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They realised frem the first the intricats nature
of the problem, In discuseing their omm work they aptly re-
marked that the dest dividends on the lader invested imvari-
ably came from secking more knowledge rather then mere
. power,

While the results obtained by the Wight Brothers
¥ere more or less doubled in Iuwrope, Prance began te Lake
a great interest in the sudject, Pudblic spirited men offer-
od prizes for heoavier-than-cir competitiop and the Prench
Governnent encouraged inventers im a practical way,

Santes Dumont, already fameous for his dirigidle dal-
loomn was the first to respond,

He succeedod in smmking the first eofficial free
flight in & doudble=decked machine of rather clumsy design
en thse Zlst of October 1206, The greatest enthusiasm was
arcoused by hic suceess and more than fifty machines were
built as a direct result of Santes Dumoni®s achievements,
Prance fimmsdiately jumped inte the lead and is stil) far
shead, ¥hile it is true that the United States have preduced
the greatest aviators, FPrance builds tem machines to any
other country®s ene,

In Oct, 1907 Dr., Alexander Graham Bell organised
an Associatiom to be knowm as the Aerial Rperiwent Associ-

ation. The Association censisted of five members and had

as its ebject the bduilding and improvement of heavier-thane

alr machines.
Ixper tnents were first made with & large tetrahedral

kite at Dr. Bell'’s Suncer Heme in Nova Scotia, The late




