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ANY review of the facts and forces which have made up the
wvorld's past bistory and life, that fails to recogrnize the influ-
ential part which the religtious element lias constantly played>
Nvould be an omission so glaring in its character, as to render
suchi a review both fragmentary and unr'iliable, and a very un-
certain guide to any final and safe conclusion that we migb.t
wish to draw.

The more the strange and checkered career of xnankind is
analyzed and understood, the more fully is it denionstrated
that religion> in some formn or other, hias been the xnost iniperial
and world-niovingr power that hias ever had a place and influ-
ence among men since nmans life and history begran. The
manifestations and movénments of this kingly and undecaying
power, are found in ail ages and generations; and above the
,changres and revointions of the thronging centuries, the religious
element forces its way down, and occupies in this latest and
progressive ageA a larger space ini the world's attention, intellect
feeling, lterature and languages, than any- te htcnb

named. The presence of this persistent and universal power
constitute-s one of the inost important facts in the history of
mankind> and it is to the esamination and explanation of this
great force that a large share of the most advanced thought of
our day is being, specially directed. The principal objeet of
this paper is to look som-ewhat carefully at this world-wide
religrious phenomienon> to indicate its distingfuishing character-
istics, and show in as clear a nianner as possible, that amid ail
the multitudinous attenipts wichel have been mnade to meet the
continuons and irresistible demands of man's religions nature
Christianity alone is equal to the task.


