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T HE. strawbcrry is more cosmopoli-tan in its adaptation to soil, clinuate
and conditions, as welI as palates,

titan any other fruit. It grows and
flourishies iii the sutnny soutit. It is
founld smiling its wvelcome in the eariy
spring on the prairies of te far nortit,
and at ail points betweeni it growvs or
ruay bc grown.

It wvas feared by iinany that the in-
portation of strawberries from thc Unit-
ed States would resuit iii weakeniing the
appetite of consuniers and lowering the

p"ice of the lîome-grown article. VThe
history of deinand aîîd average prices
for tic past 10 years shows a contrary
effect. Witli thc increase of importa-
tions and thc trcbling of the acreage in
home-groivii berrnes, the demand and
price have kept full pace.

CUI.VVATION
lthe old saviing thiat iii order to prop-

erly train a child one shuuld have begun
with its grandmnotîter, .tpplies with full
force to, the cult.ivation of the strawv-
berry. If lanîd lias been liberal.y fertil-
ized and tillcd in such a inanner as to
keep down ail weeds for two or thrce
scasons previously ta its being planted,
haif the battie lias been fougit and wvon.
Witlt ordinary intelligence applied
to later operations, success is insurcd.

Wliile the strawberry wvi11 succeed oit
a variety of soils, the ideal one ir- a rici,
sandy loain ivitli a quicksand sub-soil,
not too near the surface. Having
selected such. a soul, it should be wvell
fert-ilized and faîl plowed. In spring,
cultivation should begin early in order
to YecLin moisture and, in cases wvhere
the soil is iteavy, to keep it from becomn-
ing *hard. Whenl ready to plant in

spnng plowv deeply, harrow and tiien
10o1i firinly.

PLANTING
The distance betw~een thc rows and bie-

tween thte plants in the r0W depcnd
somewliat on personal opinion and
largely on tic habits of the variety. 1
prefer a distance of thrce feet bctween
the roivs and fromn 15 to 24 incites be-
twcen te plants in thte r0w.

Probably the xnost conimon nxethod
of planting is for one man to carry a
spade in one hand and a basket of plants
in the otiter, wiie another mni or boy
puts thc plants in thc itoles miade by the
spade and cadi presses a foot titrougli
the carth at the roots of thte plants as
they pass on. In titis inanner an active
man and a boy can plant about one-itaif
an acre a day.

As soon as the planting is over, the
soil should bc well cultivated and lîoed
ta retain moisture 'atid to prevent te
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air from gcttii!g at any roots titat have
not been entirely covered. Cultivation
sitould lie continued at intervals of
about once a w~eek for the first two
nxonths. Early riinîers sliouldble ttted
into the rows as they forîn the strongcst
plants. iThe rovs should not lic allowvcd
toi become inaUcci by plants that set
late. Sonie of our nîost sticcessful
growers allow ecdi parent plant to set
but two young plants on cithier sie.
Titis systein, called thec 'hcdge rowv," is
not generally practised, nior is it con-
ceded to bc alwvays practicable.

Wlien the frosts of Decemiber corne,
the rows should be înulched iii such a

ovens (w'hicli are stili designated ex-
press cars), or wlien the trains run ilito
mxarket tlîree or four itours late, the
result is quite different to that obtained
when the crates are properly handled,
depositeci in a tvell-veinti;ated car and
delivered at their destination on sclied-
uled tinte.

The distribution of the crop is oneC of
the niost important factors, and ive
thiîîk thc ordinary groiver wvouId do well
if lie wonld confine shiprnents on comn-
mission to the larger centres, and aliow
buyers at local points to supply snxaller
mnarkets. If ail tite inoutlhs in the Do.
iniion are given access to a full allotv-
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way as to proteet the plants from, the
sevenity of tîte wittter. The followving
spring-,, cultivation is again iîecessary,
espcci.illy if thc plantation is to bce main-
tain cd for a second year's picking.

PICXKING AND SELLUNG
To get the bernies picked carefully,

regularly and proinptly, is the knotty
part of the problcrn. Provision should
be made a season in advancc for a sup-
ply of pickers. 'IhIese requir± consider-
able tact in nianaging. Pickiîîg is donc
by .piecework at tue usual rate of one
cent a box. In addition, a prcnliuîn of
some kind migit bie given those piekers
wvho, by skill and ncatncss, briîîg it
their bernies iii the inost attractive and
salcable condition.

Marketing is cte next feature in order.
he success or failure of ail our efforts

up toi titis stage depends, to a grcater or
less degree, oit thc services rendcred by
the transportation companies, rather
than on tic prices chargcd. \Vhcn tie
crates are tirowvn tlirec or four feet by
a stupid, careless cxprcssnian, and land-
cd in one of tic old-fashioned, stuffy

axice of strawberies, ive need not fear
a glut iii futture inarkets.

I have outlinied a systein involving a
large amoulit of labor, care and expense.
Wliat resit slîould. tîte average grower
expect from sucli a systeni, fairly carried
out? Place the average crop at 7,500
quarts an acre, the average price at six
cents at railway station, making thus
tlir suin of $450 as the gross receipts for
an acre. From tliis, deduct thc follow-
ing charg~es: Piants required, $25; cul-
tivation, $25; fertilizers, $35; rent, $5;
picking, $75; packages, $75; and pack-
ing and dclivery, $25. This makes a
total of $275 and leaves a net profit of
$175, a suni wlîich every good cultivator
itîay expcct ta excecd and ivhich, also,
compares favorably ivitli otiter branches
of fruit growing.

I do gencra pruniiîg carly in the
spring aîîd timen go over the trees again
aftcr tme Ieaves conte ont to reniove
discascd limbls, whicli couid not lic
noticed befoie the buds open..-Harry
Demnpsey, Redniersville.


