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The goldsmiths' bazaar proved a quaintly interesting pIacS,
ail the more striking from its titter unlikeness to one's established,
ideas of a jeweller's shop. TPhere were fifty or si'ty craftsmen
assembled in the great vaulted chamber, which looked old enoughi
to have sheltered the goldsmiths of PamascLs from the time cf
Saladin. It was sadly out of repair and had ne floor except the
uneven, dusty earth. A rude bench supplied the place cf ;counter
to each merchant, a dingy box on- the bench beside him, ileld his
stock-in-trade. They, had 'few tools and very primitive cnes at
thac, but the work accomplished with this siender equîpment was
muarvellous in its dainty finish. There were filigree uecklaces
and bracelets cf silver wire, fine as cobweb, yet strqg and durable.
Quaîntly beautiful brooches cf odd designs, aucient buekies and
classic-looking girdies; these, and many other lovely things, came
out of the dingy. boxes, and as everything was sold by weight,
and the price invariable, there ivas at least one place in the Orient
where it wam safe Vo pay what was asked.

This could net be said of the silk ~~.-
bazaar, which had a sliding scale -:
of prices, but was a most attractive ~ ~ ~ Il

place nevertheless. We had been I

often told that there wvere ne longer ~~
anv native-woven sîlks in the East,
that they were imported from
France or elsewhere; so it was ;t
surpriseVo see men Jearrying large
spindies él the yellow, raw silkz
through the streets, audl te see the -BÀÂ.

looms in operation in every partINA ZAR

of the silk bazaar. The qnality and
texture cf the goods furnished unmistakable proof cf their
enigin in a place se far behind the age as te be ignorant cf the

*arts of cidressing " and cifilling " empleyed by manafacturers
*elsewhere. This absence cf 4s varnish 'l' gives a softness te the

surface, very pleasaut te, the eye and touch, and contributes te the
artistic eff'ect noticeable in Oriental silks. The staîls in the silk
bazaD. were principally filled with articles cf native dress-
kefiyehs for the head, in all colours; long sashes in iwhitç .er
yellcw twilled silk; long robes for men, cf thin silk lined with
cotton and closely and beautifally quilte& by haud.

On leaving this bazaar il. seemed te follow natnrally that we
should look for otte of roses, another specialty cf Vhis region. Wé
followed our -guide through a maze cf windîng, dimly lighted
alleye- to a dingy little street, where we found a dingy fittie shop
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