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6 A Canadian Heroine. '

spare him out of his sight. Mrs. Costello, there- ;

fore, wrote to Maurice, telling him that the time she

O had half snticipated had really arrived, snd that

she and Lucia were about to leave Canada. At the
same time she had a long conversation with Mr.
Leigh, describing to him more of her circumstances
and plans than she wished any other ' person to
know, and expressing the regret she felt at leaving
him in his solitude. A questioh,‘ indeed, arose
whether it would not be better for him to leave his
large solitary house, and remove into the town, but
this was soon decided in the negative. He would
remain where he was for the present. Maurice might
yet réturq to Canada ; if not, possibly next year he
might himself go to England. One circumstance
made Mrs. Costello and Lucia more inclined to
favour this plan—the old man’s health had certainly

- improved. Whether it was the link to his earlier

and happier life, which had been furnished by
the late relenting of his wife’s father, or from some
other cause, ho seemed to have laid aside much of
his infirmity, and to have returned from his pre-
mature old age to something like vigour.

A fortnight yet remained before the cottage was
to be deserted, when Doctor Morton and his wife
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