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THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

that he had got by mistake into the
hall of some other sooiety.

- And this is just why we would like
to seo o convention held. as we sug:
gosted in the beginning of this article,
~—Masonic Chronicle.

BY-LAWS OF MASONICO LODGES.

Every Masonic Liodge must have
a oode of by-laws for its government.
Unlike most other organized bodies,
however, the power to enact its own
by-laws does not reside primarily in &
Liodge, but in the Grand Lodge under
which it holds its charter. Some
Grand Lodges exercise their full
powers by adopting a uniform code
of by-laws for Licdges holding char-
ters under ther, while others concede
to Lodges in part the right to adopt
their own. In the latter case, how-
ever, sush by-laws do mnot become
valid until approved by the Grand
Liodga, se the snaciment of them is
really by the Grand Lodge. When
thus approved, they become & law for
the government of the Liodge, and
must be followed strictly in the trans-
actior of business and management of
its affairs. They cannot be altered
or amended except in the manner
provided in them for alterations or
amendments, and any change must
be submitted for the approval of the
Grand Liodge as in the first instance.

In many organizations the practice
of suspending & by-law for the time
being prevails, in order to meet somse
emergency which has arisen, in which
the body desires to act contrary fo its
provisions. That such a right exists
i8 very generally conceded where
there 18 no law prohibiting it. Ina
body thus empoweFed to adoptits own
by-laws its government is wholly
within itself, and if the members by
unanimous consent decide to suspend
qne or more of its by-laws, for the
time being, there is nething to pre-
vent it, although such adtion is always
of doubtful expediency, and is often
productive of bad results. Unless all
the members have been duly notified

of such proposed aotion it is not troat-
ing the absent ones feirly, as they
have the right to expect that the pro-
ceedings will be in accordance with
existing regulations. :

As & Masonio Liodge cannot shange
one of its by-laws without the sonsent
of the Grand Lodge, it must neces-
garily follow that it cannot suspend
one for the time being without tho
same oonsnpt. It cannet of its own
volition, set aside what it cannof
make. No emergency can arise to
justify such action. The Worshipfal
Maaster and every other officer, before
being installed into office is obligated
to support and maintain the Consti-
tution and general regulations of the
Grand Lodge, and to discharge the
duties of his office to the best of his
ability,. He will nob, therefore,
knowingly permit any violation of
Masgonie law, and should be especiel-
ly oareful to see that the by-laws of
his Liodge are strictiy snforced.

In noting the proceedings of the
various Grand Lodges, as they come
to haund, we find in the official reports
of Grand Masters many dispensations
granted to Liodges to perform some
act contrary to the provisions of their
by-laws. We have always supposed
that it was the daty of s Grand
Master to see that existing laws were
enforced, and that, of all others, he
should be the last to assist in violat-
ing them. Some of these Most Wor-
ghipfuls seem to think differently.
They appear to be as much of am -
autocrat as was King Soiomon in his
palmy days. As dispensators they
are a success, If a Liodge wants to
spread o ballot in less than the ra-
quired time, a dispensation is granted.
‘We notice one instance of a dispensa-
tion to raeceive the petition and ballof
for the candidate at a special meeting.
How about the previpus noticc and
dae inquiry into his cheractar, thas
the W. M. obligated himgelf, shoul@
have in every instance? What right
has a Grand Master to obligate &
Meson not to perform a certain ack,

and then give him permission to vie-



