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The @eeh’'s Lets,

O’Donovan Russa is recovering from the wound inflicted by Mrs.
Dudley.

O'Donovan Rossa's paper offers a reward of ten thousand dollars
for the Lody of the Punce of Wales, dead or alwve,

It 1s hoped that the British expedition to Bechuans: land will
eftect 1its vbject without hyghtinyg the Boers,

It is stated the Senator Bayard, hag been oftered and will prob.
ably aceept the pusition of Seetetary of State i Cloveland’s adnun.
istration.

Mr. M. Daly of Hulifax, son of the late Sir Dommic Daly, has

been appointed Deputy Speaker of the Canadian House of Com.
mons.

The Russian troops are smd to be be now within forty miles of
Herat, in Afuhiistan, and thar suzare of that post 1s 1egarded ag
imminent. Compheations may ensue.

Several Canadian Otlivers have offered the British Authonties to
raise Canadian regmments for service in Esypt.  The offers have
not been aceepted.

The John H. Stratford Hospital, the mumtficent gift of Mr. John
H. Stratford ta the City of Brantford, was formally spened on the
10th iust., by his Honour, the Licutenant Governor of Ontario.

At o mee ing of Fentans held in Chicago, on Suaday, the Sth
mst., one of the Spexkers announced that 1t was the object of the
organization to blow up the whole City of Lundon with dynamite.

It is announc d that the grading on the whole line of the Cana-
dian Paatic Radway between Sudbury Junetion and Port Avthur,

will be completed within two weeks, and the rails hud within two
months.

The Reform Associntionof South Oxford, on the 10th inst., passed
a resvlution disapproving of lmperial Federation, and afliviuing
that any change made should be i the duccuon of Canadian iu-
dependence.

At o Public Meeting of the Ciilzens of Kingstou, on the 9th inst.
strong resotutivas agatnst tie proposed Umiversiry Confederation
were carrted, and a deputation appomted to lay the views of the
meeting before the Ontario Guvernment,

tome exeitement has been created in Englind, and a good deal
in Australia, by Germany’s annexation ot the Samoan  Isiands.
Whether this action s taken wiuh the consent of the Briush
Govertunent does not yet appuar.

Earl Roscberry, has beea appointed Lord of the Privy Seal
plice of Lord Carhngiord, resigned.  Lhe accession of Lord Rose.

berry, will, 1t 1s thuught, add considerably to the strength of the
Briush Cabimet.

A ternble holocaust oceurred in the burning of the insane winyg
of the Bwvaley Almshuuse at Phuadeiptua, on the 10thnst.  Or
the farge number of lumates of the usuitution, 18 lunattes aie
known to have perished, and 79 were sad to be missing and un-
iceounted for the day atter the fire.

Anvther victory has been won over the rebel Arabsin the Sou.
dan, at the cost of anotaer brave Brittsh General, and severat
soldiers.  The rebel positto.e at Birti, was stormed and carvied on
the 10th 1nst., by General Barle’s command, but the General hine
selt felt winle gatlantly heading a charge.

An explosion tovk place on the 10th 1mst., m the Vale Colliery
at Westwlle, Picton, N. 8. Of tuenty too men who were m te
mine at the tme thirteen were mstantly hilled, and six more ui
less sertously mjured.  Tharty-rhreo chitdren are left fatherless by

the catastiophe. A coroner’s verdict exonerates the manager from
bliume, .

From reports collected by members of Colonel Wilson’s party,
and now sutd to be contirmed by an offioal proclumation of the
M.ahdi, there is httle veason to doubt that Goraon was killed at the
tuking ot Khartouws by « stab in the buck us he went out mto the
strest to hnd out the cause of the commotivn.  The Mahdy’s trocps
were admitted by treacherous natives whom Gordon trusted.

Special Articles.

UNIFORM AND PROMOTION EXAMINATIONS,

What are they? They are written examinations for the Second,
Third, and Fourth Classes, held upon the same day in all the
schools of a County, at®which all the pupils enrolled for the half-
year are required to write. After the answer papers have been
valued and veturned to the respective schools, the average of each
clags, and the promotions made, are published. The averago of a
class is ascertained by dividing tho aggregate marks by the number
of pupils enrolled, not by the number that wrote, otherwise, it
would become an object with the teacher to have the poorly pre-
parved ones absent themselves,  In this way, trustees and parents
have, ¢ach year, not unly the marks made by each pupil of their
awn schools, bat the average standing of each class n all the
schools. The questions are framed to cover the work luid down
for each class, and to test, to some extent, the pupil’s knowledge
of the work of the previousclass, Thu the ex :mination answers
the double purpose of determining the promotion of pupils, and
the standing of classes. .

IWhat are their advantages? In the first place, they prevent pre-
mature promotions.  Some teachers promote on a reading basis ;
some, to make an appearance of bringing on thewr pupils ; somo
promote because the parents urge it; and some, because they are
about to leave, and desive to forestall their successors. Not un-
frequenily, a teacher engaging in n school of this kind has to
spend 2 year in fitting the pupils for the classes in which he finds
them, and i3 unable to make a promotion during the whole period.
Having brought up the school to a point at which the results of
his Iabor begin to be apparent, he is succeeded by a teacher, or
rather a school-keeper, who, in two months, neutralizes all the pre-
vious good work dune, by promoting every class in the school, win-
ning gulden vpinions from the scction, while the former teacher is
censured as indolent or indifferent.  Some teachers build up a re-
putation for successtul work, by preparing pupils for Eatrance
Examinations, while neglecting, or slighting, the lower classes of
the school. Having, in this way, in the course of & couple of y.ars,
cleared out the more clever pupils, they transfer their labours to
another school, and continue a kind of parasitic existence, thriving
upon the solid work of their lessshowy, but more eflicient brethren.

All these defects are remedied by the examinations under con-
sideration. A system of uniform promotion is adopted, and
thoroughness in school work secured.  Neglect of any portion of
the school, or inattention to auny subject of the course, will bo
plainly indicated. The record will discriminate with unmistakable
clearness between the industrious teacher and the indolent one, be-
tween tho eflicient and the incompetent. The results are made
public, the answer papers with their values are returned to the
pupils, and their consideration gives parents and trustees a now in-
terest in school matters. The advantage of employing a good
teacher, or the losg consecquent on an irregular attendance at
school, comes to them with new force.  They begin to realize that
the superficial teacher whom they charactenize as & good one, be-
ciuse he ““suits everybudy,” may be doing anytling but good work.
A healthy emulation is excitea among pupils and parents to have
their school maintain a creditable standing as compared with that
of others. This leads to more work and better work, in schooland
outof it.

Contrast this state of affairs with that which follows a half-day’s
inspectoral visit, having in viow, .primarily, tho same object—-esti
wating the standing of tho classes and of the school. With the

timo at his disposal, the examination cannot but besuperficial, and



