ent upon hm. Then we are prosper-
ous, but not till then.

Prosperous indeed! Maybe some of
the members of the Government are
prosperous, but the same does not ap-
ply to the producing classes—those

who produce the wealth of the ¢oun-
try. :
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Truth Apparent

| . The truth of the present condition
of things has now been brought to!
bear on almost everybody, and it will
be difficult to get them to trust you
in the future. | ‘

What has the Prime Minister said
in. connection with building ' the.
branch railways? The Minister of
Finance said last night that they had
a mandate from the people. They
had a mandate to spend four millions
but not a mandate to spend eight.
That is where the great difference is.

If you had told them the true con-
dition of things or that you were go-
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we can in our own plain way bring
to the knowledge of this House what |
we think on this matter.

A Terrible State of Affairs

We want to show our disapproval
and we want to protest against the
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interest charge would be nadc. without increased taxation, but
the people believed him.| jcie have been no improvements
hind a turf heap to say his prayers. | Well, they know now how true this whereby the fishermen will henefit.
Some  boys one day got behind the | was, and it will not be easy to fool How He Regards It tg
turf heap and heard him praying, and |them again. The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister
| he was praying away at a great rate, When the Committee rose 1 was discussing railway extension
saying what a miserable sinner he | referring to the apparent insincerity | jond of asking tho' Guestion:
was, and that the turf heap fell|of pre-election promises. Statements
down on him he would be only getting | made by politicians, which the elect-
what he boys behind | ors looked upon as being made with
“the heap turned it over on him and were found soon after the
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tical standpoint. 'in
‘ was
“Does
1 dose of medicine pay?” piesume
hat he looks upon a bran-h railway
as a dose of medicine to the Colony.

All will certainly say that a dose of
medicine taken in proper quantity
and by the order of a doctor who has
made a thorough diagnosis of the pa-
tient’s case is a good thing for a man’s
illness, and results in much good to
him. :

However, if the doctor does not
understand the patient’s case the
medicine may do the man a great deal
of harm, as in the case quoted by my
hon. friend, Mr. Jennings, in a former
debate, where a man was given car-
bolic acid by mistake.

Too Mueh Of It

We have had our dose of - branch
railways, but in our case I do not
think the doctor who prescribed the
dose made a proper diagnosis of the
case, otherwise the bad effect would
not have been so apparent as it is
at the present ime.

A mistake was made first in the
mileage and then in the cost. That
¢‘dose’ will entail upon this Colony
eight millions of dollars that we
know of, and a further amount that
we have yet to be told about, and
this has happened in the face of the
fact that the Colony was led to be-
lieve that the cost would be only four
million dollars.

Any doctor who muddles the case
of his patient in that way certaifly
does not understand his business and
shows plainly that he is only a quack
doctor.
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Almost Poisoned

As a matter of fact the Colony has
been almost poisoned by an overdose
of branch railways and it will take
years before the country recovers
from the shock of this tremendous
over-expenditure of money. It will
mean that additional burdens must
be heaped upon the people of the is-
land, and not only upon those who
are now living, but upona future gen-
erations.

Political expediency has brought
about this state of financial affairs.
We all believe in branch railways to
a certain extent, and we should like
every hamlet in the island to have
the advantages of ‘the iron horse,” if
that were practicable and the country
could afford it.

Improper Proceeding ’

However, it is not proper for a
party to try to gain political power
and the control of the affairs of the
country by involving the country in
a policy that will cost us more than
we can afford. The trouble was that
when there was "a line suggested to
Bonavista, which is represented by
three members of this House, it was
also suggested that it would be ad-
visable to have the line built to
Trepassey, so that the party could
count on three men for Placentia
Bay. And so on until finally it was
decided to build a branch line to
Fortune Bay, Bay de Verde and to
Bonne Bay.

These five branch lines constitute
the over-dose of medicine from which
the Colony is suffering to-day. It
has been argued by members oppo-
site that they had a mandate from
the people to build these branch rail-
ways, but I make the statement now,
and 1 know it cannot be sucessfully
contradicted that the Colony would
never have sanctioned the building
of these branches if the whole mat-
fer was but before the people as it
has been revealed in this House dut-
ing the present session.

‘ (To be continued)
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