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that he hadl got by niotake ite the
hall of some ether soeiety.

SAnd this is just why we would like
to ses a convention helld. as we sug.
gosted in the beginning cf thie articiS.
-Masonic Chrrnicle.

9-LAWS 0F MASONIC LODGflS.

Every Masonie Lodge must have
a code of by.lawe for its governn2ent.
Unliko most other organized bodies,
howover, the power te enact its own
by-laws does net reside priniarily in a
Lodge, but in the Grand Lodge under
which it holds its charter. Some
Grand Lodges exorcise théir full
powers by adoptirig a uniferm code
cf by-laws fer Lotiges holding Char-
ters undor them, while others concede
te, Lodges iu part the right te adopt
their own. In the latter case, how-
evér, snob by-'Aaws do net become
valid until approved by the Grand
Lodge, IM th U f th'aL_
really by the Grand Lodge. When
thus approved, they beceme a law for
the government cf the Lodge, aud
must be followed strictly in the trans-
action cf business and managem~ent of
its affairs. They caunot be altered
or ameude oxcept in the manuor
providod in them for alterations or
ameudments, and auy change must
be snbmittod for the approval of the
Grand Lodge as in the firat instance.

kn many organizatione the practice
of suspending a by.law for the time
being prevails, in order te, meet some
emergency which. has arison, in which
the body desiros te act contrary te its
provisions. That such a right existe
le very generally conceded where
there je ne Iaw prohibitiug it. kn a
body thus empowe-red te adopt its own
by-laws its government ie wholly
within itef, and if the members by
unanimons consent decide te suspend
one or more cf its by-laws, fer the
tume being, thore is nethir-g te pro-
vent it, although such action is alwaye
of doubtfnl, expediency, and le often
pjroductive of bad reaults. Unlees &Hl
the members have been dnly notified

of snobh proposed actiôn it ie nlot treat-
img the absent ones fatirly, as they
have the right to expot that the pro-
cedinge will be iu accerance çvit
existing regulatione.

As a Masonio Lodgû cannotchan,,"
oe of.its by-laws without the aonsent
of the Grand Lodge, it must noces-
sarily follow that it cannot suspencl
one for the time being viithout the
saine Consnnt. It Cannet of its ownE
volition, set aside what it Cannet
inake. No emsrgoncy eati arise to
justify snob action. The Wore3hipfu.l
Master ana evsry othor officer, before
being installed into office ig obligated
to suppoert ana nmaintain the Consti-
tution and genoral regalations of tho
Grand LTodge, and te, diecharge the
Idutiee of bis office to the best of hirs
ability. Ho wiUl net, therefore,
knowingly permit any violation of
Masonie law, and should be especial.
ly careful te see that the by-laws of
hie Luodge are strictly anforced.

In noting the proceedings of the
varions Grand Lodges, as they corne
te hand, we find in the officiai, reportEt
of Grand Masters many dispensatione
granted te Lodges te performa soma
act contrary te the provisions of their
by-laws. We have always supposeil
that it was the duty of a Grandl
Master te se that existing laws were
enforceci, and that, of ail others, ho
shonld be the last to assist iu 'violat-
ing them. Some of these Most Wor-
shipfuls seem, te think differently.
They appear te be as mucli of an
autocrat as was Ring Solomon in hie
palmy daye. As dispensaters they
are a succecs. If a Lodge wants te
spread a ballot in lese than the re-
quired time, a diepensation is grantedl.
We notice one instance of a dispensa-
tien te receive the petition ana ballot
for the candidate at a special meeting.
How about the previpus noticç. and
due inquiry inte his character, thet
the W. M. obligateda himself, shonlld
h ave in every instance? What right
bas a Grand Master te obligate a
Mason net te perform a certain act,
and thon give hlm permission te via-


