592

FARMER'S ADVOCATIE AND
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THE HISTORICAL TRUTH OF THE
EASTER STORY

When the acousers stood up,
brought none accusation of

they
such

against him of their own

guestions
and of one JESUS,

superstitution,
which was dead, whom
to be alive.—Acts xxv., 18, 19.

I seldom speak of the historical evi-
dence of the Gospel story, because I
don’t expect this column to be read
by people who ccho the airy state-
ment of Kestus—given in our text—
that JESUS, who claims to be the
Life of the world, is ‘‘ dead.”” And,
even iIf men like Festus could be con-
vinced by the overwhelming weight
of evidence, this conviction would be
absolutely worthless, unless their lives
were the better for it. Satan knows
that Jesus is the Son of God, but
that knowledge only adds to his guilt
while he is fighting against Him. S
James points his asscrtion that
‘“ faith without works is dead,’” by
saying : ‘‘ Thou believest that there
is one God; thou doest well: the
devils also believe and tremble.”” Ol
what value is thier abject fear of a
God who is not reverenced or obeyed
by themn ? It is a very terrible thing
for a man to be convinced of the
truth of the Bible, and yet deliberate-
ly to refuse obedience to God's com
mands, as our Lord warns us : “‘That
servant which knew his Lord's will,
and prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will, shall be beaten
with many stripes.” When the chief
priests and the Pharisees could not
disprove the miracle of the raising of
Lazarus, they decided that this man,
who ‘‘ doeth many miracles,”” must
be put to death; and said that, for
the safety of their own plans, 1t
might be necessary to pul Lazarus
also to death. Such terrible fight
ing against God would hardly be pos
1 sible to one who could truthfully say
{ that he doubted the truth of the Gos
{
v

pel story. But wilful i1gnorance s
almost as bad. When a man turns
his back on the light and complains
that he can't see, the darkness of un
belief is a sin. It 1s a mystery to
see how many people apparently care
very little whether the Bible 1s tell
ing the truth about life here and
hereafter, or whether it 1s legendary
Because, if the Bible be false, no re
ligion can possibly be worthy of an
educated person’s belief. It is the
only book which really throws light

all marching straight towards death
[t 1s a marvellous thing that anyone
who has to die can be utterly care
about the future which an 1m
mortal inust enter 1nto We
have to die, and yet we can't die
No one, by wishing, can put out his
own soul *'like the [lame of a can
dle’’—as people used to say, befor
we were informed that 1t was an un
scientific statement, because even th
{ flame of a statement, because even the
i transformed into other force
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1N ject, Though |1 little to
I vince unbelievers, by argument, that
! the Founder of the Christian religion
¢ really rose from the dead [ feel the
importance of establishing the faith of
those who want to feel sure thut 1t
| is really true. FKFrom the accounts of
i § the wvisible appearances of the Isen
‘ hrist which are preserved to i
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head of the King makes Him seem
unreal sometimes, and 1t is well to
look through the flowers and music
of our modern Easter Day to the
solid fact of the first Easter. Unless
our faith rests on a basis of histori-
cal fact, 1t may be very beautiful,
but it will be impossible to rest all
our hopes on 1t. It is cither a Fact
of history, or it is the greatest false-
hood the world has ever known
There can be no half measures.

Let us judge of the truth of the
tesurrection story by what it has
accomplished. I have no new proofs
to offer, but will just put before you
a few which have been gathered to
gether by careful students. Let us
see Just what would have been the
natural result of the decath of the
Nazarene [.eader if there had been no
Resurrection The little company of
his friends and followers, having no
money or influcnce, would have scat
tered cadlv to their homes They
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have had no object in
people belie I 1l
even Lo save himself In
generation or two the name of Jesus «
of Nazareth would have been
forgotten But what do wi
This little bodv of di
in the Cross, which
of then Leader’s
cagerly and joyfully attempting the
apparently impossible task of making
the world belicve that He was alive
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of the world, and, as a matter of
fact, wherever Ile reigns the darkness
dies out. Therc is plenty of wicked-
ness in Christian countries, but that
only proves my statement; for the
people who harden themsclves in lives

of deliberate sin, are never Christ-
jans in 1nore than name. To really
serve Christ, from the heart, 1s to

fight against all kinds of evil.

There 1s no effcct without a cause.
The Great, Victorious Christian
Church could not have grown and
accomplished such marvellous results
if it had been dead, if the Laving
Christ had not been working in it all
these centuries.  Millions of the best
people in every age have been inspired
to live in joy and peace and fearless
courage, no matter what difficulties
or dangers faced them The greatest
witness to the truth of Christ’s Liv-
ing Presence in the world has al-
fresh

ways been 1ts power to inspire
and eager love and devotion to God
and man in the hearts of men and
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Then there is the weekly witness of
Sunday Some wonderful Event must
have caused a body of Jews to change
their rest-dayv from Saturday to Sun
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folds of linen, passing out
: ) I wit
disturbing the sealed stone tght
What the spiritual body is like w
cannot tell, for we can onl, unde:

stand things which fit into oyr o
experience.  Probably S. Peter a‘l‘;g
S. John, who had seen their Lord
transfigured on the mountaiy. y‘-a]li,v d
at once from the appearance of 1;1
grave-cloths that His body wag nov:'
able to appear and disappear. accorq
ing to His will, and was -mfn-t.tormi
by the attraction of the carth or the
laws of peace. s
I have not time to speak more or
this subject, except to remark 1ha{
those who doubt the possibility of a
resurrection, on the ground that it is
a ‘' miracle "—and that  miracles
never happen '—are speaking very Unl
scientifically. Huxley said that the
miracles of the Bible were mere
child’s play to the miracles of
science, and that the question was
purelv a matter of evidence We, who
can see through solid hodies by the
help of the X-ray, can listen to the
volce of men who have long been
dead, by means of a phonograph, and
u-mAl a message thousands ef mll(”s in
a lew minutes—not 1o speak of
many other seemingly impossible com-
monplaces of every day—should hard-
ly dare to sav that anvthing fs im
]n\\\’]h]v
DORA F

ARNCOMB (HOPE).

LITERARY SOCIETY

THE LAST WINNERS OF THE SEASON
: Do vou remember an old school
rhyme we used to S11§r with more vigor
than music, that ended with “The last
and ?‘wt of all the game? That line
describes our last contest of this season
imm respect of numbers and interest
and should be a pleasing prophecy f(n:
the re-opemng of our Literarv Society

next fall By the wav, if an 1dea strikes
ou at any tume that vou think would
be useful for our Literarv Society next
eason, make a note of it or drop a card
to this department while it is fresh in

your mind

'he prize-winners in this last contest
are lour competitors who had no errors
it all in their list ['hey are Mrs, D. G

Markle, Alberta; Miss Clara Sharman,
Saskatchewan; Miss Annie Garnett,
\lell-"ux, Miss Cordie Gill, Manitoba
Will they state their ]»lylg('nuz\ 1n

prizes promptly ?
Deserving of mention, 1 think, are
l“ ‘.}\‘ C \\11‘7 ]Li‘] ”H('t‘ CIrors o1 ]('S-&
n their stories and these are Miss A
R herford Manitoba; Miss Pansy
' "1 | ‘\-T.xmr<‘r' a Stanley  Fuller,
oba; \I:\» \ ,I Hunter, Ontario;
M T. 1 ) '\L Callum, Saskatchewan;
\ Vi, 3 Ireton, Manitoba: Miss I
1 katchewan; Miss M. Lackev,

\lberta; M1 M. H. Tallant, Saskatche-
i, Miss | I'horn, Manitoba: Mrs
Killough, Saskatchewan
1 €51 .‘-\1\}‘(“ for a prosperous
mmer, and hopes for a grand reunion
tall we leave owr pleasant com-
hip for a time
! nplete story used in the con
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THE HOUSEWIFE
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