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pvate Bills Committee Hear

.ﬁ\ plication Regarding Ri
0

Mains

rhe petition oft Oak Bay ﬁlﬂﬁ‘éﬁlu,

Traverse Saanmh Wfth b

bill amendinig its act of dast: seés- | tory.' !t

gion

nunicipality to traverse with - mlﬁu the

| aanich in order to
‘“"h“i‘h:r syatem of -the IDeOMNEE
n, - works Co. and obtain water from
v a,e rivate corporntion—-wl» petition
e n counsel for the antagonistic par-
W ereed in classing  “a hardy an-
“ec\',again came before the private
nod committee Tuesday merning, Mr.
oE G odwell, K.C. being hesrd for thie
5 uours. Mr. W, J. Taylor,"K0C.; for]

- (for which City Solicitor Mec-
,.: also spoke briefly) and Mr. J.

man for Saanich, yhich joins with-

of Victoria in opposing the re-
legislation. The attendance of
d citizens was numerous, con-

;s among the representative resi-

of Oak Bay being Acting Reeve

ck McGrego¥, Clerk J. 8. Floyd,

W. E. Oliver and Mr. J. J. Shall-

while Reeve Nicholson, Council-

ant, Sewel and Hobbs attended

nh the interests of Saanich muni-

Mayor Morley of course sup-

ed the eity's leégal representatives.

r an extended hearing of counsel,

oried by Mr. Shallcross, for Ogk

ind Councillors Sewell and Grant

ceve Nicholson, for Saanich, the

ration of the petition was ad-
ed until this morning.

Bodwell, appearing for the peti-
s, opened by very briefly explain-
the position takén by Oak Bay
icipality in this water question,

arized, all  that was sought of

zislature in this measure was the
ri o buy a common commodity, from

a perty willing to sell, at a mutually

able nrice. It appedared to him that,

ima facje, there could be no reasonable
cctions suggesting themselves.
Opposed By Olty Counofi

s distinctly contra view of the situ-

1 was .taken by Mr. Taylor, who

id that the objections . of Vijetorin
¢ty to the legislation: sought , were
somewhat = deeper-rodted than . counsel
for Oak Bay had. indicated. In explan-.
ation Mr. Teylor. traced the history of
waterworks and water . supply legisla-
tion, schemeés. and.established services
in and adjacent to Victoria, with es-
pecial referénceé to the part therein of
he Esquimalt Water Warks Co, and the.
municipality of Oak Bay., Qak Bay, Mrt:
Taylor said, had always opposed Vic-
toyia’s - efforts to. secure a substantial
betterment of water . facilities,. and it
was an established fact that the major-
ity of Oak Bay residents were at the
same time Victoria business men, so that
n the present matter it would seem
that a Vieteria minority Hving Justy
within the corporation limits was now
endeavoring to defeat the successfil
prosecution of the Sooke Lake water
scheme approved by the majority 'of
Victoria ratépayérs.

In a nutshell the Sooke lake proposi-
tion in contrast with the Esquimalt*
Water Works - purchase proposal was

. If Victoria had acquired the Esqui-
«It company’s system, it would have

necessary to bufld ten or twelve
s of pipe to the source of supply,

! then pay approximately $1,000,000
for the water. Qn the otheér hand by

pe-laying for abouyt

Sooke lake, an abundant supply of ex-
ceptionally good water was to be got
Without payment to anyone for it; and

itilization of the Leech river col-
tction arem, the available quantity of

Water could be -multiplied by four. At
Present twenty-two million gallons per

was avaflable with Sooke lake as
supply point, as against ten or
ve million gallons &t Goldstream.
eld that in view of all the facts
of past legislatlve and judicial de-
ns as to the natural territory of
ity for waterworks -purposes, the
'n contemplated in . this petition
be unfair, as restrlctlng‘ the
of the natural selling area for
ria city water and thus depreciat-
value of ~the securities which

d be necessary to issue for the

K out of the Sooke lake scheme.

v had not defaulted in any of
zations to Oak Bay with respect

te assuranee -of an ample ' supply
! water; it had still Until the
ch to begin work, and it might
without further vote of the peo-
lorrow the money necessary. for

g forward the Sooke lake s¢heme.
racts were let in this connection,
Bt necessitate a further reference
People, but not if the ecity pro-
10 do the weork itself. All that
asked wae $0 be let alone and

¢l to go forward in providing an
supply of water of unchallenge-

t Hify for the city and districts

pet

“(‘Dia.rv‘m ¢ity ‘=olicitor, thought
Y's petition shettld " have been

cd as for u hill =5 enadble the min-

! of Victoria citigens eanpel the
JoTity to adept this minority's view-
it in wated affalrs, seventy-five per

{ of the Oak Bay petitioners in this
rd being property .owners in Vies
% city, and their ecame heving been
' '“hplm!ng]y defeated by the rate-
Yers in the recent vote. This bill now
UBLt by Oak Bay municipality . he
Ought shoyld properly have been ja-
a bill to enable the Esquimalt |

ater

Oria

ity as to prevent the eity ‘earry-
X § vut the Sooke lake scheme approved
r& three-to-one vote of the people,’
;7 the municipality of Sasnich, My
e.é-;(.\;, lAikmnn said that his clients wefe|
‘31&;:1"[) in aceord with the positien
iy m’l‘ Messrs, Taylor and McDiarmig. |
m‘n“ ! was in effect an underhand en-
T x“ent of the powers of the Esqui-
i ater Works Co, If the Dower
e Plpes through  Saanieh district for |
o JUpply of Oak Bay were granted B9 |

i am the direction of empowering the |

Works Co. 8o to handlcap Vie- |

would most promly hqvo w ‘be an ex-
céssive one in view of the extra nce
of the system which the city had adopt-
ed. If a city corporation, having tio
shareholders’ -~ profits to produce, could
not- compete vuh - pﬂnu conmipany fn
matters’ of Water price and quality it|
z::u.ld ‘not be bols ’tgd 3
moniepalistic p

" toflow |
the course suggested by Mr. ‘I‘cﬂor ‘and

J.|Mr. MeDiarmid would ‘be to vonstitute

a monopoly of the worst description.
The lexlslnturo had never intended to
tie the hands of the rural, munldpnuues
as to buying water from Victoria ex-
clusively; the positlon takén by Messrs.
Taylor and McDiarmid was “based upon
a fundamental fallacy.”” The probability
was that Victerla would ill-advisedly
have to spend three millions or more in
carrying out the Sooke Jake water sup-
ply scheme, ‘and - that it could® not be
eompleted. within five years.

As a matter of simple fact, he denled'
that Victoria was really entitled to rep-
resentation before the committée in this
presént applieation; the law . had not
created Oak Bay into a sales preserve
for Victoria in water matters, aud all
that was now desired was the right to
hay thé water that Oak Bay wants at
a ‘price which is equally satisfactory.
The appllcat!on was not inspired by the
Esquimalt Water Works Co., but Had

property owneérs of Ouk Bay, having re-
gard solely to their own husiness inter-
ests &nd the necessities of the inhab-
itants of the district. A tentative agres-
ment i:ad “been entered inte 'wita them
y the Eequimalt. company, whith had
now elapsed but whieh would probahly
be entered into again if authority were
grarited, under which water was ‘to. be
delivered at the Qak Bay boundary in
quantity at six ‘cents per thousand gal-
lons, under a 2§ years’ agreement. This
agreémént had been execyted under the
asaumpuon that| ¥ietorla: ‘would take
over the private system.
Water Inferior

Mr. Shalicross, following, devoted
himself particularly to the alle(ed in-
ferior quality of the BIK Lake water, at
preseént ‘the only. 'deglenddie angd-avail-
able. city supply, He sald that the mat-
ter of price was not so much objected
to by Oak Bay residents as the inferior
quality of Elk lake water, and in this
connéction- he cited. Mr. Bulkley’'s re-
port as evidence ‘that so long ago as in
1872/ it was recognized that BElk lake
water contained about tw!ce as much
ammonia ~as science had declared per-
missible in a ‘domestic water supply.
Reports of Mr. Adams, Mr. Herbert
Carmichael and the provincial board of
health were alsp quoted as supporting
the contention that, since the abandon-
ment of filtration, Elk lake ‘water ocon-
tained ®o high a percentage of deler-
lous vegetable matter as to be unfit for
domestic ‘use. Contra M¢, Shallcross pre«
sented other reports attesting the com:

‘| parative purity .of Goldstream ' water,

and contended that utilization of Sooke
lakeé as a water supply would involve

27% miles to|Bt least five years' waiting, which was

more than the résidents ' of Oak Bay
cared to submit to, they being forced
meanwhile to utilizse .8 very inferior
water of Elk lake.

The representatives of Saanich donlm
the unfitness of Elk lake water and
urged that Victoria city should be given
fair opportunity to provide an adequate
supply of unlmpeachably pure. water,
such as Sooke lake would assure.

R e ——

Suspect Released
OKLAHOMO CITY, Okla.,, Feb. 7.—
Charles Smith, who hag been held here
ten days in the belief by local authori-
ties that he was W. A. Schmidt, wan-
ted in connection with the dynamiting
of ‘the Los Angeles Times, was ré-
leased tonight. His selease followed
the arrival of F. L. Browne, a Los
Angeles detective,
e s st

Wanted for Forgery
KINGSTON, Ont, Feb. 7.~Sergeant
Harrison, of the Camadian Permanent
Army Service Corps, I8 wanted for
forging the name of his commanding

officer, Lieut. Russell Hall, to a check

for $20. The check was cashed. by
the Bank of B.N.A. here. Harrison
deserted, leaving his wife and two
children without support.

: Chuhh“uhhn}' 3 R

tery of Tortmto lmn Wrésgtled with
the question. of’ charch union gt- the
meeting this Mmorning, and after a
vigorous discussien snd by a vote of
35 to 81 disapproved of the basis of
the ‘union as acceptéd by the geneéral
asgembly. = A committes-wes appoint-
ed with' Rev. Prof. Ballantyne as
convenor a avynure to the

reshytéry towards the
basis of uhien and in@icating some of
the reasons why ﬂ: was M approved.

a-t-George Y.
'8 Univer-

the Committee and ‘
the House, he urged
that Provisions should be lli L

been mmade bona fide by theé resident’

Cont!nuatﬂm ot um ‘debate upcgn Er

‘recentl
entered into by. the national _govern-,
ments . of Canada and -the Tnited
States provided the chief nterest- de-:
veloping -in Tuesday's sess!om of -the
Proviperai  r.egislature,- Mr.  Brewster
Speaking at considerable hnﬂh and |
urging a policy of “wait and see.”. The |

was adjourned : :

The Rallway Bill passed gacond.
readmg yesterday, opposed by .the
Socialists and Liberal; ‘and .various
other government bills - were ' auto-
matieally advaneod with . little or mo.
opposltlon. : The -estimates weére last
evening dzsposed of by eaucus, -and
also the details of the fire innrance
companies’ bill, which; was yesterda,y
presented by messhge altheugh not in-
troduced or laid before the House.

- The continuation of the debats upon
the Reciprocity proposals:. was the
first item of business. .+t S g8

The Liberal Leader

on Mr. Hayward's motion condemna-
tory of the reclproc.lty agreement be-
tween Canada and the Uniféd States,
said he had llstened with a great deal
of interest 'td thé speeches of the min-
ister of finance and the member for
Cowichan. It was & questibn of such
magnitude that he could only attempt
to give his personal views on the mat-
ter rather thar). to' put forth the policy
of any party. He had noticed in this
conuection that.in‘edstern Canada there
seemied to he a great deal of difference
of opinion in the ranks of the Consers
vative party on this ‘question.

Hon. Mr. Ellison: “And the Iibe-
erals!” Vo

_Mr. Brewster: “Yes, and among" the
Liberals. 1 notice hoth in Canada and
the United States there seems to be no
uniite poctical actiow on this matter.
and the menbers of hum parties are
tuking active etéps bcth for and against
this agr(env_nt : And I believe that

Conservatives, strong party men who
belieVe that reciprocity’ makes for the
gdvancement of “‘the Dominion; and I
believe even in this house, though they
would not care,to. 80 §q-far as to vote
against their leader; there are men who
Lelieve that reciprocity: is not all bad.”

Mr. Breswster continued that for a
moment he would go dntethe : history
of reciprocity proposals in Chnada. He
pointed out that the first reciprocity
treaty was made with the" United
States in 1854, and lasted till 1867. 'In
1868 & standing offer was made for
reciprocity, and in 1869 Sir John Rose,
at that time finance minister, was sent
to Washington to negotiate a treaty.
Nothing seed to have come of it, and
in 1871 an offer was made by Sir John,
Macdonald to bring about reciprocity
as a result of the treaty of ‘Washing-
ton. In 1874 the Hon. Alexander Mac-
kengie took up the question and sent
the Hon, George Brown to Ottawa. In
1878, ‘as the ‘minister of finance had
sald on Monday, Sir John ‘A, Macdon-
ald adopted the National Policy, and it
wag held that that policy would make
for recipracity. In 1879 the standing
offer for reciprocity was renewed, and
in 1896 the Liberal government sent a
commission to Washington in connéc-
tion with this matter. Last \¥Year the
United States had sent a delega.tion to
Ottawa that resulted in this agreement.
In face of all this, he was surprised
that the member for Okanagan would
have the house believe that this policy
was the desire of the Libéerals only. He
thought it only fair to :point out that
the Conservative party, of “which the
minister had spoken as being opposed
to it, in reality had in their platform
the standing’ offer of reciproeity - for
years. Their offer included a list of
articles very similar to those appear-
ing in the pteaent agreement, Both
parties in the Dominion since 185¢ had

.| been. desirous of closer trade relations

with the United States, and had-tried
to secure a reciprocity agreement. This
did away effectually with the conteh-
tion that it was one of the foul things
which the Liberals have done and
which, if a Conservative government
were_ in power it.would not do.

Mr. Brewster sald the agreement had
now:been brought to a position where
the people of:Canada must consider ‘it
in all its phases, and he believed there
was a good dm of sounding brass in
thé Conservative opposition . to it. He
knew if there wés a different party in
power at Ottawa: the members here
would be placed in a different position;
but he knew that the Conservative
party at Ottawa had net yet taken any
definite objection to it in -debate. They
were slow to do this because they swere
waiting for fuller detafls, and he
thought the legislature ‘would have act-
ed more wisely to have done'the same
instead of tushing into party politics
and trying to make political capital out
of it. \ If the reins otpower at Ottawa/
wera held by a rvative ‘govern-
ment, no such sp&gch from the minister
of finance as he imd delivered the pre-
vious day wor have ‘been heard, but
they would" heard ‘him say that’

rty which’ haé"brea(e&"

Hayward's resolution cohdemnatory of |
- the Recu:roclty Arrangement

debatn wﬂl gain tresh and- cpnapic;xqq; : t’“

‘ : A,
th ‘she w. shifmn‘ her mpown
lty under Confederation.-
*‘He could not but -believe, that Briti
Columbia and. the Maritime Provir

Rn; the; praities W
had the best quality of wheat admitted
to the United States free of duty, and
this ‘would no doubt mean a large in-

sides that, th/a - farmers
cheaper maehim-:ry.r Now how “would
British . Columbia suffer? The special
points raised were farm products; fruit
and timber. He thought it an extra-
ordinary statement-of the member for
Okanagan that the farmers of the pro-
Wince weould not be able to exact 8o

“Thigh a price “for thelr. products after

this. treaty went- through Not only’

Mr. Brewster in resumifig 4he debate [that, but the minister would have the

house believe, that 4t was a request of

jumbia.’  They were to be -surrounded
by special pratection in order that they
might make a living. He considered
that ‘statement & reéproach to the de-
partment of agriculture—that it had so
neglected the sagricultural intérests of
the province thattoday we are sending
out milions to bring in Australian but-
ter and foréign meats and farm pro-
duce. ', We have ‘the ‘land, the soil, and
can and should produce everything we
need. - If properly -administered = the
public lands of this province need fear
no compeliﬂon-w
time the cities ‘of tﬁw,}ah Columbia iare
erying out aghfnst the high cost of 11v-
ing, and we are asked o put a protec-
tivei wall, around the farmers of British
Columbia/tin’ order thq,t: they may in-
crease the price of living for the ad-
vantage only of probably b per cent.of
the population. He did not think the
farmers were of that class, or .that
they would wish taiprofit to the detris
ment of larger nu 8. . He could not
belleve that with the climate and sofl
we have' it was'’ jmpossible = for' our
farmers to compete. with those south
of the line,; eSpecially when they, had
opened to them a market of one hun-
dred million people in the United
States.

Mr.. Brewster then read from. Presi-
dent Taft's message. to congress where-
in he stated. that the United States was
comlng from the position of a .nation
selling to the world to one of the con-
suming and importing countries, . Mr.
Brewster. observed that the fear seem-
ed to be that unless gsome arrangement
were .made. with Canada it would be
impossible for tite pgople of -the United
States to live as ecanomically as we
should live, and it would follow that
we shall ‘be exporting . to. the United
States a great deal of the produce that
the member for. Okamgan seemed to
think they ‘would send over here in-
stead. He thought the Dominion goy-
ernment deserved credit for this agree-
ment. They found the United States
had ;reached the position where, .in-
stead of exporting, they were about to
\import, and the Canadian government
met them half way in such g manner
that when the United States became an
importer, markets would be open to us,
and we should .be able to sell to one
hundred million people or more.

The member for Okanagan seemed to
fear that this ‘agreement would be-a
tremendous blow to the fruit industry
in his'own constituency. If the open-
ing of so large a market to the south
was. going to affect our fruit growers
in. that way. there /must be something
wrong. .The honorable gentleman had
stated that-we: grew the finest fruit in
the world, and -if that ' was so, why
could we not produce at-as low a cost
a8 anyone else. He said that in Leon-
don recently-he had .seen thousands of
boxes of American apples being dump-
ed on the market.. Mr. Brewster could |
nbt see how the reciprocity agreement
in the United States’could affect that.

Mr. Ellison: ‘“Why do they send
them to Canada, and why are they sold
here in Victoria?”

Should Not Affect Fruit

Mr.  Brewster replied that it was be-
cause produce' sufficient for ourselves
was not home grown under the present
govéernment. He continued” that the
London market was open to the trade
of the world, and no reciprocity agreg-
ment with the United States could pre-
vent the British Columbia producers
sending their produce there; but if we
could raise the best fruit in the world,
angd:he ‘agreed that we could, and had
the people Who could raise ‘the best
fruit; ‘he ‘could sée no cause for alarm.
It was’a faet that under the adminis-
tration of the lands department much
good agricultural land was being held
in such @ way as to retard develop-
ment; and it was.a fact also that in
some dreas it was impossible to expect
the fruit industry to pay for, to use a
tamiliar phrase, watered stock, in other
words, dwy could not ‘expect an in-

actual valde.

crease in the price of :wheat and, be« |}
would have Hl

the farmers to allow them te have a |
hoid-up on the markets in British Cos,

fért-In’ the mean- |

‘| Rae, of the Western' Cansda Lumber

dustry tq_w if in the Mirst place thé|
cost of the land Was ta.r _above its]'

 DELIGHTFULLY STUNNING
SUITS ‘on  strictly tailored lines,’
_showm' the»ncw* short walst effects,
the jackets bemg‘~ from 24 to 26 inches
in length quite a few are trimmed |
wu:h the Incroyable revers—large

sallor collars

worsteds, basket weaves, homespuns
serg!es and tweeds:: megs are of silk

or satm.

‘erous “others.

low aS’;’$‘176‘50-

Matenals are, .fancy

Colors are, fancy tans,
greens, navys, blacks; blues and num-
Prlces'start from as

e s Chgractenze these smart Spcmg

constuminate

materials.

' matcrlals.

Sults and Coats.

Tt is not the mere
fact that tHey are Spring models that
they aré radically different from any

~ styles:which 1910 brought forth that
makes them attractive. It is the way

skill that has- been
brought to bear in applying the best
style thoughts of the best style crea-

tors to combinations' of the

best

Our advance showing of
-the Coats cannot but delight you, they
are of full length and many delicious
Spring shades are dlsplayed in" the

Sprmg ;Re'efers for the “Kiddiés”

Our Children’s section shows: its new Spring styles'in some charmmg little
Reefer Coats. Checks stripes and plain cloths ‘as-wellias reds,: greys, navys

* and greens.

labor, ‘but on this side 'Orientals are
employed; and they aré supposed to
work cheaper. On theé otheér side they
work under conditlons which, if' im-
posed here would cause a great dedl-of
‘opposition. Yet, we are told weé cannot
compéte. We have the greatest unde-

~veloped water powers in‘the world, and].

when™that' is’ harnessed 'it should re-
duce the cost of opmuon to a ‘mini<
mum, Under.the pqncy of the pment

goyernment it is impogsible for logs to | '

be taken out of British Columbid, and
surely with this market of one hundred
million people, thrown open to, Jus, it
must- stimulate industry in that line.
We bave everyhting in our favor, and
why should we object to the United
States saying, ‘We sive you another
hundred million ix czter to”’ 1 think
that when it -comes to 3 matter of such
importance it 1s. unbecoming . ifi the

member. for Oko.mnn. and insulting to |

the intelligence of {lie puople of British
Columbia to tell them that this agree-
ment is injurious t- ihe lumbering in-
térests. ‘It is plainly said by Mr. Mae-

Company, and by Mr. Campbell, of the
Campbell River Lumber Company; tﬂat
they consider the agrecinent will bene-
fit their-business; and I weuld 11ke to
‘ask the member for Okanagan how he
considers:it is 'going to injure it. 4

Hon. Mr. Ellison: “I pever mentions
ed lumber yestepday.”’

As Fish is Affocted. :
Mr. BreWSter said that if he had

made a wrong statement he -stood |§

corrected, but he ‘had certainly un-
derstood the hohorablé gentlemman to
say that the lumbering : industry had
been attacked. For ‘hig_own, part he
thought our lumber. m&uugcturers had
hitherto ‘been hamipered by the nar-.
rowness of their, Jmarkeét, a restriction
which ‘this agreement Would remove.
The arrangement with regard. o fish

was also a great advantage. I—Imxu- :
to the United States had said “if we}

admit your fish free, you must adm
us “to your  Canadian, tishink |
grounds;” but néew there was no de-
mand for admission to our fishing
grounds, and,a market of one hundred:

million people was thrown open to

our fishermen.

He conithhued that on M:mday the
member for Okanagan had sald t
this agreement was the result of an:
agitation got up by a few farmers ont
the prafries, and Mr. James J., Hill
had supplied them. with $50.000- to-
wards their expenses,

“I dom’'t know. amnxng about Mre
Hill or the farmeps,” said Mr. Brew-
ster, “but oomlng “from 'a. minister of-
the Crown, it is 4 -very serious state<
ment, and I woll@ask {he minfster to
give his authority for such 'a state-
ment, becanse ¥ know that for years
the farmers on the ‘prafries Nave been
agitating for closer trqda srelations

with the United- States, pegardiess of |

what Mr. Hil}
He continued ¢!
ever nesotlaﬁon;,

ht or might not do.”
‘herétofors when-
Weére being taken up

with the United States, it was always.|

referred to as'a_ “fréuty," but heiww we
had - no  such s eptanglement. The
agreement must be based on legisia-
tion - by both countries, which
can be rllbtm at any time, and if

y ‘v‘ﬁ!ﬂl Prove so onerous

GENUIN

: W.Q.g: they found that the Conserva
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