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~Ouit that with a little delicacy and
inesse the end may be attained. Mean-
{wkile [ should like im your presemve,
| Mr. Overton. 10 g0 through these pa-
pers ik have beea left upon the ta-
ble™

There were 2 number of letters. bLills
and natelrooks. which Helmes tarmed
over and examined with quick. merr-
aus fingers and darting peaeirating
eyes. “XNothing bere™ be szid at Last.
“Br the war, [ suppese your friend
was 2 bealthy roung fellow—aothing
axiss with him™™

“Sound as a bell™

“Have you ever known him fll>™

“Not 2 day. He Las beea laid uwp
with a back, and once he slipped his
kneecin, but that was nothing ™

“Perliaps he was not 50 strong as
you s:ppose. [ shou'ld think he may
kare had some secret trouble. With
your assent. I will put one or two of
(aese papers my pocket, in case
they should bear upon our future in-
qury

“On* moment—one moment™ cried a
quervious woice, and we looked up
to find a queer little old man jerking
and twitching in the doorway. He
{»2s dressed im rusty bilack, with a
very broad brimmed top bhat and 3
foose white necktie—the whole effect
ieing that of a wvery rustic parson
v of an undertaker's mute. Yet, in
spite of his shabby and evea absurd
uppearance, his voice bad a sharp
roackie and bhis manner a quick fin-
wensity which commanded attention.
" “Who are you, sir, and by what right
o you touch this gentleman’s papers?>
Le asked.

“I am a private detective, and I am
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imers was A wedeznaph office at tﬁ
shont dustamoe fraua the hotel We halr I
ed outside it H

“It's wafh trrimz. Watsem™ sail J
Helwes. “0f ¢our e with a wanrant ™»
catld demand t> see the coumterfalls |
but we have mat reached that
yet. [ dom’t suyorase ther remexbiar
foces im $» busy 2 place. Let us vea
ture it™

~1 am serry t> trowlie you,” said ha
in kis bizmdest scammer to the yyung
woman behind the grating; “there is
some small mistute about a telegram I
seat yestendar. I Lave had Do amsweor
2ad J very mmuch feor that I mast have
omitted te put rr »ome at the end
Coull you tell me if this was s»*¥™

The yrung wozain twmed over a
sheaf of commterfoiis

“What o'clock was 17 she asked.

“A littie afiter G~

“YWhom was it to?7

Holizes pet his fozer © his ps ani
glanred at me. “The last wonds im it
were for God's sake,”™ he whispened
conSdentially. “! am very amxious ar
petting no answer.™

Tie young woinaa separated one of
the fonns.

“This is it. There is no mame.™ said
she, smoothing it out upen the counter.

“Then that, of course, accounts for
my geotting o answer,” said Holmes.
“Dear me, bow very stupid of me, to be
sure! Good morning. miss, and many
thanks for baving relieved my mind ™
He chuckied and rubbed his hands
when we found ourselves in the street
once more.

“Well?" | asked.

“We progress, my dear Watson, we
Progress. I bad seren different
schemes for geiting a glimpse of that
telegram, but I could bardly bope Lo
succeed the very first time.”

“And what have you gained?”

“A starting poiat for our finvesti-
gation™ He hailed a cab. *“King's
Cross station,” said bhe.

“We have a journey, then™

“Yes, I think we must run down te
Cambridge together. All the indica-
tions seewn to me to point in that diree-
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endeavoring te explain his disapp
Jance”

4 “Ob, you are, are you?
instructed you, eh?
*“This gentleman. Mr. Staunton’s
friend, was refersed to me by Scot-
land Yard.”

“Who are you, sir?”

“I am Cyril Overton.”

“I'hea it is you who sent me a tele
{gram. My bame is Lord Mount-
James. I came round as quickly as

And whe
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picion yet as to the cause of the dis-
appearunce? [ doun’t think that among
all our cases I have known one where
the motives are more obscure. Surely
you dou’t really imagine that he may
be kidknaped in order to give informa-
tion against his wealthy uncle?”

“I confess, my dear Watson, that
that does not appeal to me as a very

the Bayswater bus would bring me.
8o you bave instructed a detective?”

“Yes, sir.”

“And are you prepared to meet the
cost?”’

“I bave no doubt, sir, that my friend
Godfrey, when we find him, will be
prepared to do that.”

“But If be is vever found, eh? An-
swer me that!”

4 “In that case n» doubt his family”—

“Nothing of th: sort, sir!” screamed
the little man. “Don’t look to me for
8 peony—pot & penny! You under-
stand that, Mr. Detective! I am all the
family that this young man has got,
and I tell you that I am not respon-
sible. If he has any expectations it is
due to the fact that I have never wast-
ed mouey, and I do not propose to be-
£in to do so now. As to those papers
with which you are making so free, I
may tell you that in case there should
be anything of any value among them
you will be held strictly to account for
what you do with them.”

“Very good, sir” sald BSherlock
Holmes. “May I ask in the meanwhi
whether you bave yourself any theory
to account for this young man's disap-
pearance?

“No, sir, T have pot. Ha2 Is big
enongh v old eqsugh to loolz after
Llon: ¢, sad If b ) [oolish az to

probable explanation. It struck me,
bowever, as being the one which was
most likely to interest that exceedingly
! unpleasant old person.”

“It certainly did that, but what are
your alternatives?”

“I could mention several. You must'
admit that it is curious and suggestive
that this incident should occur on the
eve of this fmportant match and
shoo'd favolve the only man whose
presence gecins essential to the suc-
cess of the side. It may, of course, be
& coiacidence, but it is interesting,
Amateur sport is free from betting,
but 2 good deal of outside betting goes
on among the public, and it is pessible
that it might be worth some one’s while
to get at a player as the ruflans of the
turf get at a race horse. There is one
explanation. A second very obvious
one is that this young man really is
the heir of a great property, however
wodest his means may at present be,
and it is not impossible that a plot to
bold him for ransom might be con-
cocted.”

“These theories take no account of
the m."”

“Quite true, Watson. The telegram
still remains only solid thing with
which we have to deal, and wo must
not permit our aftontion to w

from it. It sty galn I'n?
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betver . dden, and when you in-id>aial-
Iy waste e time of mea wio are more
busy than yourself. At the preseat me-
ment, for example, I should b writing
a tredtise lnstead of comversing with
you.™

~No doul, docter, and yet the com-
versation may prove more jmportanat
than the treatise. Incidentalis I may
tell you that we are doing the rererse

we are enlearoring to prevemt amy-
thing Lke public exposure of private
matters which must necessarily follow

bands of the official folice. You may

ular forces of the countrr
come to ask you about Mr. Godfrey
Staunton ™

“What about him ¥

“You know him, do you not*™

“He is an intimate friend of mine™

“You are aware that he has disap-
peared ™

“Ab, indeed™

the doctor.

Dot been heard of.”
“No doubt be will return.”

match -

childish games. The young man's fate
interests me deeply, since I know him
and like him. The football match does
Bot come within my horizon at all™

“I claim your sympathy, then, in my
investigation of Mr. Staunton’s fate.
Do you know where he Is?

“Certainly not.” §

“You have not seen him since yester-
day?

“No, I have not.”

“Was Mr. Stauntoa a jhealthy man?

“Absolutely.”

“Did you ever know him 111?”

“Never.” e

Holmes popped a sheet of paper be-
fore the doctor's eyes. “Then perhaps
you will explain this receipted bill for
13 guineas paid by Mr. Godfrey Staun-
ton last month to Dr. Leslie Arm-
strong of Cambridge. I picked it out
from among the papers upon his desk.”

The doctor flushed with anger.

“I do not feel that there is any reason
why I should render an explanation to
you, Mr. Holmes.”

Holmes replaced the bill in his note- |
book. “If you prefer a public explana- I
tion, it must come soomer or later,”
said he. “I have already told you that |
I can hush up that which others will be
bound to publish, and you would really |
be wiser to take me into your com- !
plete confidence,” ‘

“I know nothing about it.”

“Did you hear from Mr. Staunton in
Lomdon?” '

“Certainly not.” i

“Denr me, dear me — the postoffice
hgain!” Holmes sighed wearily. “A
most urgent telegram was dispatehed
to yoi froms London by Godfrey
Stanuton at :‘-J.’» yesterday evening—a
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There was no change
of expression in the rugged features of

“He left his hotel Iass night—he has

“Tomorrow is the varsity football

“I bave no sympathy with these
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“ivsg boem ewt tlree homrs™ said
He'mes. “Started at 630, amd here it
fis bai ageim. That gines 2 radins of
tem wr twelve miles, and be doss it
enve ar sanetiaoes twive a day.™
~Xo mnmsual thing for a docter i

Practice.
~But Armsireny is ot really & doc
tor im practice. He is a lecturer and
a censultamt. ot be does net care for
Semeral practice, wihich distracts him
froae his liverary woork Why, them,
dess bhe make these long jomrmers,
wihich et be exceedivgiy irkseme to
him. and wibe is it that be visits?™
“His coachman™—

“My dear Watsem. caz you deubt
that it was te hig that [ Sinst applied?
1 do net kmow wihether it came finom
his owm inmate depravity or from the
prowpiings of his master, but he was
med: enough to set 3 dog at me. Nei-
ther dog nor man liked the look of my
stivk. bowerer, and the matter fell
throagh Al that I hare learmed I
gt from a friendir mative im the
sarl of our own inm. It was he who
toli me of the doctor's habits and of
his daily jommer. At that imstamt, to
give peint to his wonds, the carriage
cme round to the door.™

“woull you not follow §t?
“Excellent, Watson! You ar scin-
tillaring this evening The idea did
cross my mind. There is, as You may
kar> observed, a bhicycle shop next to
our inn. Into this I rushed, engaged a
bivroie and was able 1o get started be-
fore the camriage was quite out eof
sight. 1 rapidly overteok it, and then,
Kecping at a discreet distance of a hun-
dred yands or so. I followed its lights
uatil we were clear of the town. We
had got well out on the country read
when 2 somewhat mortifying incident
eccurred. The carriage stopped, the
doctor gfighted, walked swiftlily back to
where | had halted and told me in an
excellent sardonic fashion that he fear-
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tant, and I shall not be satisfied un

I bave made the matter clear.”

, “We can follow him tomorrow.”
“Can we? It Is not so easy as you

country that I passed over tonight is as
fiat as the palm of your hand, and the
man we are following {5 no fool, as he
very clearly showed tonight. I bave
wired to Overton to let us know any

fresh London developments at this ad- l
dress, and in the meantime we canonly |

concentrate our attention upon Dr.
Armstrong, whose name the obliging
young lady at the office allowed me to
read upon the counterfoil of Staunton’s
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Absolutely white flour makes the most
beautifpl white bread—the kind we all like.
But white bread is not necessarily pure

because it is white. To be pure it must be We thaal
made from purified flour. : b 4

There is only onc method of making e
flour absolutely pure, and that is by elec- e bome

tricity. No impurity can withstand the
searching, purifying work of this electrical
process. :

The electrical method is employed by
every big mill in the United States.

In Canada the only flour purified by
electricity is . .

.-

I have

: \ of good b

Royal Household Flour, an

¢ best turn

therefore it is the only flour that can be cl';:{s

considered as absolutely pure. ; and from

Say *Ogilvie’s Royal Houschold” to ‘ a8 O. N
your grocer—he’ll do the rest. .

Ogilvie Flour Mills Co., Lines, A

’ MONTREAL. I

@ay

“Ogilvie's Book for a Cook,” coantains 130
before
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