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“a Christmds ove: su'vxce in the
Sec“nd Weistcock church: -
“Thechiureh "at" Sceond. Westcock wis
quu.mt and old-fnsluoned like - thie, viilago’
“whichy it presided. . Its shingles wete
".gray with the beating of many mters ribs
- libtle'squaré tower was surinounted by four
spindling " posts, like thie legs of atable
< turned ‘heavenward ; its sf:u.rm«T wmdows
“were:adorned: with curtains of: yellow cot-
“ton; ibts uneven -und desolate churclwnrd
"stmwn w1th:gmves .md snow—(lrxfts. occu-
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‘W lule sheplxerds '

hoir, wha looked :

dxstmctly hcu.rd at’ ﬁrsb lesb she should
staftle the singers’;i bat in the second verse

fidence, and then for -two :lines’ the song:
|-was little‘inore than"a Quet between: Lou:
and the reétor’s vigotous baritone. Liithe
third ‘verse; however, it all ‘came right.
Theé choir felt.and’ responded to the strons;
support and “thrilling stimulus: of . the in-.
struinent, nnd at - length censed: to dread:
their own voices. The nuLed little.chureh

sonrr pulsating througly it. -

1)ea.tmor the opemng words of t;h“
_ brouahf, bnck theu- self--.,ontrol -i
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+.One- ol‘ lndy gave

fm' him'as 4 Chris mus‘present.’.
. Turning. to ‘Lou,:the .old: lidy.said

_Ther voices-was all swimming
RIS s'noke. llke, nghb up in the hollow of
the’ ceiling.’
e ’fl‘mnt n trumpeb o mterrupted Teddy,
sh}ly ‘It s o clar’ onet I got a trumpeb
ab l’.l[?mo

*‘But; miss; as Tiwag ‘n-saying
ic f.yourn would jest: soften the
llnrdestillenl't. agever was.' .

- The rector.had just’come- froni tlm vog-’
tl y-room, well“wrapped apin‘his furs, ‘and

1was; slmlcmg hands.and wxshm«r evéry. one’
| v Murty Christmias whiletha sextun Dbrought
rerhedrd: the:

‘the:horse to the:door: . He
‘old’ lndy’s Inst, remark, as shewas: bundlmn
Teddy; up in.ahuge: woollen’ muﬁler
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t| but in a short time it: wis. plain. that ‘the’
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‘stucl. up 80, str.mvely through the drxfts
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frou, the dark sky " - At'this
i fstage of the. journey. '.leddy retired under’
the buﬁ’nlo-robes, and went to sleep in’ the
bottom Gf the pung.
Tlie liorse jogged slowly g.long the some:
heavy - ‘Tond. ells  jiigled:
! ' ushing whxsper of"
lig rector: ‘tilked.
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“The réctor: leb Old J erry cutinto s’ n.llop
‘ag ho-answered, ‘I'mafraid it's a panthér— |.
what they cnll around here-an’ ‘Indian
Devil.! - But I don’t think there'is any real
danger.” It is'a ferocious' benst, “but w1ll
probably give us a wide berth.’: -
‘Why won't it attack us? asked Lou. o
*Oh, it prefers sohtnry victims,’ wphed
the rector. ‘Itmis ordinarily ‘a cautious
‘beast, and doe t; understand “the com-
bination ‘of man zmd horse :and vehicle.:
Only on rare aceasions lins it been known'
to attack péople driving, wnd this" one . will
probab]y keep:well out of our. sight.. How:
ever, it’s just as' well*fo _get- bevond 1ts:
neighborhuod " ulcl\lvf- a8 - possible.’

Stead: <. Jorry, old: boy 1 _‘Steady-—don t
.use yourself:up,too fast 1. -
The rector kept, the horse well in. lmnd :
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an angry snarl,

the sleigh daslied oiit iuto: the pel .
dog; b'\yed angrily from’ ‘the nearest’ “farni;
‘house, and -the panther stuppod shorb‘ on
the edee of the wood.:
‘into the fm-npyurd‘ aid Old: Jerry’ stopped,.
.s!nvermg us if he would fnll between: the‘.
“-sliafts.

‘had: been :stabled and: rubbed; down the
‘regbor resumed “his journey ;. with
hovse,; having no fear- that ‘the
would. venture _
Thiee of the settlers started out fortluﬂth,
‘aud-follawing:the tracks in- the new snow,:
succeeded in. shoutm«r ‘the wild ‘beast uiter
‘a:chase of:two or tlires hiours.: ey
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_ aphttmg 'crench, \\'lld and 'ln;.,h and lonf'_
‘from’ Lou's’ clarionet’”, Lou had” turied,”
and over the bu¢k of the seas wus blowmrr
this peal 'of desperate detiance in the brute’s:
The nstonished animal shirank;
back inhis"tracks, and ; pmnrr again’ mto

Lo turned to the re with a ﬁushed
frce of trxumph ;.and the rector excliimed.: "
in & husky voice, ‘Thank God ' Bub Teddy, .
nplmned What ditl

conclusmn tlmt her:

6/ Jerry it ‘his' top- spued and’-
the underwond- apprehensively.
nr uppenn.d again in’ four or:
B854 retugfiing to- the road,: and:
some: forty- or fifty feet be-:
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hi,lic_l,‘ : Ixe pice was a verycuri-
pus-dis] {i-ribbery 'y spring, whicl:
rapidly close Rtho luumves.

‘ment aguin, APAYRBEIN pieg ing cry the
‘animal’ again 3 ] Tlus time,
‘however, e l\ept to‘the roudnd the mo-

wmept | Lou, pansed - for breuth ‘W resumcd
,‘e’hase.

= ‘Sawe your bre.tth, ‘child,’ exol.umed the
réctor; as Lon again put the slender tube
‘Save your breath, and let
‘him have it ferocmusly when he beging to-
geh too near.” w
‘The animal camé thhm twenhy or tlm'ty :
4

an . edir- splxttm -blast, “and -he’ fell back.;

Lou med a tllrlllmo cadex)zu ; 1b was too
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