
Tolstoï: A Leader of MPen.

neo-Christianity-" My Religion."
Strange is it, that a society imbued
with anti-religieus ideas and positive
science, read thn books cf the con-
verted author ivithi the saine curi-
csity and ardour w'ith ivhichi they
read his romances.

In "6My Confession," the novel-
writer, who, lad become a rnoralist
and theosophiat, tells in five or six
Inemcrable lines the whiole stery
cf his soul : "I1 have lived iii this
world fifty-five years ; for nearly
forty cf those years 1 have been a
.Nihilist in the true sense cf that
word : not Socialist and revolutien-
ary, according te the perverted
meaning attached te it; but really
Nihilist, that is, lacking in all fSitl.,
belicving in nothing." Here is an-
other passage cf the " Confession ":
" Early in my life I lest niy faith ;
1 have iived, like ail cther' people,
among the various varieties cf life.
1 have done soinething in literature,
undertakîng tu teach ethers thinge
cf which 1 knew nothing. Theil
the Sphinx began te, pereecute me,
saying as te (IEdipus of old : ' Guess
my riddle or I will deveur thee.'
Human science explained te, nie
nething. TQ my incessant questions,
the only cnes that concerned me:
'Why de 1 live? What arn 1V'
Science answered by teziching me a
hiundred ether things whiclh 1vere, cf
ne censequence te, me."

The whole ToIstcinian doctrine
can be sumined up in these few
werds: tho law cf Christ and its
practice is the sacrifice cf cne's own
existence fer the geod cf one 's
neiglibour; the law cf the wenld,
on the other hand, is a cruel and
inurderous etruggle for one's covn
existence. The fundamiental points
cf the religion cf ToIstol are these:-
Regulat.a your own life by the evan-
gelical precepts cf the Sermon on
the Mount. Shun ail violence.
Lesist ziet Evil. Divide the prceeds

of your labeur with the peer. Rie-
verence the farily-bave ne divorce,
ne libertinage.

Teist&ul is net a fool, as some
think him, nor a inystic, as ail call
him. Mvsticiern is a transcendental

doctrine whiich sacrifices the present
life te the future life. The doctrine
cf Toletol is not a dream or ail
cetasy ; but aution, the knowiedge
and practice cf life ou thie earth;
just the opposite cf mysticisin.

Tire evolution iii him lias been
complete, and alse lcgical and ra-
tional. Perhaps there lias never
been a more ncteworthy evolution
since thiat cf Biaise Pascal. The
moral conversion that Toistol lias
narrated and described, %vas working
in hiua for thirty years ; îrnd in his
mnost fameus and popular roinances
ie found the germ cf bis last writinge.

I his iatest volume, -"Salvation
Ie in Yourselves,> Toletdl answers
tihe criticisms cf the doctrines lie
expeunded in bis preceding ivorke,
and accepts, confimns, and elcquentiy
sustainr the foul consequences cf hie
theories. The spirit cf this iiew
bock has been, with sorne reason,
defined as Braigeliccd Niilsm. In
the epinionof revolutionary nihilism.
ail gcverniments, ail politicai organ-
izatiens, ail laive, ail administrations
are eviis-we ehould destroy the
present social arrangement. Se,
for ToIstdi, every governînent is
oppressive and anti-Christian, and
or social order is essentiaily in-
iquitous. He, howevc.-r, opposes
violence, declares tiatitoîn-resistanee
is the f undamental doctrine cf Christ,
and dees net sanction armed reexe-
tance, even in tire case cf legitimate
defence.

Notwithetanding Tolstcï's defects
and exag,,geraticns, hiow colossal
appears tha figure cf this nman,
always sincere, always a lover cf
humanity, a hero cf true and active
charity, who lives with the poor and
for the poor; a true leader, a true
reality among se many pliantonis;
a word, a reai wcnd, amid se mnuch
faisity and emptiness cf the panlia-
mentary, jourmîalistic, and ]I;terary
babblera who infest Europe. Even
those who dissent inost from his
theories, if there beats in their
besoi the heant cf a man, ought
te betid revereziy before the genius,
and tue seul cf Leo Tolstdi.-Nuora
.dntologia, Rlome, in Lite-rar-y Digeqt.
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