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who have the capacity to reccivo it, and brings to light genius and
talent which otherwise would lie ‘““mute and inglorious.”

There can be no doubt that the efliciency of owr High Schools
has greatly increased since 1871, and 1 shall refer to o fow of the
changes to which this is to be chiefly ascribed.  In the first plaey,
throvgh the pressure wisely exerted by the Department, a greater
number of masters is now employed, thongh the number of schools
has slightly diminished.  In the yeur mentivned very few of the
107 schools employed more than oue master, vow there is an aver-
age of three masters to cach of the 108 schuols.  Sumie schouls that
formerly had but one master now have four, aud theare is not asingle
instance in which oue master is found attempting the stupendous
tusk of teaching all the subjects of the curriculum.  Thus we have
better classification, better discipline, better teaching, greater in-
dustry on the part of the pupils, and, wn the whole, a state of
efticiency incomparably in advance of that of furmer days.

In the second place : 1 hiwve no doubt that the action of the De-
partment regarding Union Schools, aud the qualifications of
masters, has been attended with good results,  Thirdly. the En.
trance examination and the Intermediate have produced so marked
an influence that they deserve more than a passing notice.

All experience has shown the neersaity of a change, both in the
standard prescribed for entrance and the mode of conducting the
examinations  Boys and girls possessing a mere smattering of the
clements of a public school education had been allowed to swarm
into the High Schouls to swell the average attendance, and increase
the grant from the public treasury. The consequence was that
the character of the public schools was greatly impaired,
while many of the high schools, far from duing the work for

which they were designed, might be said to have a
local habitation and & name, DbLut nothing more. It

became neeessary, therefore, to institute & more rigid examination
and to make it uniform for all the schools. This was done ; and
the excellent results of the change are universally admitted.
Justice has been done to the better class of schools at whose
expense many of the inferior schools drew large swms from the
public funds—not a fow of the low-grade schools have been raised
to a higher plane--the really good schools have become still better,
and new life has been infnged into the public schools.

The Intermediate examination, though it has not been solong in
operation as that for entrance, has told with greal effect on our
High Schools. It was instituted, as is well known, at a puint about
midway between the beginning and the end of the High Schuul
course. 1t is not a competitive, but a qualifying examination ; it
has been established tv render the work of inspection moure definite
and thorough, and to enable the Department to apply the principle
of payment by results. It is really an in juctional examiuation.
The ~ questions  being, for the most part, prepared by
the Inspectors, who are familiar with the amount and character
of the work done in the various schonls, the exanination is, in all
essential particulars, such as an able teacher would prescribe to
test the proficiency of his pupils.

T believe that properly conducted written examinations form a
most valuable element in every well-organized system of publicin-
struction. They not only affurd & uccessary test of the amount and
thoronghness of the work dune in a given time; they alsv pussessa
high educative value. Every teacher, of course, examines orally,
teaching and oral questioning go hand in hand ; teaching is what
the school boy needs ; mere lecturing may dv fur the University
student—though, even in his case, less talk and more socratic
teaching would be greatly to the purpose. But oral examination
is not enough ; there must be frequent written examinations if the
best results are to be sccured. The teacher, for example, gues vver
with his class the work prescribed fur a given time. Does
he rest satistied with oral questioning merely 2 Dues he not
know that the hasty questions given in class oxamination
cannot {est the pupil’s knowledge like the carefully prepared ques-
tions of the writtenpaper? Dues he infer that, because the gener-
al answering of the class guring recitativns has been satisfactury,
they are thoroughly masters of the wurk gone over? On the con-
trary, he reserts to his written tests, at unce fair and uniform, and
on the results of these ho determines the actual proficiency.
He can judge from these whether he has attempted too
much or too little in a given time ; or whether, as sometimes is the
case, his teaching has been at fault. Four if the examination
proves a comparative failure, he concludes that hie has attempted
too much, or that his teachivg has been defective, or that his stu-
dents have been less ablo and industrivus than he had given them
credit for. It not soldom happens that the ambitivus teacher, ani-

mated by a laudable desire to havo his school distingnish itself at
an oxamination, attempts too much work within a given timo—us
when a master, in a few months, hurries a class over all the work
preseribed for the ** Intermediate.”  Or the failuro may bo due to
defectiveteachng. Clover and industrious students, we will supposo,
have deerdedly farled.  Then the conscientious teacher will enquire
whethier the fuult 13 m hamself.  Knowing a subject well himself,
ho often overlooks the fact that what long familiarity has mado mere
axioms to him, presents real difliculties to the learner. Or there
may have been some fault i fus method, and a careful examination
of his pupils’ answers, and comparison with his actual treat.
ment of the subject, will enable lnm to detect his error, and for
the future adopt a better method.

But further, the educative value of written examinations is very
ureat. I assert, says Prof. Jevons, that ecamination isa main element
of suceessin traming. It represents the activeuse of the faculticsas
cuntrasted with that passive use which too often resolves itself into
letting things come in atoneeur and goout at the other; examinations
excite emulation in the active and able ; they touch the pride even
of thuse who do not love knowledge much, but still do not like to
write themselves down absolute blockheads; and they are them-
selves an exercise in Enghish composition, in the control of thoughts
and the useful employment of knowledge. Examination is educa-
tion. 1t is not merely that which goes into the eyes und ears of o
student which educates him ; 1t 18 that which comes out of him.
It is said that to know a subject one must write & book onit. No
one certainly knows himself master of a subject till he has repro-
duced it.  So no student is certain that he is really master of a
subject, vr a portion of a subject, till he has passed an examination
onit. Every teacher remembers how often he was deceived in his
own student days ; how often after listening to an oxposition of
his lecturer, or reading a demonstration in a text book, he thonght
he had made it thorougbly his own, till his self-dcception was re-
vealed in a humiliating attempt to zeproduce it as his own. In
short, written examinations’ give a thorough mastery of the sub-
jeet, prevent the student frowm sinking into an attitude of mere
passive receptivity—ceducates to logical habits of thought, and
clearness and precision of expression. They are, as Prof. Jevons
says, ‘ the most pewerful means of training the intellect.”

‘The Prussians, even w.ore than ourselves, aro o great people for
eaaminations, which really constitute an important feawure of
tho system of education.  Entrance into the learned profes-
siuns, the civil service, and nearly all public offices, depends upon
them. They, like ours again, are school examinations, and aro
always tests of the school or umversity training. The State has a
guarantee that the candidate has had a sound intellectual training.
In the variour classes of the German High Schools, an examination
always takes place before a scholar is allowed to pass from a lower
class to a lugher, and certificates are given on passing.  These cer-
tificates arc guarantees of competency which not only the Stato
and public corporations, but business firms and others, require from
applicants for admission into their service. The certificate from
Sccunda or Tertw is required by many merchants and by the Gov-
ernment for the Civil Servico ; such a certificate is now almast
dispensable for any young man about to enter a mercantile life.

Every cffort should be made to make our Infbrmediate and other
educational certificates Inghly valued by the Government in deter-
mining appointments for the Civil Service—by the learned socie-
tics, by the universities, and by the public at large. Already
something has been done 1 this direction. The Intermediate Cer-
titicate has been made equivalent tn a second-class non-professional
certificate ; Victoria University was the first to accept it, pro tanto,
in her matriculatiun examination, and Queen’s hasquickly followed
her example. These Universities deserve, and I am sure will receive,
the hearty commendations of all friendsof education, forlending their
powerful influence to promote the great work of secondary educa-
twon. The High Schools thus recetve very great encourazemont
fruom these denomnational Universities ; are they treated with
equal cunsideration by the ** National ” University ?

Imay remark, while upon the subject of examinations, that-per-
haps one more may be tulerated—namely, a High School Leaving ex-
amination similar to the Leaving one of the German Gymnasia, the
most famous of them all. We have an Entrance examination and an
Intermediate ; why not have, in time, a final examination at the
completion of the High School course 1 1 should be strongly in
favor of such an examination if the example of Germany could be
followed, which makes the leaving certificate neccessary and sufficient
for matriculation 1mn any of the Universities.

And now a few words 10 conclusion.



