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NOT A WILDERNESS STATE!.

THERE are Very erroncous Vicws 1)reValent in reg-ard to JUSti-
fication. There are those -%hlo are disposed to draw an -,ilalog-y
between the state of thij Jews in the wvi1derness and Christians mi
at stte, of justification. Siuel representations atre very wroiig and

nisleadin g.
The Jews in the wilderness w~ere fuit of unbelief, miurniurers

agrainst God and agrainst Moses, and guilty of the foulest idolatry.
God had to inflict upon thcmi sorc judginents, and the grect mass
of thein failed to enter Canaan-their bones were left to blcach in
the -%ilderness, a, fearful example of God's indignation eagainst
uiibeliever-s.

llow différent the state of the justified Christian under the liglit
and influence of the Ne 'w Testamient dispensation! lHe is a true
believer, having appropriated to hirnsolf the iifinitc mernt of the
,atoinig blood. A il his past transgressions are frcely and fully
forgiven. As far as the east is fromn die west, s0 fîtr lath God
remioved his transgreCssions$ fron hliin. Hlence, ail guilt arisingr
froi the acts of personal. rebellion is rcmioved, and lie is accounted
righiteous before God, just as inunch as thougli lie liad neye-,r sinned.
G uit heing removed, there is no sense of condenmnation renuain-
ing; but on the eontrary, a comfortable assurance of God's favour.
This change of spiritual relation is a witnessed one. The spirit
of adoption is given, whereby the individual crics "21 1ba, Pallier!"'

H1e is now a ehild and an lieir of God, and a joint hecir with Jesus
Christ-heir to, ail that God is iii iiself, and to all that Hie /,w
iii the lengthi and breadth of lusi king-dom. M-or-eovoer, in conuc-
tion -%ith. this pardon of sin, and the adoption into the D)ivinie
farnily, there is the work of moral reqeneration, s0 tit lie is t'C-

newed in the spirit of bis mind, ail his powers beingr set hiaven-
wiard instead of earthward. Hie lias within hlmi the pninciple of
.lir-itiul li/e, and thie graces of truc holiness are ail jr ,)Iaiited in
infantile degree, s0 that ail such are called "ats" Thîis is no
wvilderneiss state -it is gloriolns, aMd there is o c»y ol btej) froîn
this to entire stinctification.-Guide to Iho/miess.

WHEN enlcess day dispels the strife
Which, blinds and (larkzefs 110w,

Perchance the brightcst crown of life
Shall deck soine lowly brow.

Then Iearn, despite thy bodiingy fel.S,
Froin sced withi sorrow soin,

In lone obscurity ancl teaî's,
Thie riclicat slieaves are groivi.


