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The fuel bill for the Hall Mines smel-
ter at Nelson, B. C., totals up a big
figure at the end of each month, as
will be readily seen when it is stated
that the blast furnace consumes 38
tons of coke a day, and the boilers and
reverberatories about 20 tons of coal
per day. The coal and coke burned
formerly came from the Nanaimo
mines on Vancouver Island, but now
the Crow’s Nest Pass product is used

exclusively.
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A messenger boy who was sent from
London at an hour’s notice to Califor-
nia arrived at his destination twelve
hours ahead of the malil
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Grand Forks of Bonanza Gold Min-
ing Company (Klondike), Limited, has
been incorporated in British Columbia
to work bench claims on Little Skoo-
kum, 1,500 feet from Bonanza Creek.
The Company jis sending in three ma-
chines to thaw out the gravel. The
drills have been made after the engi-
neer's own designs, which will enable
them to work out some 50 feet pger day
and win gold comparatively easy and
inexpensively. . . .~ We have every rea-
son to believe that this Company will
within the next six months show the
investor that their confidence has not
been misplaced, and we shall be glad
to record a success.

c & & 3

Maurice Marsden, a recent arrival
from Klondike, is registered at the
Hotel Vancouver. He went north
about a year ago and since that time
has had a good opportunity of study-
ing the country. After carefully in-
vestigating the various mines he be-
lleves that the output will be twenty
million this year.
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A prominent feature of the forth-
coming Greater Britain Exhibition at
Tarl’s Court, will be a trophy of gold
from Queensland. Within the past day
or two a consignment of the precious
ore, consisting of muggets and, gold
bars to the value of £40,000, has been
received from the Queensland Govern-
ment for this purpose, and has been
lodged in the Bank of England pending
the opening of the exhibition a few

weeks hence.
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The Department of Mines for New
South Wales reports that the mineral
production for the year 1898 aggregat-
ed £4,860,937, as compared with £4,685,-
974 in 1897, showing an increase of
£135,663. The output of silver increas-
ed by £5,816, that of gold by £155,917,
and that of coal by £41,191. The output
of copper decreased by £19,794, and
that of tin by £10 088.

We have received the first number
of the “Canadian Mining (Gazette” from
Toronto, ahd wish It every success,
The, space given to British Columbian
mining is eminently satisfactory. It's

. general information is excellent.
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Mr. Joseph Caferena, who represents
a Russian Syndicate, informs us he is
on his way to the Klondike, where he
will acquire claims for his Syndicate.
He leaves Vancouver for the north
about the second week in May.
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The flotation of the Grand Forks of
Bonanza Gold Mining Company, Limit-
ed, was as anticipated, a success, the
first issue Dbeing over subscribed.
Doubtless the public recognised the
salient features in connection, which is
exceptional the whole issue going into
the property with exception of incor-
poration charge, the machinery con-
gisting of a 2 H. P. and 10 H. P. boil-
ers and drills’ will be shipped through
to Dawson by about the 25th of May.

* & » »

1t is stated by a Mr. Skertchley, that
there are 18,400,000 tons of § per cent.
copper ore in sight at the Red Hill mine
near Girofla Chillagoe district, Queens-

land.
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We hear that the Alberni Consoli-
d-ted has been taken over by Mr. L.
N. Williams. He is sending men in by’
the Willapa.
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It is reported that Gold has been
found at Minnie Creek, four miles from
Skagway, and there has been a stam-
pede from the Gateway cities,

He have a Ludgate circus near Van-
couver, and a Bride street may ma-
terialise in the future.
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Prospectors are flocking into the
Similkameen and Boundary districts,
and we shall doubtless hear of some
valuable finds in the near future. The’
snow fall has been exceptional this
Spring in these localities.
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Transvaal troubles are again {mmi-
nent, and the outcome l1kely to -be
serlous in the extreme.
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Mine owners are dissatisfied with the
Bight-Hour Law, and in some in-
stances are endeavoring to get the men
to consent to 10 hours per day. We be- '
lieve that the men would work more
conscientiously in the shorter hours,
at least this is the experience of prac-
tical miners. :
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Rich strikes are reported from up the
coast. Longboro Inlet 13 the locality
where the discovery has been made.



