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Amiong the changes it mnakes, one for-
hids the holding of special communiiii-
citions for the conferring of degrees,
'vhich Seemis of questioniabl e uîility.
L.odges inust confine their work to live
candidatLs a day.

Ini the report of G rand Secretary
Elhlers the followinig p)assage occuI*s

At the date of my first report to t.he
(Grand Lodge, there were 09,629 Mas-
ter Masons in g ood standing 111)01 our

risr.At that timc wv hiad a debt
titinîng to morte thiaî $6oo.ooo,

wvîth no0 prospe'ct ini the near future of
d]ischarg-ing that debt, and applying the
relvenules of the Craart for- the building
and supp)ort of a H-onte. Shor1l'
t hereafter, thc pian for the acconplish-
ment of the hierculeani task of paying
the debt was in)auguted. TIhe latent
unergies (>f oui- brethrenl 'ere aroused
;ind v-ery nîany lcdges, the moment the
desire and purpose of the Grand Ms
ter wvas inade known, entered vigor-
cOusly into the work. Ini three yea,-rs
the task 'vas so grandly accomplishied
as to challenge the admiration of the
Masonic wvorld. D uring the l)eriod,
wvhile the wvork of payingq the debt wvas
yet in progress, a fair was organizted by
the ladies of New York and Brooklyn,
which, through the splendid efforts of
those near -and dear to us, rcesulted in
realizing, the inagnificent sumu of more
thani $8i,ooo, which bemaile the nucleus
for b)uilding thc Home. TI- laying of
the corner-sionie of thai. 1-mmre, its er2c-
tion and subsequent dedication foi-
Io'ved ini rapid succession, the cost of
the edifice being $23o,ooo.

TIhe brother wvho, muore iani fifty
years ago, while fillintg the office ot
Grand Secrctary, evolved the idea of
b)uilding(- a hall in this City, out of thle
revenues of 'vhich should be erected
and maintained. a Home, for the indi-
gent brother, the destitute widowv and
the helpless orphian, Il builded, better
than lic kntew.'' Aniong the inmiiates
of our Home is the dautctr of the
founider of the Hll and Asyluni Fund.

The following ofirers werc elected
M.W. Bro. Johin Stewart, G.M. ; RW.-
Bro. W. William A. Sutherland, I).G.

,q. ; 13ro(s. Chais. E. Ide, SGW
ias. W. CLîshmnan, I.G.WV. ,Win.

Mýcl )onaldl, G. Treasuirer ; Edward M.
L. lEirG. Secretary -,jantles B3.
Gillic, Roderick Campbell andi Freder-
ick Bl. Mlorris, Tlrustees of 1-lail and
As)IlumFnd Jfsui L' J0U--

THE CURSE 0F IlRITUAL TIN-
KERS."

TIhe craftsman or companion ho
lias a disposition tu be conservative. iln
regard to the esoieric 'vork in Mason-
ry, is kept in a condition of supreme
di.sgýust iii n oticingl the patching and
Cobbling the ritu.ilisn)cive fioni a
class of mien wvhose business IL would
seli to be tu tîîker with the soteric
Il ork." both in craft and capitular

I-reeînasonry. It has ever been thus,
and the result is that no two Iîiisdis-
tions inu Amierica work al.And stili,
each one insists that it hias the onlY
original Simon Pure forin of work.

'l'ie t bas repeatedly caled attenl-
tnt hiis elbut where more poiver-

fui influences ire ýupreme, ai Icrotests
are valueless and the linker's hamnner
and soldezring- iron are kcpt laisily at
%vor-k. This is ver>' perceptible il)
ci)itulai- work and one would think
that havingl the governnment of thec
G(;eiieral Grand Chaipter over Aticericani
capitular i\asonry, there would be a,
sort of uniformity in the Royal Ai-cl)
Masonic jurisdictions, holding obed-
ienre to the ruling b)ody. B-ut suchi is
far froni being the case, even wvith the
assistance ocf a "k-ey," prcsumed t, have
the inidorscnment of the (3enerai Grand
Cnapter. Ihere i5 flot a chapter iaà
the United States Ihat. works exa-ctly
alike. Ail have more or îess made
sorte deî>arture fromi the Ilkuy,- and
e]altorated to suit the idea of somjne
local "degree tiinker" who interjiolate.sa
change here and there in the wa), of
i mprovernen t (?). Ini M \iciga ni wve
elaborate by clipping soiietingiç off,
until wve have the Royal Archi and ail
its accessory degrees trimmiied down to
a shadow (if old.tinie capitular Nlasoii-


