into Egypt, and be thou
uniit I bring thee word. Matt, 2:

—i0:—~
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Prophecy Is fulfilled in Christ.

CONNECTED HISTORY.—The events of this les-
son follow in close connection upon those of the
previous ona in the narrative, though, actually,
some days probably intervened between the do.
Enrt.ure of the wise men and the flight into
gypt. ' : ‘
NOTES,—ANCGEL OF THE . LORD, same as In

Matt. 1: 203 Gen. 16:7,9; Ex. 32: 31 Isn‘:‘ 6’.'13'0;
more specifienlly named in Luke 1:19; and
Dan. 8:10, Jo-8EPH, Mary’s husband (1:24), n
dovout, Jew (1t 10), lineallly descended from
King David (1: 1-10), though living in poor
circumstances (Luke 2: 2{; see Lev. 12: 3)
as o carpenter or worker in wood (13 : 533
sec Markk €: 3). e probably died before
Jesus grew to manhood (Fohn 10: 26, o).
E-cYPT, the ancient, rich, and fertile country
oceupying the north-cast corner of Africa, along
the river Nile,and extending to the very borders
of Palestine. ' Joseph, son of Jacob, wan sold
into bondago there ; then became chief officer of
tho kingdom (Gen. 41:30-44). Israel was in
was in bondage thero for several centuries
until brought to Cannan through Moses and
Joshua (Exodus). From that tine it is often
mentloned in Seripture ; large numbers of Jews
lived there, and even had a tempio of their
own. After B.C.30 it was subject to Rome.
HER-0D AND BETU-LE-IEM, seo former Les-
son. RA-)4, anancientfortress, sixmiles north
of Jerusnlem, in the tribe of Benjamin (Jer.
40:1). RA-CHEL (Gen. 29: 16-31), daughter of
Lnban, wife of Jacob, mother of Joseph (Gen.
80: 23, 21) and Benjamin (Gen. 35 10—185 the re-
presentativie of the mothers of Juda bereaved of
their infants. - AR-CHE-LA-US, oldest of the threo
sons of Herod among whom the kingdom was
divided after the latter's death. Archelaus re-
ceived Juden, Idumea, and Samaria. GAL-I-LEE.
north of Samaria, and under the dominion of
Herod Antipas, NAZ-A-RETII, ‘a ' mountain-
town in Galilee, about midway Between the Sea

of Galilee and the Medltqrranenn;'in_Chrlst,’s.

show them the exact house wliere Jesus was::

tlme 1t had.about 10,000 inhabitants, now has
Jesus,
- EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON ToPICS. (L) TIE FLIGIT. (H.) THE
RAGE OF HEROD. : (IIL.) Trte RETURN. .

: I. THE FLIGHT. (13-15.) Ix A DREAM, (See 1:
20; 2:22), ' vision during sleep; ARISE, from
sleep immediately (see v. 14 ¢ py night”) ; BY
NIGIT, for greater ‘secrecy ; travelling by night
is not uncommon in the Xast; WAS THERE, in
what part of Egypt istnot- known; tradition says
at Mataria, near Leontopolls, or at Memphis;
DEATH OF HEROD, in the same year of thelight,
B.C.4. Ifthey returned immediately after his
death, théir stay in_Egypt was only for a fe®
months ; PROPHET (Hos, 11 : 1), applied primarj-
1y 'to the exodus of Israel (Ex. 4: EZ? ete.).

1I. THE RAGE OF HEROD. (16-18.) HErob,
see Noteg, Lesson I; 8Aw,,knew, became aware
by the failure of the ‘magi to return to him with
news of Christ (see vs. 8, 12) ; MOCKED, literally,
made a fool of, outwitted ; wROTH, angry ; SENT
FORTH, probably in secret (seev. 7), hirlng bands
of robbers to do the work that hig ageney in it
might not be publicly seen; OHILDREN, ** male
children ;” coASTS THEREOF, the neighboring
county ; Two YEARS AND UNDER, etc., the du-
ration of the star's appearance, as told him by
the magl (v. 7), was probably considerably less
than two years ; some time must have elapsed
since their visit; he set so long a time to make
sure of including the child Jesus, who, he took
dor granted, had not been born before the first
appearance of the star, and therefore at the very
most could not be two years old; JEREMY Jere-
miah (Jer. 81: 15); primarily spoken of the
%%It)ylonish captivity ; RAMA . . RACHEL, see
Notes. | :

1IL THE RETURN. (19-23). WWHOEN . . DEAD,
see v.'15; ISRAEL " l.e., Palestine, without de-
fining anly particular part of it; THEY ARE
DEAD, scriptural language is used (Ex. 4 : 19), and"
it refers to Herod ; JUDEA, he had intended re-
turning to Bethlehem in Judea, although thelr
home was at Nazareth ; AFRAID, thinking that
the son would carry out his father'’s plans ; NOT-
WITHSTANDING, but, however; BEING WARNED,
implying that ho had asked for direction};
TURNED ASIDE, went; same word as ¢ departed
into” of v. 14; PARTS, regions, within the limits;
under ‘the government of Herod Antipas,
brother -of Archelaus; GALILEE, sec Notes;
DWELT, took up his residence; NAZARETH, see
Notes; THE. PROPHETS, no particular ones are
referred to or'quotedd ; the general sense of pro-
phecy concerning Jesus is given,

What truths t{a:(ch us in this lesson

(1.) The'duty and blessedness of simple obe-
dieucetoGod ? -5 . -

(2) That God fulills all propheecy ?

(3.) The wickedness to which selfish ambi-
tion may lead ? . . o
iI.(:‘12.) The uselessness of striving against God’s

will
ISE MEN'S VISIT.
4 ARNINGS FROM GOD.
ICKEDNESS OF HE ROD.
. EEPRING OF MOTHERS.
! ORD TO RETURN.

THE MESSENGER'S NEW DRESS.

The MESSENGER'is quite proud of its new
dress, not the one it ended the year with,

merely adopted while the mnew one was
being made.. -It begins the new year with a
brand new dress.  Does it not look pretty ?
and is not the MEssENGER much more easily
read with it?7 The MessEvger has made
arrangements to keep this dress always new,

-| and to that end will keep it away from the

ink, type and press altogether. It has de-
termined that iron iron jaws.and grinding
wheels of the press willnot deface its heauty.
“But how can this be done? HMHow can
you print from type and still not go near the
press, MEsSENGER 1 '
These questions can easily be answered.
By a process which modern ingenuity has
discovered, an exact veprint of a pageof
type (called a “form’™) can be made in cop-
per, and this is placed in the press and print-
ed from, while the type remains uninjured,
This process is called electrotyping, and the
MzessExger will be electrotyped in future
and its new dress ever be kept new.

" The MrssENGER now makes its bow in its
new dress, and hopes that during the year
1880 (howold it isgetting!—this is itsfifteenth
birthday !) it will be much better liked than
ever before, ' '
—_————

NOTICE.

Subseribers to this paper will find thedate
their subscription terminates printed after
thename, Those expiring at the-end of the
present mofith will please have the remig-

tances mailed in time.

gomo 3,000; the home of .Ioseph, Mary, and |,

for that was o sccond-hand dress, which was{.

THE NEW YEAR. L
 The MESSENGER wishes - every reader a
happy and prosperous New Year for 1880, .

PROSPECTS FOR 1880. .

If the present rate of increasé in subscrip-
tions for the MESSENGER gontinues for a few
weeks longer we'will Have NINETY THOUSAND
SUBSCRIBERS to begin the year with!. Isnot
this a pleasing announcement? We think
80 ; but you will notice it begins ‘with an
“if.”  “If” our workers do their very best
during the Christmas week and January,
the MessExgER will have, perhaps, the
largest circulation of any paper of any kind
in this whole continent: Volunteers, prize-
winners, friends of all kinds, will you please
meke one united and extra effort-to accom-
Plish this Tesult. Your efforts have had the
result of improving the MESSENGER very.
much, as this number shows., Who knows
what additional improvements might not be |
made if the eirculation were doubled ! -

A LETTER ABOUT THE NEW DRESS
—VOLUNTEERS AND PRIZES. -

The following - letter, dated November
12th, is from a workeér -in Middlebniy, Con-
necticut, U. S:. . 2 ‘
“ GENTLEMEN,—I have just received your
package of NorTHERN MESSENGERS for Dec.
15, 1 am’ very much pleased with the
change you have made in them, I think
subseribers will appreciate it very much in-
deed. And I think that the old type was o,
great drawback. I think many more will
take it now. .

“I was very pleased with your offer to
volunteers, and would very much like to
Jjoin your regiment and become an olflicer ; I
shall work very ‘hard to obtain an office.
hm'e\q‘uite anumber of subscribers now.
“Will you please send me a prize list..
You give very good prizes.” Your paper is

highly spoken of here in town. I shall txy
my best to do something for it. Wishing

you good success,
“Iremain yours truly,., .
“Lours L. BARTON.” L

We have already had several offers of,
volunteers, and it must be remembered that
this is written before the whole of last
edition has been mailed ; so there is every
evidence that we will very shortly have a
regiment of volunteer officers. We hope it
may be so. .
—_——

THE CLUB RaTES for the #MESSENGER”
when sent to one address, are as follows ;—
1 copy, 30¢ ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copics, $22; 1,000
copies, $200. J. DouveaLn & Sox, Publish-
ars, Montreal. .

MoNTREAL DALY WITNESS, $3.00 0 year,
post-paid.
MoxTREAL WEERLY WITNESS, S1.10 a
year, post-paid.
) Jorx DoucaLn & So,
Publishers, Montreal, Q,

SPECIAL NOTICES.’

Lrps’ Cocos.~~GRATEFUL AND COMFORT-
wa.—“By a thorough knowledge of the
natural laws which govern the operations of
digestion and nutrition, and by a careful
application of the fine properties of well-
selected cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our
breakfast tables with a delicately flavored
beverage which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills. It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a constitution may
gradually De built up until strong enough to
resist cvery tendency to disense. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a weak
Eoint. . We may escape many a fatal shaft
keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and a properly nourished frame.”
Civil Service Gazette.—Sold only in packets
labelled—* James Epps & Co., Homeeopathic
Chemists, London, Eng.” .
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