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who lave the capacity to reccivo it, and brings to liglit gonius and
talent which utlherwiie would lie '" mute and ingloriousi."

''hvre eau bc no doubt that the elliciency of our Higih Schools
has greatly incr-eased msinice 1871, and i shiall refer tIl a few of the
chanîges to whiel this is to bu chiefly ascribed. lIn the first place,
thrnrgh the presure wisely exerted L,3 the Departmnis t, a grcater
mi nuamber if masters is now empl, though the am.uber of selhîools
ias slightly diminîisled. Il the year mientioncd very fewi of th
107 selools eilployed more than une imaster , now there is an aver.
ae of three iusters to each of the 103 schjools. Somaae schools that
foraîameriy had but une master non ha% e four, and thu e is lot a single
instance in wiicli tione master is found attempting the stupndous
task of teacling all the subjects of the cuarivuimîn. Thius we have
letter chassification, better discipline, better teaclinag, greater in-
dustry on the part of the pupils, and, 41n the wliole, a state of
elliciency incomparably in advance of tiat of former days.

In the second place : I have n1o doubt that the action of the De-
iartmin ut regarding Union Schools, and the qualifications of
masters, lias been attended with good resuilts. Thirdly. the En-
trance examination and the lnteriediate have producedso muarked
au influence that they deserve more than a passinig notice.

All experince has showni the nece-ssity of a change, both in the
standard prescribed for entramce and the mode of conducting the
exaniiations Boys and girls possessig a mcre sîiattering of the
elenents of a public school education had been allowed to swar
into the IHigh Schools to swell the average attendance, and increase
the grant fron the public treasur%. 'T'le cousequecue was that
the character of the publie schools was greatly impaired,
vhile miany of the high schools, far fromt doiig the work for
which they were designed, niglit be said to have a
local habitation and a naie, but nothing more. It
becane necessary, therefore, to iustitute a mure rigid examination
and to naîke it unifori for all the schouols. This was donc ; and
the excellent results of the change aire uîniversally adiitted.
Justice las been donc to the botter class of schools at whose
expensi, mnany of the inferior schools drew large suins fron the
public funds-not a few of the low-grade schouls have been raised
to a higher plane--the really good schools have becoio still botter,
and new life lias beei iif,ised inîto the public schools.

The lIterimediate exainination, though it lias not been so long in
operation as that for entrance, has told with great effect un our
Iligli Schools. It wvas instituted, as is well known, at a point about
iiidway between the begimiiniig and the end of the Higli Schoul
course. It is not a coiîpetitive, but a qualifyiig exainiiiation ; it
lias been establisied to render the work of inspection more definite
and thorough, and to enable the Departmîent tu apiply the principle
of payment by resuilts. It is really an ii. ,,ctioal examainmatiuun.
'Tlie questions being, for the most part, prepared by
the Inspectors, whoin are famîiliar with the amnount and character
of the work doue in the various schools, the examainiîation is, in all
essential particulars, sucli as an able teacher would prescribe to
test the proficiency of his pupils.

I believe thîat properly conaducted written exa.ninatiois formi a
most valuable element im every well organized system of public in-
struction. They not only affurd a naecessary test of the amouint and
thoroughncss of the wvork done in a given timne; they also possess a
highl educative value. Every teacher, of course, examines orally,
tcaching and oral questioning go hand in hand ; teaching is what
the school boy needs; more lecturing may do for the University
student-thouglih, even in his case, less talk and more socratic
teaching would be greatly to the purpose. But oral exainiiation
is not enugli; there inmist be frequent written examiations if the
best resuilts are te be secured. The teacher, for exanjple, goes over
wvith his class the vork prescribed for a given time. Dues
lie rest satisfied vith oral questioning nereli ? Does he nut
know that the hasty questions given in class exaination
cannot test the pupil's knowledge like the carcfully prepared (lues-
tions of tie written paper ? Does lie infer that, because the gener-
ai answering of the class during recitatiouns has becn satisfactury,
they are thoroughly masters of the work gone over i On the cou-
trary, lie resorts to his written tests, at once fair and unifuri, and
on the results oif thiese lie determines the actutal proficiency.
He can judge from these whîethser lie has atteipted tou
inuclh or toc little in a given time ; or whether, as sometimes is the
case, his teaching bas been at fault. Fur if the exainatiui
proves a comparative failure, le concludes that lie has attempted
toc mulach, or that lis tcachiug has been defective, or that his stu-
dents have been less able and industrious than lie lad given them
credit for. It net soldon happens that the ambitiuus teacher, ani-

mated by a laudable desire to have lis school distinguilsh itself at
au xaimaiiation, atteimpts too much work within a given timio-as
wlien a aiîaster, in a few imoniths, hurrices a class over aill the work
prescribed for the " Intermiiediate." Or the failure may bu duo te
defectiveehg~. Clever amd iidustrious students, ie will suppose,
havu decidedly fîiled. Thien the conscientious teacher wiill cnquiro
whether tho fault is i Iniiîself. Kuowiing a subject well liimxself,
lae often overlooks the facl thaL what long famiiarity las made mero
axioms to himia, presents real difiiculties to the loarier. Or there
imay have been somie fault ii is nmethod, and a careful exiiamination
of lis lmpî,ils' answers, and comparison with lis actual treat-
ment of the subject, mvill enable him to detect his error, and for
tho future adopt a botter amethod.

But further, the educative value of writtei examination in very
great. I assert, says Prof. Jevons, thaat c.cunm tion isamnain elnemnt
of success in trainig. It represents the activouse of tlh facumltiesas
contrasted with that passive use which too ofteni resolves itself into
lettingthingscouie inatonccarand gooutat the other; examinations
excite emiulation in the active and able ; they touch the prido even
of those whio do not love knowledge much, but still do not like to
ivrite theimselves down absolute blockheads ; and they ara thom-
sulves a exercise in Enghsh composition, in the control of thoughts
and the useful employmeiit of kiowledge. Examination is educa-
tion. It is not merely that which goes into the eyes and cars of a
student wlich educates him ; it is that whicli comles out of him.
It is said that to know a subject one must write a book on it. No
one certainly knows himiself master of a subject till lie has repro-
duced it. Su nu student is certain that le is really master of a
subject, or a portion of a subject, till lie lias passed an examination
on it. Every teaclier remeinbers how often he Ias deceived ii bis
own student days ; how often after listening te an exposition of
his lecturer, or reading a deonistration ii a text book, lie thought
lie had made it thoroughly lis owii, till his self-deception ias re-
vealcd in a humiliating atteipt to -cprodcce it as his ownia. In
short, written examiiatiois' give a thorough imastery of the sub-
ject, preveit the student froin sinking into an attitude of more
passive receptivity-educates te logical labits of thouglit, and
clearness and precision of expression. They are, as Prof. Jevons
says, " the most pewerful ieans of training the intellect."

The Prussians, even iroto thau ourselves, arc a great people for
exainîations, whicl really constitute an important feature of
the systei of oducation. Entrance into the learned profes-
sions, the civil service, and nearly al publie offices, depends upon
thei. They, liko ours again, are schaool examinations, and arc
always tests of the school or university training. The State lias a
guarantee that the candidate has had a sound intellectual training.
Ili the various classes of the German Higli Schools, au examination
always takes place before a scholar is allowed te pass from a lowor
class te a lugher, and certificates are given on passing. These cor-
tificates are guarantees of competency whiich not only the Statu
and public corporations, but business firms and others, require from
applicants for admissinn into thcir service. The certificate from
Secunda or Tertia is required by many ierchants and by the Gov-
ernient for the Civil Service ; such a certificato is now alm-st
indispensable for any youing nian about te enter a mercantile life.

Every effort should be made te make our Intbrmediate and other
educational certificates highly valued by the Govern ment in deter-
mîining appointments for the Civil Service-by the learned socie-
ties, by the uiniversities, and by the public at large. Already
sometling has been donc ii this direction. The Intermediate Cor-
tificate has been made equivaleit to a second-class non-professional
certificate ; Victoria University was the first to accept it, pro tan to,
in lier matriculation examination, and Queen's lasquickly followed
lier example. Theso Universities deserve, and I am sure will receive,
the hearty commendations of all friondsof education, for lending their
powverful influence te promote the great work of secondary educa-
tion. The Higli Schools thus reccive very great encouragement
froua these denomnational Universities ; are they treated with
eq ual consideration by the ".National " University ?

I nay remark, while upon the subject of examinations, that-per-
haps one more may bc tlerated-namely, a High Sclhool Leavnîg ex-
amination simailar te the Leavmmag ono of the German Gymnasia, the
must faimous of then all. We have ami Entrance examination aud an
Iitermediate ; why net have, in time, a final examination at the
conpletion of the High Scheol course 1 I shuould bo strongly in
favor of such an examination if the example of Gernany could be
followed, wivîch makes the leaviiag cortificate ucessary and sufficent
for miatriculation in any of the Unversities.

And now a few vords in conclusion.


