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THE DATE. PALM OF THE EAST.

notably St. Martin's, Canterbury, St. Mary's in
Dover Castle, and-theruins of Perianzábùloe. Aüd
the-British Christians bad *on over not à few of
their-pagan lords>to-the faith, for Christians Werè
found among.the:hôu:ehold officers of Cobstan-
tius-though- it is true the nuierous relics of
Roman.occupation unearthed froi time to time
fröinthe-siies of villas and emples, do· not yiçid
many emblens.of Christianity.

WITrDRAWAL OF TirE ROMANS, A. D. 410.

This was the coidition of the -island when our
story .proper opens iiith the évacuation of the
Roman garrisons. The mistress- ofthè woild had
for nearlygtwo céituries been showing symplomns cf
decay. Her home populaiion was depletedby.her
wars of foreign coriluest and domestichetion, and
their resòurces èxhausted by fiscal exactions.
Brigandage and piracy wére rampant, and incor-
sions of iorthern bsrbarians haassing her coasts
were taxing ail her meansof.defence.

It was recessary to concentrate the scattered
legions for the protection of the empiré. Under
these criticaicircuràstañices theEmnperor Honorius
determined to abandon some of ihe outlyitigipro-,

inces, and in A. D. 4o withdrew from Britain
the whofe staàf oftnliieial oificers and thes,aoo
troops thatfloïméd the garrison.

With t4q court and the military establishment,
the RonaU- residénts of wealth and pleasure also
riattrally -withdrew, and Britain, no longer a pro.
vince of the Empire,.was left. to its own resources.
The iésult was yery disastrous. Accustomed for
ho less than 30o ,yearà to be governed:by a strong
and ablè administration the British had lost.the
power-of self government: they had no organiza.
tio of any kind-; indeed, they were constitution-
ally incapable of combination except in presence
of a comnimon ýfoe for the defence cf iheir lovéd
heartbs and homes, and they speedily fell inio a
state of disintégration. Iraaddition to tbismis-
foitune, the disturbed state'of Europe, coupled
*ith, the withdrawal of the strong protection of
Roman arms and. Roman fleets, put a: serioïs stop

- trade and · ormmerce with the còntinent.
The communication, howeve 1 wihich had been

froin the begimainé so constant betwen the
Churches of Britain and Gaul, was still mainiainéd
for a feir years-longer.

PELAGIAN HERIESY, A. P. 429.

It was not quite twenty years after the with-
draral of the Romans, that a dangèr threatening
the fith of the Chuich was- the occasion of re-
newed intercourse betwYeën them. The Pelagian
heresy had found its way:into Briiain and threat-
enéd to spread seiously théïe, not only from.the
circumstancethat its founder Morg-n, i.e. "sea-
born " (Latin Pelagius) bèing a fello*.countryman,
büt because its furidanental principle, an exagger,
ated idea of tb human mil, hadforied a;feature
ii the teaching.and traditions of.thé Druids.

GERMANUS. AND LUPUS. .

The British Church.was conscious of a lack of
learning in its own clergy to meet and confute the
subtileties of the new doctrine, and theiefore ap-
pealed for assistance to the Gallican-Bishops--the
nionasteries of Gaulbeingatthis time distitiguishëd
for learning and the cultivation of literattire. The
Church thus appealed-to convened a Synd, and
deputed Gerimanus, Bishop of Auxerte, and-Lupus,
Bishop of Troyes, to visit.Britain. They crossed
the Channel in à storm in thewinter ofA. D.429 ;
and on landing preacbed incessantly-in churches,
at cross-roads and in thé.open countiy-and àî-
ways-with great success. The Pelagian teachers
for a =time shrunk from an encounter- 'with these
apologists of thetrui, and when-at length ihey
vétured upon a public. disputation, the resultwas
a triumphan.vindicition of.the Faith.

Two incidents in thenision of S. S. Germanus
and Lupus re- of.special interest-theirvisit to the
sbrine of St. Alban the Verulai, and their rout-
ing of a1bost of Picts and Scots, whio bd come
down:to.attackthe BritishWarmy, just.baptized; by
the-simple ruse of placing-a body of men in am-
bush and instructing>them, at given signal, simul-
tai.eously te raise three times the shout "Hak-
Iujah."

GERMANUS AND-SEVERUSý.A. A. 447.
This mission lasted about two years; but-in A.


