. teus, the ¢ Honouxable' Bir Edw
E&Qﬁpt@ SBeorgtary -of State for he Colonies, dated
Downing Streat, 20th Octohar and 3¢d Pocember, 1858,
the Right Honournble Baronst shersin stutew, that the
whole guestion of the land tenures'in this Island je en-
© gegiog-his moet nusious attention, and that it would give
him anfsigned plessure to receivo such suggestiona for
theiv amieable settloment as
Mejesty's Government.

“¢ Having taken these despatches into eonsiderntion, after
mature deliberation, and with an earnest design to termi-
“pate the disputes which bave so long disturbed the peage
and harmaby of the Colony,
foltowing reeclutions ;-
* Wherens certain Tieaticas arising-out of tho original
grants of the lands in this Tsiand, severaily called the
HEsoheat question, the Fishery reseeve question, and the
Qaitrent quegtion,
sussion, and difference of opinion amongst the pecple of
this Island, and many delusive projects and impracticable
measnres hiave been aud are from tims to time enunciated
‘respecting sush questions, whereby the tennntry have
been and are greatly imposed upon and isduced to sup-
port the propounders of such moasuves, under the de-
~ lusive hope that by doing 8o they will be relieved of the
payment of reat; and the aitention bath of the people
w9d Lagislature being eocupied with suoh deceptive
wohomes, measures intended to develoy the regouress of
“the Qolony are not only neglected, bus a state of soeiety
equally opposed o the moral, socizl, and political wel-
farg of the paople, and sheir trne interests, is produced :
Aad wherans various despaiches have fora great number
of years declared that
pot consent to any compulsory interference with the lands
nad riglits of the propristors, and whioh has been strobg-
ly reitorated in the despatsh of Sir Edward Bulwer
Lyston, now Her Majesty's Principal Becretary of Stase
for the Colonies, dated 20th October, 1858, and 3rd
Decembar, 1858, from whieh it is clear that any measures
for thoe benelis of the fenantry must vesult from an
| emicblsarrangement with the proprietors : And wheve-
. a8 the agitation of hestile ‘mecsures, such as eschens,
. i rederves, and quitrents, must not only result,
they always hove done, in leading the tenantry into o
@  and trouble, without in any way ameliorating their condi-
A8 . tiom, dut will also engendor a tesling in the proprietors,
§  Yendering shem disinolined to listen to proposals, whieh,
if such sgitation wers at an end. they would be likely to
entertain: And wherese Sir Edward Bulwer Lytion in
" his dospatohes above raferred to, while refusing to sano-
- tion measures whioh in England are considered inconsia-
tent with the righte of pr«aparty. has expressed the
readivess of Her Majesty’s Government to so-operate
with the Legislature in furthering measures for the
settlement of the land tenures, if conceived in a 8pirit of
fairness and eonciliation to all parties :

' Therelore resolved, 1st. That an humble adidress be pre-
#  sented to Her Majesty, praying shas Her Majesty will be
& pleased to direst & Commission to some discract and im-
# - partial person, not connected with the Island, or its
4 oflaivs, to inquire into the existing relations between
landiord and tenant, and to negotiate with the proprie-
tors for such abatemeént of pressnt liabilities, and for
" sach terms for emabling the tenantry to convert their
leagobolds into frecholds, s, without. infringing om.the
rights of the landlords, may be fairly and réasonably
uskod for to ameliorate the condition of the tenaniry,

< 20d. Resclved, That in the opitiion of this House the
L’ baais of any suoh arramgement should be a largo remis.

- wien of sivesys .of vents now due 3 and secondly, the
- giving every tenant holdiog under a long lense am option |
Ll .;%nr,ohmn; bis land at a certain tate, at any fime he
. wight find Tt conveniont todowo. - ‘

|+ 3¢d. Resolved, Thas a

could be accepted by Xuur
the House have adopted the |

have {or many years caused wueh dis- |

er Majesty’s Government will |

- ta your Majesty’y

amission. of arrsars of rest 56
be ressonably nsked, in?é%'gs the existence of i}aeg
arrears, although it is due partly to an uhwillingness of
the tenants to pay rent, under the ides that eschest ok
some ottier defusive scheme would casble them to evade
yeot i6 ia also doc in part to the luches and remissness of
the landlurds and their sgomss in net esfurcing it: and
in muny eases, she srrears, howeyer wnegsrred,
‘amount £o 5o large a sum that the exsoting them woald

prove rainous to a large number of loyal and industrivus
people, sud would lurther entirely put it out of their
powar to avail thamaclves of the plan sugpested in sulue-
guent resolutions for purchasing their farms.

4th. Reseived, That as the circamstances of Lhe tennntry
would not in general enable them to pay down'any ,arge
portion of the purchase woney. the best and only meuny
for converting the tenures inio frechoids lies in the
adoption of the plan which would practiesily eonatitute
evary farm @ saviogs bank for its owner, in which he
could from time to time invest Lis savings st interest,
towards the purchase of his lurm, sn srrangement whick
could be effected by the following means, viz.: that Lhe
tundlords should agree to permit the tenants to purchase
their farms for such sum per aere as shall be fixed upon ;
and providiog further, that when any tenans {whosy
rent was paid up) should be desivous of paying any suwm,
nob being jess thaw ten pounds. towards she purchase of
bis land, he should buva the option of doing so, and thas
the interess on the ten pounds, or uther amount 8o paid,
should thencelorth go in reduction of his yeurly rent,
aud 20 on fur every payment on sccount of purchase until
the whole was paid, when hs should receive hig deed,
and that similar covenants should be inserted in uil
future leases for termy over 40 years ; sush an ‘rTange-
ment would not only give the senant the advaniage uf
paying an instalment of his purchase mwouey, and at the
‘same timo reducing his rent whenever he chose, withous
subjecting himsell to tha vexation and cosls incident tn
cases .of ioability to meet instalments agreed to be
paid at & paiicalar day, but would, in the opinion of
this House, gradually, bus certainly, change the tenures
into freeholds, without the sid of loans, wod the expen.
sive subsistence of publie offices, by which heavy liabilities
bave aiready been, and would, if persevered in to.a much
grenier exient, be imposed on the publio finances.

We do therefore huadbiy pray that Yeur Majosty will be
pleased to take tha foregoing watters into Your Roysl
consideration, and to appoint sume fi and proper person
or persons, Commissioner or Commissioners 1o inquice
into the relations of lundlord and tensnt in this Islund,
and pegotiste with the proprietors of township lnnda for
the fixing soma certain rate of price at which every
tenant may at any time have the option of purchasing
hia land, or of paying instnlwments of such purehmse, aud
. thersby pradually reducing the yenrly ment wncil i
whole price thereof is paid ; and 8l80 to negotinte with
the proprietors fur a remission of the arvears of rent ig
auch eases, and on such townships as the said Commie-
sioner or Commissioners, from the dircumstances of the
tenantry or otherwise, may deem reasonable and expedi-
ent ; and olso to muke such report respecting the Fishery
Reserve question, ard other questions relating to the
township lands of this Jsland, us we eonfidenily hope
will effeot a Bua) settioment thereof, and provent all agi-
- sation regarding the same in future o '
744 (Signed) Doxirp Mownraousgy,
** Houso of Assembly, P, E. Jeland, ‘* Speaker.”
, Ok May, 1859, . .

~ That subsequently to the tranemission of this address,

‘ Prinoipal Secretary of Szate for the Col.
onies, the following eorrespondence ook place, and. wag
duly transmitted by His Grace the Duke of Noweastls, ta
the Lieutenant Governor of this Isjand : -
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