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NOT PE TUI F ACTION.
.EVER WAS SUCH A THING AS A PET

RIFIED HUMAN BODY.

4 Few Facte on a Subject Which I> at the 

Mercy of Popular Ignorance—Clifft on 

(he Yellowstone Blv.r-What Petri I ac

tion Ueally Ie.

One reads almost every week In the 
iiewspHjiers of the finding of a •‘petrified 
human Ixxly Such a thing never did and 
never will exist. Nevertheless, so dense 
is the popular ignorance of such matters, 
jnd so ready the human mind to be de
luded. that reports of this kind are com 
moldy accepted as facts. It would be "ell 
il |hey could be deprived of credibility for 
all future time by the publication of a fe" 
trul hs on this subject.

In the first place a “petrifaction” is not, 
strictly speaking, a transformation of the 
original animal or plant into stone. It is 
merely a replacement of the organic tissue 
hv mineral substance. As each particle 
oi the plant or animal decays and disap
pears. its place is taken, Usually in water 
Ml mild, by a particle of mineral matter 
deposited from the water which has held 
it in suspension. Thus the perishable 
original is changed into im|>erishable 
sloue, preserving its form and even its 
structural appearance when cut into.

By such means have the skeletons of an
imals millions of years old been preserved 
m the rocks of the everlasting lulls, so that 
they may he reconstructed today as they 
were ages before man apjieared on the 
earth But it is only the bones that are 
in tliis way kept ; never the flesh, because 
water cannot percolate through it. In the 
same way whole forests of trees in the 
y ellowstone region and elsewhere are 
changed into agate and other forms of 
stone, the hollow logs of the forest prime
val being often found filled with beauti 
fill crystals of quartz and amethyst.

The cliffs that border the eastern branch 
of i lie Yellowstone river afford a view of a 
senes of such forests buried on top of one 
another. The lowermost level was origi 
nailv a wooded plain, hundreds of thou 
sands of years ago. Volcanoes burst forth 
hi lhe neighhorhooil, and it was over 
whelmed by t heir debris. On top the lat
ter fresh Im-s took not and grew, to be 
in their turn buried by subsequent chip 
i ions This sort of riling continued through 
century after century, until 4,(Hit) feet of 
iiveumula! ions were heaped above the for 
i■si at the bottom.

Beneath the hills thus formed water 
flowed, as it does constantly through the 
earth s crust. The buried trees gradually 
decayed, and their decomposing substance 
was replaced by mineral matter, trans
forming them into stone. Afterward the 
\ ellowstone river cut down through the 
ft'ut» formed of volcanic debris in the 
manner descritied. For thousands and 
thousands of years the great st ream plowed 
out its bed, until today the latter is a 
cut 4,000 feet deep—a canyon walled in by 
towering cliffs. And as one looks upward 
at those cliffs the buried forests are plain 
lv to lie seen in the successive layers com 
losing them They can tie counted easily, 
tlia reckoning carrying the observer back 
to the very night of time, when real drag 
oms and ch hueras dire walked on the earth, 
swam in the seas and flew in the air.

Nearly nil the trees which line these 
wonderful cl ills are turned into agate 
une can climb up mid knock them off, as 
I bey break readily into sections. Many 
of them, which were hollow More they 
"ere buried,«refilled with beautiful crys

, of quart/, imd amethyst Water, per 
i,,,'iting into such hollow trunks, brought 
o i11 o les ,.f silica, which formed them 
L-im-s into crystals, finally tilling -H> ‘he 
v,v:,1Vs It is in hollow parts of bunts 
irif« tImt nearly all existing crystals of 
, met h y St a nd quart* were origins 11 y f' >mj 

| They are treasures which were hid 
den away by the hand of nature in old logs 

stumps Amethyst of course is merely 
quart/, crystal will, a little coloring mat
ter from metallic oxides.

Much of t be agatized and jaspertred 
wood found in various parts of the west 
was thus transformed under water 1 here 
is a fossil forest of such material at l/'s 
iVrillos N M-and another at < haired"
11y |>„rk. A T It is largely used for or 
namental pnr|*wes The tris-s fell and 
wiTtf muImiut^I. I htoim i n 1 i ci lh*<i i n t lit*
manner already de~vrilust \\ Idle t bis w as 
going oil, spores of fungi floated into the 
cracks in the trunks and branches, ger 
minuting and extending their tbreads of 
mycelium through flie decaying ««««t 
these threads are still visible in the “pet 

r 1 - the word ' f « i
i red preh ruble — s o.-iam i.miily iii„
I hrollgli I lie cells ol I ; e "'****! lie* water 
also brought salts of iron in solution," hivh 
were secreted by the fungus and after 
ward deposited by it. thus enriching the 
coloration of the fossilized structure.

Iron. Ireing plentiful* in many rock* and 
readily soluble, often replace*organic sub 
stances and forms broils In tlie depart 
ment of prehistoric anthmimlngy al tbe 
Smithsonian institution is preserved n Ini 
man skull of iron, which was dug ovt ol 
a hillside not long ago. Not only has iron 
replaced the su Instance of the Isine, but 
tire brain cavity is tilled with the metal 
so that the skull weighs many pounds 
The bill in which its owner w as buried 
was rich in iron ore, of course.

Shells. iueloM-d in the strata of hills 
are sometimes transformer! into opal by a 
process i t fiissilizatinn, opal being merely 
a form ol quartz Pétrifications, properly 
termed fossil remains, of plants are read 
11 y «list ingnishable in I sals of coal, so that 
it is easily determined from what sorts of 
giant t. rus and otln-r trees tlie coal was 
originally formed. Among the most an 
vient of fossils are numerous insects, 
which, despite l lie delicacy of their st rue 
ture, have I wen preserved through millions 
of years for the instruction of a modem 
generation, the very Muff on the w ings of 
the primeval moth being plainly clistin 
guishable

Most of the bodies reported in the news 
papers as found ”|»q rifled” are examples 
of a phenomenon long familiar. They have 
!>een transformed not into stone, but into 
a substance called “adipocere,’' or “grave 
wax.” This is a true soap, into which the 
corpse of a human Iteing will ordinarily 
be metamorphosed if buried in a grave 
Yard or other place where water has ac 
cess to it.

This adipocere Is one of the most en 
during of substances. It is not subject to 
decay, and the body which has assumed 
this constitution may preserve its form
for many years, and even for centuries_
nay, for ages, since evidence on it** |loint 
lias been obtained from the orthoc-eras, a 
niollusk that became extinct millions of 
years ago, of large size, and built after the 
pattern of the chambered nautilus, but 
with a straight shell.

In shells of the orthoceras has been 
found adipocere—the flesh of the animal 
Irunsfomted into the soapy suiwtnnce <le- 
sc,‘| iK*d, which would thus appear to have 
l»een preserved Intact from the Silurian 
epoch until now—Washington Star.
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BETTER TO DIE THAN FALL IN

Well he slumber*, greatly tin ta.
Who in splendid battle die»;

Deep his sleep lu midmost mala.
Iff flowed upon peart who Use.

Es»e. of ell good gifts lbs best.
War end ware at last dec re*

Love alone denies us rest,
< rue 1er I ban sword or tea.

- W11 Usai Wilson In Christ tau I

Eels ud Their Spawn,
Young eels in passing up a rlvwi_ 

the most extraordinary pereevenwe 
ov,rcomlng nil obstruct Imt». The ' 
riiHslgntv*—sometimes IS feet lu bel), 
uu the Thames might be sUiqMMrd u 
rient to liar the progress of a fish thei 
of s darning needle. Bat young «ebfc 
i w holesome Idea that nothing cam 
ihem, slid in consequence nothing An 3 
e (Making «.f the way in which they t * 
floodgate* and other barriers, one.
•ays: “Thu-e which die etkk to the t 
others, w hich get a. little higher, amt 
with the same fate, until at last a leys 
of them is formed, which enable tie 
rvst to overcome the difficulty of tkr' 
paHsage. The mortality resulting he» 
-uch * forlorn bopt*’ greatly helps to » 
uiiint for the difference lu the uumhtd i 
young eels on their upward mignons. ’ 
and tliat of those which return don ] 
■dream in the autumn. In sume|4nw 
Ihiwe baby eels are much sought after nd 
are formed into cokes, which am 
fried. „ ’

• Kels spawn like other Asbea. Forks*, 
however, the moat remarkable théorie 
wi re livid as to their birth. One of tkr 
old lielicfs was that they sprang from awl 
A rival theory held that young ssh fo 
velojied front fragments separated froa 
ibeir jut rents' bodle» by the rubbing 
again-t rix kic One old aothor not cel) 
declared (list they came from May dor 
but gave the following recipe for prod* 
ing them : ‘Cot Up two turfa covered 
May dew and lay them one Upon the eth
er, i he grassy side* Inward, and then exp* 
t hem to the heat of the sun 1» a fr* 
hour** there will spring from them an to 
finite quantity of eels.’”

To llo la the Fasti lea.
“Now that we are In * position to«w

sraiety, Edmund,” said Mme. X «wrick 
‘ I want you to do me a favor."
“What is it, Marta?” queried Mr. Nee 

riche. “ Isn’t your new carriage goof
enough?”

'That 's all right, dear,” replied Mm* 
New riche. “But 1 do wish you'd get <w 
of those receivers that so many men an 
having now.”—Chicago Record.

I/ilmtvrs are not peace abiding crude- 
«•vans They cannot lie persuaded to gw* 
al< together peaceably. If a doxett oewlf 
hatched s|a*eimetts are put Into an squa 
rium, wit bin a few days there will to 
only one -a large, fat and promidM 
youngster. He has eaten all the rest.

•Mohammedans think the oath only P°* 
•lively liimlitig when they are sworn op00 
the Koran, while the Hindoo prefers to» 
swear by tom bing with hi* hand the 1°°* 
of a Brahman.

The latent statistic* prove that toon 
than two thirds of the grown male pop0 
lation of the globe use tobacco In some oo* 
of the ninny fomuilu which it la taken.

i ■ *•■*
‘Young gentlemen,” said an earn»» 

speaker, addressing a company of colW 
studento, “if yon have a spark of g*®*®* 
m yen, water It I”


