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An Interesting. Report to- Dept.
By Officer Hans. Helgesen
of Port Essington.

CONDTIONS O THE UPPER. SKEENA

Indians Found to be Constructing
Barricades Which Retarded
Spawning Operations. _

Fishery Officer Hans Helgeson, of
" Port Essiugton, has made to the fisher-
ies departmient at Ottawa a picturesque
report of his work and observations
during a visit of inspection of the Ba-
bine lake and tributaries, and the head
avaters of the Skeena river, during last
‘fishing season. He says:
" As frequent rumors came to the of-
fice that rivers and streams in the up-
per country were barricaded, and that
salmon were prevented from reaching
their patural* spawning grounds, I left
Port Essington in company with Mr.
' Nordschow, fishery officer, the 6th of
September on the steamer Hazelton,
for Hazelton town, on upper Skeéna,
Where we arrived on the 9th;s distance
. 180 miles. After engaging an lndjan
and horses, we.left Hazelton for Ba-
" bine lake on the 12th and reached Ba-
hine village on the 14th, distance 65
miles. - =
(Chief George being away, the next
in command’ was Ato. On the 15th
we borrowed a little canoe, and hired
two men and started down Babine river
seven miles, -where we found two bar-
ricades half a mile apart, in full swing
fishing. and crowds of Indians could
be .seen on the.‘banks. -
% The Barricades
were constructed of an immense quan-
titv of materials, and on scientific prin-
cinles. : There were posts driven into
the bed of the river, which is 200 feet
iwide. and from two to four feet deep,
and running swiftly at the intervals of
6 or' 8 feet. Then sloping braces well
bedded in the bottom and fastened to
the top of posts, then strong stringers
all the 'way on top and bottom, in front
of bosts, them panel beautifully made
of slats woven together with bark set
i front of all. These were set firmly
into the bottom and reaching 4 feet
ahove the water. This made a magnifi-
cent fence which not a single fish could

On the upper side of dam were
placed 12 big traps or fish bins. Op-
posite holes made in the panels for fish
to enter the traps, prepared with slides
to open and shut, and if the traps did
., not have a. sufficient quantity of fish in
them. when the women wanted more
g!sh on the ,t;ad'lfk, the ineli't!voi:ﬂ‘ ﬁ;.kle

eir’ canoe: poles, “wade -out in 'a line
. bin, raise the false bot-
tom, by some contrivance so as to ele-
vate the fish, then load up canoes with
zaff hooks. | 3 :

" (I found Chief Atio at the lower bar-
‘ricade. He is an-old man and does
: ‘mot know English, but had provided 'a
good interpreter. 1 informed him .that
I was sent by the government to de-
stroy and remove all barrigades and any
othler obstructions that “prevent - “the
salmon fromi getting up to their natural
_spawning . grounds, and .1 gave .him to
understand” that the barricades must be
removed immediately. And at intervals
during the conversation I explained the
Afishery laws, and: regulations, that they
‘must not use barricades and only fish
one-third the channel with theig nets or
anv other contrivance, that they must
obhgerve the close season, they must not
. sell fish'as they had done in.the past,
but onlv take enotgh for themselves
and their families, and must pot kill
more fish than they use and not wasle
anv., -
v °  .Indian Rights
+ The chief advanced many points and
some of them were well.taken. He said
thev have had an indisputable right for
all time in the past, that ifi it was ta-’
‘ken away the old people-would starve,
that by selling salmon they could al-
ways get iktahs, and he wanted to know
‘to what ‘extent the government would
support them. - He' thought it unfair to
forbid ther® selling fish when the can-
nervmen Sold all theirs, and I had to
\ promise him to tell the government t¢
compel the canners to let more fish come
up the rivers, as some years they did
not ‘get enough; that the canners de-
. stroyed more spawn than they; that
fTormerly he could not see the water be-
n:gr‘ his barricade . for fish; that they
re forced out on the beach, but lat-
terly they had diminished, little by little
every year. I met all his arguments
in'a prompt manner, and set back those
who showed a spirit of redistance, by
telling ‘them that they had committed a
gross breach of the law, that they had
des this' year notwithstand-
ing . the inspector had by letter forbid
them to do so, and that if they resist
and do not destroy the Barricades noth-
ing will save them fromi punishment or
imprisonment,
At that a goodly number went and
 avorked ‘away in the cold ice water,
‘chopping and breaking it down. After
! about two hours when they could stand
4t no longer they came up to me and
demanded 'that the gevernment should
. pay for taking it out, and no_amount of
threats and persuasion could get them
, at jt again; and ‘to end all the talk and
" to’zet the remainder of it out, I had to
- hire six Indians 'who took out the last
‘. stick. What was. .dry of the upper
“works thev took on shore for fire wood,
“the .rest they let go with the current.
Some of the fish bins they dragged to
shore. Although it was the last of the
season when we came there, the barri-
cades were still fishing, and about 500
600 sockeyes ‘had’been landed ‘that
dav. from each trap, and those fish
#hust have been principally females, as
they showed an uncommon amount of
spawn when cleaned.

Fish by the Million

_The banks of the Babine river have a
‘lovély appearance at this place . and
. a most wonderful sight met our eyes
when we beheld the immense array of
drfed salmon. ~ On either side, therc
- were no less than 16 houses 30x27x8
feet. filled with salmon from the top
down so low that one had to stoop to

. #ét into them, and also- an immense
= quantity of racks, filled up outside, If
the latter had stood close tokether they

ground, and though it was impossible
to form an estimate. we judged it to

. On .
e

fish at those two barriea.. i, all killed
hefore they had ®pawned, and though
the whole tribe ‘had been working for
six weeks and a half it was a wonder
that so' much salmon ‘could be massed
together ;in that time. ' 2

Parce river. This ‘stream also comes
in from the west.! They had quit fish-
ing, and we only found twa old women
home, ~unly one family had. fish there.
The man had gone to Babine village
with a canoe lead of dried salmon. They
had vpileu the rest of their \figh - to-
gether. and these amounted-in bulk to
the equal of three-cords of “wood.  We
demolished their barricade “and dame
awav. 5T b} il

On the 21st we reached Fifteen Mile
river and fouund it deserted; neéarly all
the fish had been removed, ‘though, 1
counted over 2,000 left on a couple of
Tacks. We destroyed the barricades
and as usual took their trail in order to
see’ what there was .above. . We soon
came to a permanent dam; a big cotton
wood ‘tree had been felted across the
river. “well pinned up behind 7with rocks;
in front.were stakes and brush, with a

Multitude of Dead Fish

in fromt of it. The dam was neariy
as tight as- a bottle, and forbid even
a single fish to get through, though
there were ‘quite a quantity of fish
above-it, which had no doubt gotten
over the dam in a higher state of “wa-
ter. and liké in thé other two streams
there were thousands of sockeyes be-
low that could not.get up well, amid-2
horrible stench, = Wt chopped out the
log, pulling the brush en shore, and
cleared the centre of the channel for &
space of 30 feet, then made a bonfire of
a big lot of panels and baskets.

The spawning grounds on these rivers
extend for .a half or three-quarters of
a mile from their mouth;, and were al-
most covered with spawn, and about
two-thirds of it doing -well; also there
are splendid spawning <grounds fromr
opposite Babine village, running down
the river for about two miles and a
half. with beautiful bars in the middle
of the river: all made in to hills and
hollows by the sockeye spawning and
onlv' in one instance on the last named
streams did we find a bar where the
spawn unad perished, on account ‘of the
water having left it dry. -

On the 22nd we reached Beaver river.
At the head of the lake we found:a bar-
ricade a mile up stream still fishing,
but no people there. This river is about
100 feet wife 8 feet*deep, and mud bot-
tom. The salmon go through it and
enter Bear, creek ten miles up, where
they spawn. There Wwere two contri-
vanceés with which thé fish were caught.
In this barricade of

.A Peculiar Kind

a tunnel was made 6 feet wide, micely
fitted into the wall of the barricade, and
narrowed down to 1 foot in 12. Then
tunnels one foot wide joined-one which
lead into a bin 40 feét above the dam,
where  fish had acoumulated. The
other hdd a similar month and.a small
tunnel reached up  stream @& similar
distance. fastened to stakes with ropes
at intervals, @We demolished the bin
and tunnel fish, then'pulled up the rope.
Here we found that the small tunnel
was securely closed at its end. It was
wedged  full of live . sockeyes, They
ecould not turn nor could they get back.
We cut and disjeinted everything and
let the fish go,  and had a fearful job
getting all the deep panels and™posts
out of* the sticky bottom.

Branded Salmon -’ ;
B bt
+ - ¢ . e * "
v indebted boﬂﬂ'ﬁ."f '%g,“}hﬂf‘n
agent there, for valuablé information as
to the names and localities of Indian
villages, etc. “There are 2,951 Indians
in his district. = Mr. Loring kindly gave
me a salmon caught at Kiskigdas, ‘'which
is branded on both. ‘sides ,with the let-
ter W. or M: The Indians caught sev
eral of them this year for the first
time. It created quife: an excitement
among them, as the brand was so strik-
inelv clear before the fish were cut.
They called it governmient salmon.
Where did-it come from? Can it be that

mon when they bramded seals on Pri-
biloff islands? . ° < -

From informati\or; received I found it
necessary to make a journey to Morrice-
town. 30 miles up the Bulkley river, and
when ' the heayy rain that lasted for
davs had abated we left Hazelton on
the 4th of October and reached Morrice-
| town. an Indian village. situated on the
west bank of the Bulkley river, on the
5th. This is a beautiful stream, 140
miles long, fully as large as the Babine;
one of its ‘branches heads within a few
miles .of Babine - lake; its other two
branchés run in a southerly direction,
and heads towards the Ootsa. country.
It has numerous lakes, and was former-
Iv one of the greatest propagation
sbranches of the Skeena, but I found
that the farmers of the walley told the
truth when they said that of late years
the Indians were determined not to lét
a single salmon pass them. At Morrice-
town we found only half a dozen In-
dians. and about'a score of old women,
who' evidently knew our purpose as they

Gave Us Hail Columbia

‘ On examining the canyon I found
it about 250 yards long, the narrow-
est part 1.foot wide, and from' the nu-
merous paths, stagings, ladders, etc., 1
could judge that the canyon during the
fishing season was lined with Indians,
hooking and catching salmon by every
conceivable: contrivance. hey even
shove out a long polé with a rope through
the end of it, from one side to a crevice
onl the other side, bend on the trap or
basket. ‘haul it to the ‘other side, lower
it down. and when a sufficient quantity
of salmon enter, they haul /it back; ev-
ety salmon that comes up that foaming
boiling  cauldron goes into the little ed-
dies for rest, and every eddy is filled
with contrivances for his capture, but
if indeed some of the fish - are lucky
enough to escape the multitude of hooks
and traps in the canyon :

A Worse Fate Awaits
them- at the falls immediately above,
where ‘thev are in low water ‘during
fishing season by all accounts, 14- feet
high. Behind the falls is an array of
various kinds of traps and baskets. The
salmon keeps on jumping incessantly to
get up, and falls back into the baskets.
Thus onlv a very few fish get up the
wiver to the laKe, aund I could see no
other way to remedy :the evil in ,that
narrow place where the salmon is.en-
tirely at the mercy of she Indians, so
bv the .authority of sub-section 16,
clange 5. chap. 51, and others in the
Fisheries act, 1 placed .a notice. above
the falls apd another at the lower end
of the cahbyon, -which strictly ' forbids
fishing of any kind for a distance of ‘300
vards.. 1.might bave excluded surface
fly fishing but there are =no ‘sportsmen.
in -that wvicinity.-

I beg to uraw your attention {o the
necessity- of spending - about $500 - to
blast out two shelves of rocks on the
west side of the canyof, in the Bulk-
lev river: the water would then form a
more uniform grade so that - the . fish
could zet up and replenish this noble
river and lake. 5

We left Hazeiton ou the 10th .and
reached Copper River on the 12th. This
is also a river of considerable magnit-
ude. and enters inta the Skeena from

be nearly three-quarters of a million of

the east. taree miles below the canyqn,

On-the.20th we,made Tiltitcha of i

the United States officials branded sal-

One of its forks heads close to the Tol-
quo, the other runs north, and ends at
the head of Kethijukla river, and is
about ‘70 miles long, and has no less
than four lakes of various sizes,

: A .Death-Dealing -Dam

Formerly (Copper river was counted
among the great salmon streams of
the Skeena. until 15 years ago, when
a slide came dowpn from the mountain
with a tremendous rock in it, some 15
miles up from its mouth, which, formed
a dam that made it impossible for the
salmon to get up. -

A prospector, My, F. Allen, ‘and oth-
ers who have been there recently, told
me the dam is 20 feet high, that in front
of it “was a mass of dead fish, enough
to nollute the air in the whole neighbor-
hood. . “On the ]lakes above are numer-
ous salmon houses deserted long ago.
Mr. Allen said that 500 or 600 dollars
would w.ast the rock and clear away the
dam.

.~ In view of the great necessity of re-
plenishing the salmon in the two above-
mentioned rivers, you cannot too strong-
Iv-recommend the expenditure' for clear-
ing out the obstructions.

Sale of Dried Salmon

The Indians do mot ouly catch and
cure salmon for their own use, but herd
it up every year for sale and barter. It
is a sort of legal tender amongst them
—10 salmon for a dollar and so many
for a blanket. They sell dried salmon
to packers and miners, to all those that
haul with dog sleighs, in every part of
the upner country during winter, and to
merchants: every storekeeper that I ask-

id told me that they handled more or
less every year. The Babine post had
an order from Stuarts lake for 9,000
dried salmon.

AS. ‘1 mentioned before, there are
about 3.000 Indians in Mr. Noring’s
district. and we can reckon safely on
three to a family, which makes 1,000
families, and I hawve it. from good au-
thoritv that with dried and fresh sal-
mon. it takes 1,000 fish to supply . a
family during one ‘year, so that it takes
a million of fish to supply the Indians.
in that district, besidés what they sell,
to sav nothing about the multitude of
dogs that number nearly as many, and
are continuously fed on dried - salmon,
and every fish almost without an. ex-
ceotion is killed before it is spawned,
and when we take fhto consideration
that nearly every salmon stream in_the
country is barricaded and that this has
gone on for vears and years, is it not
then a ereat wounder that there are any
fish at all left? "

Job Goes A-Begging

1 also beg to inform you that I 'was
unable to engage a special fishery ‘of-
ficer for the Jpper Skeena at the con-
ditions you offered, and /it would do no
good: it would be like throwing se much
money away as there are three active
men wanted, as T have already stated,
and thev will have their hands full; and
it should be done this winter when pow-
der. provisions, etc., could be brought
in with sleighs on the ice; it’would be:a
great pity to. allow those two rivers: fo
be barren for another year.

“To show how the Indians feel about
losing their barricades, I beg to call
vour attention to what occurred at Ba-
‘bine. ~T was asked to attend a meeting
of Indians. when I was informed by one
who claimed to own the sbarricades that
if tie had been présent when the barri-
cades, Avere destroyed they .would no:
have’ beén ‘touched; that unlegs. the gov-
‘ernment sends him
‘Tim “nekt: sumnier: the: barrieades would:
ssurelv . be - eonstructed -again,. though he
should’ die for it. This he repeated se-
veral times and I had to promise him
that I wonld tell - the government so.
This is the prevailing ‘spirit amongst
them: as they-all wanted more or less in
lien of their barricades.

I therefore beg to suggest that”three
guardians be appointed for the follow-
ing places next season: !

One for Babine, one for Hazelton,
and one for the Skeena below Hazel-
ton. and they should be good active men,
who could ride’ a horse, pole a canoe up
stream. and move about quickly as they
will each of them have over a hundred
miles to travel.
positions cannot be got cheaply.

The waters of the Skeena, Kispiax,
Blackwater. Kitmangar and Naas rivers
are all barricaded every year in a shame-
ful manner. and the guardian of the up-
per Skeena. should be retained lomger in
the season. and be- sent rounfi, to such
places as it is the best time of the year
for traveling, and the Indians. are all
fishing. By so doing much good could
be effected. and much evil prevented.

SPENCER'S BUY THE
 WILLI'S - BLOCK

Big Dry Gooderirm Pfepares
For an Extension of
Business.

Owing to the heavy demand on their
already extensive space, Messrs. D.
Spencer, Limited, have purchased the
Williams  block, consisting of the
large four-storey brick building on
Broad street, which will be connected
with - their store. The price is not
obtainable, but it is understood the
consideration was somewhere in the
neighborhood of $25,000. Messrs. 2. R.
Brown, Limited, of 30 Broad- street,
negotiated the sale.

Some. four .years ago the property
was. on the market’ for dpproximately
$16,000-"or $17,000; and that it has
now been' sold at this increased figure
is taken to indicate that the status of
real estate.in the business section is
advancing. . ’

Mr. Chris . Spencer was yesterday
afternoon interviewed by a Colonist
reporter and he said: “Expansion of
business 'and . believing the same to
be an excellént investment are the two
reasons that prompted Spencer Limit-
ed to purchase . the. Williams.
block. 'We shall utilize the back por-
tion of the property, which adjoins our
premises. It will be ‘used - the
manufactory department. For “the

resent no attempt will be made- to
isturb the tenants now in occupation,
‘as we do not need the front-portion of
the block.” .

,Mr. Spencer added that the members
of his firm are convinced that-down-
town. - realty is due for a sharp ad-
vance within the next year or so, and
this was one of the primary reasons
that caused them to acquire the
Williams block. Victoria , realty,-es-
pecially business property at present
prices, is considered one of the best
class of investments, and the firm
continues to show its' great faith in
the future growth .of the business of
the city by adding to its already large

holdings.

-before the fish |t

REAL ESTATE AGENT
CONNTTED FOR THIL

Alfred Williams Will Go Before
Higher Court on Two Char-
ges of Fraud.

THE PRELIMINARY HEARING YESTERDAY

Prosecdtion Claims Note Was
Tampered With and Alleges
Fraud.

(From Friday's Daily.)

Alfred Williams, real estate agent,
was committed for trial yesterday on
two charges of obtaining money under
false pretenses, by ‘Magistrate Hall in
the city police court, and will elect for
a speedy trial on both. The first
charge alleges that $800 had been ob-
tained from Frederick Hodgson by
false pretenses on November 21, 1904;
the second charge was of obtaining $300
from Hodgson by false pretenses on
November 10, 1904. ' The evidence in the
first case was heard on Monday and the
defence called no witnesses. Mr. Rob-
ertson addressed the court, asking that
the charge be dismissed and said Hodg-
son, the prosecutor' made a business of
lending money on notes, and, it was rea-
sonable to believe, the note for $800 was
issued to Williams in the usual way, 1f
the deeds for the Waddington alley prop-
erty were to be given as security the
note was of no- utility. Hodgson,
moreover, had been paid his interest reg-
ularly, and it was a very high rate of
interest. Mr. . J. Prior for the pros-
ecution reviewed the evidence and held
it was sufficient to. warrant the accused
being -comtitted for trial. 'The magis-
trate, summing up the evidence, said
the principal witness had stated he
loaned accused on the understand-
ing  from  accused that Mr. Peirson held
a montgage on the Waddington alley
property and that Peirson wanted to
raise money on the mortgage and the
deeds would be deposited with the
prosecutor _as security. The case re-
solved itself into the matter of whether
the statement by accused was true or
false, as to whether there was a mort-
gage on the property ‘and Mr. Peirson
wanted to raise money on it. In the evi-
dence it was stated Hodgson told Peir-
son he had been unable to get the deeds
and Peirson had then replied; “I thought
you had the deeds. all the time.” Then
Peirson had said Williams was supposed
to buy the :property and give the deeds
as security, and later he had said ‘Wil-
liams had never owned; the property.
This evidence, avhich had been uncon-
tradicted, went  to establish a prima
facie case ugainst the accused. He
éommitted :accuked | for trial. -

"My, JC. T Pedot:in introducing . the:

secdnd ‘charge suid’ it was of obtaining

$300 with intent. toidefraud. The morn-
ey: was procured frém Hodgson for T.
H. Matthews, a: contractor, and Hodg-
son was introduted to Matthews as the
man who would loan the money. Next

'day a nhote was given Hodgson for $312,

the §12 being ~for interest for -one
month. Matthews had repudiated the
1ote’ when it 'fell' due, claiming he had
never signed a note for “the:sum, but
that which he signed: was for: $100.
The case against accused was that the
amount had been raised or the signa-
ture to the ‘noté had been forged.

Frederick - Hodgson, the first witness.

called, said accused came to him to se-

Men that can fill euch Foure the loam:for Matthews and later
‘introduced the contractor to ‘him. He

paid ‘thé money in cash on November
10, 1904 to Mr. Williams.- He went
to collect it when it became due but had
been unable to‘do so, though he had re-
ceived payments at regular intervals on
account of interest. He ultimately
went to see Matthews who denied there
was any note for $312 against him. The
note ‘was still unpaid. ;

To Mr. ‘Robertson, for accused, Hodg-
son said this note had been the first
transaction of the kind he had. entered.
He was satisfied to lend the money with
Matthews- as security. Accused had
nothing to do with the note beyond ob-
taining the loan upon it and ‘endorsing
the note, though-® had not_ insisted
that accused endorse the note. He knew
Williams ;made a practice of securing
loans and /e’ had trusted him. When he
loaned the money he had no suspicion of:
accused., Matthews had acknowledged
signing a note for $100 and the note was
for $312. :

“In other words, said Mr. Robert-
son, ‘“you claim accused raised  the
note?”

Mr. Prior objected to this question.

Hodgson, continuing his evidence un-
der cross-examination said he went to
see Mr. Peirson after his conversation
with Matthews regarding the repvdiated
note to show Peirgon the men he was
working hand in hand with was not the
man hé was supposed to be.

‘“¥ou practically told Mr. Peirson that
Mr. Williams was a forger?” said Mr.
Robertson,

Hodgson said he didn’t think he had
acted wunfairly; he couldr’t tell by in-
specting the note whether it had been
tampered with.

Thos. M. Matthews, next witness,
said he had & nioney trasaction with
Hodgson' and Williams and had signed
a note for $100. : He remarked at The
time the note seemed to. be made out
in pencil, and ‘aécWsed said it was in
indelible pencil. He signed it, but had
never signed a mnote for $312. s

Mr. Prier, for prosecution, said he

“wanted permission to endedvor to show

that accused had been guilty of previous
fraudulent " transactions in *connection
with the witness, and quoted -authori-
ties to support his request, y

Magistrate Hall decided to permit
the introduction of such evidence, but
Mr. Prioy said he would withhold it un-
til the case- was #ried before a higher
court. ”

Mr. Matthews said he had never seen
tne note for $312 before. He wrote
specimens of his%signature to be com-
pared ' with that on the- note,

To ~Mr. Robertson, witness said he
had known Williams previous to the
meeting with Hodgson and had agreed
to back the note of Williams, although
he had asked Williams why he had not
issued the note himself, to which* Wil-
liams had replied le did not want
Hodgson to know he .was getting the
money. he - amount mentioned was
$100 and the interest was not referred

““According to your own story,” said
Mpr, “Robertson, “you entered into an
agreement to do up Mr. Hodgson?”

“No,” replied witness, “I did not?”’

“You were understood to be the bor-
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rower- to deceive Hodgson?” said Mr.
Robertson. 4

“Williams said to me before Hodg-
son,” said witness, “this is the man I'm
getting the money from.

“You were a party to a conspiracy to
gelt money from Hodgson?’ asked coun-
sel.

Mr. Prior objected to this question
being put. He said there was not
a charge made of conspiracy.

Mz. . Robertson .replied: “There may
be a charge of conspiracy before long.”

Witness said everything had been
straightforyward regarding getting the
note. He had read it when it"was given
to him and noticed that it was sor $100.
He saw no reference to interest. The
note was brought to him at a house
he was building on Yates street and he
had taken it info a cottage alongside
where pen and ink was loaned. He had
remarked thag it was written with. pen-
cil, but when Williams said it was in
indelible pencil he thought everything
proper. He supposed the handwriting
of the text of the note was that of ac-
cused. He identified a number of notes
bhe had signed for Williams. They were
mostly for $100, but there was one for
$200. He had been in the habit of ob-
taining money through the agency of
Williams, and he identified a note he
had signed for Robert Matherson. He
would have been equally willing to lend
his signature to a note for $300 for
Williams as for $100.

The note in question,
placed in evidence with  other
was handed to witness and he said that
although part-of the signature looked
like his it was not written by him.

“Will you swear that is not your sig-
nature?” / asked Mr. Robertson. *“I
swear I never signed that note,” re-
plied witness. 4

“It looks like your signature?’ said
Mr. Robertson.

“Yes, very much,” replied witness.

“Will you swear that is not your sig-
nature to the note?’ asked counsel.

*Yes,” replied witness, “The reason I
g0 by is that I’ve never seén that note.

“In other words that’s a forgery?”’
said Mr. Robertson.

“You may class it
please,” -réplied witness.

Continuing his evidence, witness said,
when Hodgson had called upon him to
ask why the note was not paid, he had
replied he knew nothing about, the
note, ‘and. that the one he had signed
was for $100. Hodgson had ' fumed
when he denied it was his signature to
the note. He had gone to, Williams
about the matter. The first he heard of
suggested criminal proceedings was
three months ago, but he had not
thought Hodgson would take the threat-
ened proceedings. Then he had heard
of Williams’ arrest. He did not
know why Williams should raise the
note. ,

. The defence did not’call any witness-

es and accused when asked if he wished
to make a statement, said he had noth-
ing Yo say. He was then committed
for trial also on the second charge.

IO ALEXANDER
DOWIES TROUBLES

Agostle of Zion Starts For. Chic-
* ago to Confront Church
Leaders.

which was

anyway jyou

Mexigo City, April 5.—John Alexan-
der Dowie, first apostle of the Christian
Catholic Church in Zion, tonight start-
ed for Chicago, where he will confront
the church leaders who have revolted
against him. In an -interview today,
Dowie reviewed the history of his
church, His table  held - many tele-
grams of loyal assurance from England
and the United States and offers of fi-
pnancial aid if required. Dowie said
the trouble came to a climax as a re-
sult in part of his Mexican undertak-
ings, His ‘wife and son agreed with
those who made objections. He added
that his son,. although not a bad man,
did not walk in‘his, (Dowie’s) ways.

he had been ‘extravagant and declared
that he owned today the majority of
shares in the Zion City bank, and he
declared that when the accounts would
be adjusted he would have a goodly bal-
ance to his credit.

Regarding the Charge of Tyranny
he remarked that like all business em-
ployers, he did not, and would not tol-
erate incompetency.

He said he was a sincere monogamist
and had not contemplated introducing
polygamy into his Mexican colonies.
Dowie expressed confidence in the
loyalty of the great mass of his adher-
enfs. Sl
Chicago, Ils., April 5.~~John Alex-
ander Dowie’s allegd domestic tyranny
was laid bare before 250 overseers, eld-
ers, deacons, deaconesses and teachers,
at a meeting here tonight. Nearly ev-
ery officer of the church addressed the

out intermission. Mrs. Jane  Dowie,
wife of the deposed ‘‘first apostle’’ told
in detail Dowie’s conduet towapds her
during the past two years. Mrs, Dowie
related her husband’s alleged efforts to
convert her to the idea of plural mar-
riage. It was to further his plans for
polygamy, she declared, that he had de-
veloped the o‘Paradise plantation pro-
ject” to be carried out in Mexico.

0

THE MINERS’ STRIKE.

Situation in Soft Coal Mining Fields
Assuming a Normal Aspect.

Pittsburg, Pa., April 5.—Gradually
the situation in the soft coal mining
fields is assuming a normal aspect. For-
ty-three of the mines of the Pittsburg
coal companies were in operation today
and at the adjournment of the district
‘convention here today it is expected
that it will be but a few days more
when-all the mines in this district will
be running.

Seven independent companies signed
the scale today. "Twenty-five hundred
miners returned. to work at Roscoe, Pa.
while Irwin, Somerset and, Johaston
still remain threatening storm centres,

At Somerset today, several miners
were injured by stopes. All the mines
of the Somerset Coal company  are be-
ing run as usual, ~More men returned
to work at Johnstown and several of
the mines were reported‘in operation.
All disturbances reported have been
confined . to "the foreign element.

Philadelphid, Pa., April 5.—In the an-
thracite region the arbitration proposi-
tion made by the miners’ representatives
to the operators: during the conference
in New York today is regarded in vary-
ing lights by the different_interests in-
volved. -Several operators expressed the
belief that it will not be accepted,

The sityation in the coal fields re-
mains -unchanged. Occasional distur-
bances are reported from various sec-
tions, but they are-regarded as incon-
sequer* 2

notes,:

Dowie warmly refute the charge that

meeting, which lasted five hours, with-

VESUVIUS CAUSES ALARM. |

Five Streiairs of Lava Threatening the
Adjucent Country. !

Naples;- April 5.—The eruption of!
Mount Vesuvius is assuming alarmiug;

proportions., Five streams of burning |
lava are descending the mountain,)
threatening everything below. Roaring|
explosions are heard for twenty miles]|
around. {

The inhabitants of the small villages |
near the crater are escaping, while pro- |
cessions of villagers, carrying images or‘,
saints and madonnas and praying for a|
cessation of the eruption, are passing|
through the neighboring towns. |

The smoke and ashes are carried so |
ar that all Naples is sprinkled with |
cinders, The Neapolitans are not]
alarmed; in fact they are rather glad,!
saying that the new eruption of \‘e-;
suvius is in preparation for the arrival;
of King KEdward, who left Marseilles |
Aovril 3rd on ‘the royal yacht Victoria |
and Albert, accompanied by Queen
Alexandra, and who is expected here
today.

THE MALIGNED REPORTER. |
{

Newspaper Men Really Detest Scandal
Stories; Public Demands Them.

“A common charge brought against
the newspaper reporters is that they
are heartless, that they revel in laying
before the world the closely guarded
secrets of individuals. It constantly
happens that a reporter, must do un-
pleasant thingi because others have
been guilty of*those violations of cus-
tom. law. or convention that make
news. The opprobrivm that belongs
tothe real. offender is not infrequently
heaped upon the innocent newsgatherer.
There is no work a rgporter detests so
much as  that involviffg a social scan-
dal. and there is no story that a large
percentage of readers will devour more
eagerly.. There isn’t a good reporter
living who has not been guilty of that
blackest, least forgivable of all journal-
istic crimes, ‘throwing down’ his news-
paper to protect a helpless person in-
nocentlv involved in a legitimate news
storv that is a matter of public record.
On the whole, the newsgatherers are a
tender-hearted folk and generous, and
that which often passes for cynicism is
an intense hatred andfcontempt for
shams,’ If they appear susnicious it is
because long experience has taught
them that they must constantly guard
against deception..- There is no walk
in life a zood reporter is mot compelled,
sooner or later, to invagle, and his po-
sition is ‘the trying one of being com-
pelled either to gain the confidence. of
or outwit those he meets there.”—
Hartley Davis in Everybedy’'s Maga-
zine. ;

A RACE IN RAILWAY BUILDING.

C. P. R. and Jim Hill in a Death
- Struggle in the Great West.

Under the caption “A Race In Rail-
way Building,” the Vancouver Prov-
ince says: “There was a time in the
history ‘of Canada when the ablest and
most aspiring of  her children sought a
larger field of epportunity than she
could .offar them, and 'the legislators in
the; , ‘arliament were alarmed at
the .y to the United States: ‘The
‘rush . _che ‘c¢ountry 'south ‘of ‘the bérder
was in ‘the nature of a migration in
which the best brain and sinew of the
Dominion were numbered. This was
before the making of the West. Every
department of the wide, arduons nation-
al life of the reépublic now bears the im-
press of that exodus from Canada. The
native born of this country form .no un-
distinguished portion of the citizens of
the United States. In all branches of
industry and commeree, in promoting the
great enterprises. which have made of
the - American republic a world power,
Canadians have been among the guid-
ing minds. - They sit in her legisla-
tive halls and fill the chairs of her great
seats of learning. They are numbered
ameng her merchant - princes and her
most illustrious citizens.

But with the making of the West the
migration ceased. The opportunities
which the older provinces could not of-
fer are found in newer Canada. Not
only has the exodus discontinued, but
many of those of the earlier genera-
tions, who marched south are march-
ing northward again, they and their
children. They are bringing with them
the wealth and experience gained in a
foreign land, but which will not be less
valuable on that account to them and:
to this country, Many who are not
disposed to make 4 second removal are
sending capital for .investment under
conditions safer and more profitable
than can be found .elsewhere. Among
those whose interest in Western Can-
ada is making a stir on both sides of
the border line is the great railway pro-
moter and manager, President James J.
Hill of the Great Northern. This col-
ossal figure of the railway world, the
most enterprising and the boldest and
most successful of all those in the
United States, was a migrant from On-
tario in the sixties, and in the interval
which has since elapsed he has built
up a great transcontinental system and
opened to settlement and development
the Middle West states of the union.

Quick to appreciate the possibilities of
a country and to take advantage. of
them he has for some years been quiet-
Iy acquiring larger dnd larger interests
in British Columbia, until he has be-
come a decided fdetor in the life of the
nrovince. Now comes the intelligence,
startling, perhaps, but readily under-
standable and easily credible, that he
has actumally under way a project for
constructing * a  transcontinental line
through Canadian territory, and that
he will run a race in railway construc-
tion with the Grand Trunk Pacifi¢ aed
the Canadian Northern. No one who
‘has watched the podlicy pursued b
President Hill during the past few
vears will for a moment doubt that he
has now in hand either by actual con-
struction or the preliminary -work of
surveys the eighteen hundred wmiles of
road from Vancouver, to  Winnipeg.
Under the circumstances it may be- re-
garded as a fair sporting proposition to
lay a ‘wager on the winner. British
Columbians, it is more than probable,
would not hesitate to name the favorite.
" “1he entry of President Hill into the
field of All-Canadian railway construec-
tion 4s. however, the best tribute which
could be offered te the value -f West-
ern Canaaa and.its future outlook. Mr.
Hill has no sentiment in building rafl-
wavs. nor does he have regard to na-
tionality. A Canadiad born and an
.American by adoption, he is.on the
lookput for large business for his enter-
prises. and that he should have enter-
ed without fuss and without demand
for assistance on the construction of a
road. to. build the duplicate of which
a Canadian company demanded and o)-
tained the pledge of the Dominidn’s
credit. not only marks him out for dis- |
tinetion as a fearless and superior oper~i
ator. but should impress the people of |
this country with the worth of their
wesfern possessions, as estimated by
the shrewdest and most successful -of

American projectors.

{One lady said on the stand that

(ZULUG ATTACK THE

GOLONIAL ‘FIELD FORCY

Eye Witness 'Describes Rescue
of Isolated Party of Women
and Children,

TROOPSARE COMPELLED 10 REF(iF

Column Is Ambushed by Insur-
gents While on March
to Greytown,

London, April 6.—A  despatch 2
this account of the fighting between t
Zulus and the Natal colonist expedit
which rescued the women and childre
isolated at Keate's Drift: “Bambaal
surprised the column at dusk at Im-
panza, the natives springing out of the
thicket;. fanatically snouting their bai-
tle ery and attacking the vanguard wit
their assegais. The police behaved wit
coolness, keeping the hprde of blacks ag
bay and steadily continuing the marc
to Greytown. The fighting did not
cease till midnight, when the column
reached Bota’s farm in safety. The wo-
men and children had been placed in
the center of the column and thus com-
pletely shielded.

The infuriated natives
bodies of three policemen, wi
killed, but the bodies were rescu Ne
geant Brown is missing, and it iy
feared that he also has been killed.

The white residents of Impanza es-
caped to Keate's Drift at Bambaatas,
first attack, and the looting of the ho-
tel and imMbibing liquor incapacitated the
rebels.

TR
hacked th

Compelled to Retire

Greytown, Natal, April 5.—The col-
onial field force, which was concentrat-
ing at Impanza, 12 miles northwest of
Greytown for operations against the in-
surgent chief, Bambaata, the deposed
regent of the Greytown district, has
been compelled to abandon its laager
after heavy fighting and retire to Grey-
town.

A portion of the force sent to rescne
the women and children isolated at
Keate's Drift, succeeded in doing so,
but while returning was atfacked h¥ re-
bellious natives. A running fight was
kept up for six miles, the Zulus contin-
uving the pursuit until within a mile of
Greytown. Three of the colonial po-
lice were killed and several were wound-
ed. The remainder are safe at Grey-
town,

Rebels in Strong Numbers

The police report thag, the rebels are
in strong numbers, and flushed with
victory and the officials fear further ex-
cesses,

A strong force of artillery, infantry
and mounted men is moving out of

JGneytowns todaw to eperatg.against the

rebels. | A laager has been formed here
and. every preparation has been. made
to defend Greytown in case of attack.
An assault- on the town, however, is
considered unlikely te occur, the Zulus
preferring to fight' in the rugged coun-
try outside. g

The British field force at present enly
numbers a few hundred men, and will
‘be strongly reinforced during the next
twenty-four hours.

BY-LAWS ARE PASSED.

Graﬁd Forks Endorses Several Publio
Measures.

Grand Forks, B. C., April 5.—At the
election held here today, the Kettle
Valley line railway right-of-way bylaw
passed, the following votes being polled:
For the bylaw, 231. Nine against and six
spoiled balots. The Grandforks steel
structural bonus bylaw also passed, for
which the following votes were polled:
For the bylaw, 230; against, 11; and 5
spoiled ballots,

Supt. Hi W.  Warrington says that
work on his railway will start forthwith.
The building of the steel works also will
be started immediately. :

There is general rejoicing here this ev-
ening over the passage of the two o
important bills, which means much for
Grand Forks.

VON BUELOW IMPROVING.

German Chancellor Is Recovering From
) Fainting Spell.

Berlin, April 6.—Inquiries this morn-
ing at the residence of Chancellor Von
Buelow, elicited the jinformation that
he is continuing to improve.

A few minutes after' Von Buelow
fainted in the reichstag, telephone mes-
sages were sent to the Princess Vou
Buelow and to the Emperor. The Prin-
cess reached her husband as soon as
Prof. Danvers. The Emperor was at
lunch when the intelligence was coi-
veyed to him and he immediately arose,
recalled all his engagements for the aft-
ernoon and ordered a carriage to go t0
the reichstag. Prince Von Buelow spoke
for about half an hour on the Morocean
question at.the opening of the days
session in his usual animated style; but
it was observed that his face was very
red and that he seemed to have difficul-
ty in drawing nis breath.

His break-down was undoubtedly
caused by over work during the Moroc-
can ‘conference. He had been Wwork-
ing from eight in the morning to mid-
night+for three months past.

—_0
THE PHILLIPS CASE.

Police Court Development of an Intere
esting Character.

Toronto, April 5.—J. E. Jones, coun~
sel for Phillips, again added varely
to. the wvolice court proceedings by 10°
termittent objections to the manuner i
which' the case was being conducted 1“-‘_
the magistrate. He was finally informic
that if he was not satisfied be oW
apply for a change of venue.

The features of the evidence were &~
detailing of Phillips having secured 1 ‘r
ronto Life stock and having paid 1o
it. the same to be held by Jean McCani.
Various checks issued by Burt for ¢ ‘IV-
missions were closely scrutinized. ;
Jones wanted to know what that had
do with rmllips, but the court said:
this man was howing anything for
lips we should know it If this
obtained money as result of conspi
with Phillips he is not entitled to 1t, a7
we want to get it,” added Mr. Curry.

and

the

check for $10,000 did not go to the ¢It
of Phillins. “I have here vouchers

the Bank of Montreal showing f
did go to Phillips’ account, ant
voucked in the handwriting of (il

s

same

young lady.”

/
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Election Wag

CONFERENCE WILL §

A Further Attemp
Adjust an &
Difficu

(From Iriday

The  board o1
Protestant Orphans’
decided to appoint
wait on the plaintiffg
a view to . arranging
settlement. The
afternoon was of ml
tion than that of 4§
and many different
subject were given.
pied the chair and a
ent were Bishop Crid
Reverends Dr, Camp
Carson, Ard, Dakin
Tapscott; Ald. Fell
Helmcken, E. Crow
Hayward, A. B. Mc
George Carter, E. Fa
Gregor, N. Shakespea
croft.

The meeting was o
by Bishop Cridge, wh
blessing on the wor
and the counsel of
wards a satisfactory
present difficulty.

In Opening t
Dr. Milne said that it
pose of discussing t
from McPhillips & H
did not know why t
selves as acting on
orphanage. He as
never engaged them,
secretary or E. Cr
thought that before a
tors was engaged 0O
home, the officers sho

Rev. Mr. Clay said
ered he was presen
of the Chief Justice
out his suggestion to
factory settlement.
the, communication-
table. g

Bishop Cridge mad
remarks, whi¢h were
marked attention by

Bishop C

“The committee of
the Protestant Orphal
feeling the wisdom off
the Chief Justice re
amicable settlement 0|
has arisen, desire to
ing statement for the
their fellow-subscriber
referred to. L
oL s PHeSvommittee ‘be
“ate but two points’ wh
fure require’ specidl’
first, the continued '¥
original - constitution;
question as to what g
to be A member of &
management.

*With regard to the
fusion has arisen out|
stances under which
incorporated in 1892,
there were only thred
nominationss in Vie
consequent represental
That this was not un
final aggregate of ch
tiveg is plain from ¢
original constitution
lowed. Three - othey
subsequently claiming
sented, the number w
to 16, then to 20, and
present. number. TH
years the represental
question or demur, fq
inal constitution of
quires that the comm
ment shall ‘consist of
tives of each Protesta
in Victoria,’ and fu
no alteration shall be
stitution itself until i
referred to the -whole
seribers. The commit
lieves that as no sug
ever been made, the|
still in valid force,

The Consti

“The committee doe
that thus to regard th
incorporated as a virt
not as a constitut
renders the incorporg
eéven if so, it concef
better to waive the
season than to regard
itself as of no avail.

“With regard to the
it is certain that the
quires“that the comm
ment" shall be ‘chose
scribers at the annua
condition has not
known. ' The questiol
bership in this sense
as the committee a
openly ‘raised; while
doubted, now that
light, that it has thro
remained, in many ca
unfulfilled, the act o
wherein it is stated i
failed to disturb the
on this question. It
that the members
nominees of their resf
and as such, to all ap
ditionally, elected, to
hearty welcome. Wh
this is the spirit of
Surely 40 an equitabl
those members who h
sciously accepted a p
by letter they were
who, when aware of t
ing to qualify themse
should be gladly acd
otherwise in a matt|
advertence would be
main purpose and ol
they were chosen. In
mittee believes that
Such representatives
by prenouncing the w
and yoid, would be no
erate and unjust, but W
disastrously to the
Institution which we
to our hearts. They b
object would be- acco
wish  fulfilled,  both
legglly, by referring a
time any such questid
of the subscribers the

‘The board appeals
Subscribers and brot
terest of peace and pr
the above their patien
i Bishop Cridge said

. the  proposal fo
Worth, and it was all
Ahe home, which they




