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THE QUIET HOUR
THE HISTORICAL TRUTH OF THE 

EASTER STORY
When the accusers stood up, they 

brought none accusation of such 
things as I supposed: hut had certain 
questions against him of their own 
superstitution, and of one JESUS, 
which was dead, whom Raul affirmed 
to be alive.—Acts xxv., 18, 19.

I seldom speak of the historical evi
dence of the Gospel story, because 1 
don’t expect this column to be read 
by people who echo the airy state
ment of Festus—given in our texU- 
ihat JESUS, who claims to be the 
Life of the world, is “ dead.” And, 
even if men like Festus could be con
vinced by the overwhelming weight 
of evidence, this conviction would be 
absolutely worthless, unless their lives 
were the better for it. Satan knows 
that Jesus is the Son of God, but 
that knowledge only adds to his guilt 
while he is fighting against Him. S. 
James points his assertion that 
“faith without works is dead,' by 
saying : “ Thou believest that, there
is one God, thou doest well the 
devils also believe and tremble ” Of 
what value is tliier abject fear of a 
God who is not reverenced or obeyed 
by them ? It is a very terrible thing 
for a man to be convinced of the 
truth of the Bible, and yet deliberate
ly to refuse obedience to God’s com 
mands, as our Lord warns us “That 
servant which knew his Lord's will, 
and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stri|>es.” When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees could not 
disprove the miracle of the raising of 
Lazarus, they decided that this man, 
who “ doeth many miracles,” must 
be put to death, and said that, for 
the safety of their own plans, it 
might be necessary to put Lazarus 
also to death. Such terrible fight 
ing against God would hardly be pos 
sible to one who could truthfully say 
that he doubted the truth of the Gos 
pel story. But wilful ignorance 'is 
almost as bad. When a man turns 
Ins back on the light and complains 
that he can’t see, the. darkness of un 
belief is a sin. It is a mystery to 
see how many people apparently care 
very little whether the Bible is tell 
ing the truth about life here and 
hereafter, or whether it is legendary. 
Because, if the Bible be false, no re 
ligion can possibly be worthy of an 
educated person’s belief. It is the 
only book which really throws light i 
on the life beyond death—and we are [ 
all marching straight towards death 
It is a marvellous thing that anyone 
who has to die can be utterly care
less about the future, which an im
mortal soul must enter into. Wr 
have to die, and yet we can’t die 
No one, by wishing, can put out his1 
own soul “ like the flame of a can
dle”—as people used to say. before 
we were informed that it was an un
scientific statement, because even the 
flame of a statement, because even the 
transformed into somi other force 

But 1 am wandering from my sub
ject- Though 1 care little to con
vince unbelievers, by argument, that 
the Founder of the Christian religion 
really rose from the dead . I feel the 
importance of establishing the faith of 
those who want to feel sure that it 
is really true. From the accounts of 
the visible appearances of the Risen 
Christ which arc preserved to us, it 

ould seem as though He tool care 
establish, by many infallible 

pi ol . the fact of His Resurrection 
—but only to 1 Ls friends. And I be 

i - much the same to da $. 
Ti, : ,i re there, if we want to

: in-in, but thev mat be

head of the King makes Him seem 
umeal sometimes, and it is well to 
look through the flowers and music 
of our modern Easter Day to the 
solid fact of the first Easter. Unless 
our faith rests on a basis of histori
cal fact, it may be very beautiful, 
but it will be impossible to rest all 
our hopes on it. It- is either a Fact, 
of history, or it is the greatest false
hood the world has ever known. 
There can be no half measures.

Let us judge of the truth of the 
Resurrection story by what it has 
accomplished. I have no new proofs 
to offer, but will just put before you 
a few which have, been gat he rid to
gether by careful students. Let us 
see just what would have been Un
natural result of the death of the 
Nazarene Leader if there had been no 
Resurrection. The little company of 
his f Pi ends and followers, having no 
money or influence, would have scat 
tered sadlv to their homes Thev

of the world, and, as a matter of 
fact, wherever lie reigns the darkness 
dies out. There is plenty of wicked
ness in Christian countries, but that, 
only proves my statement, , for the 
people who harden themselves in lives 
of deliberate sin, are never Christ
ians in more than name. To really 
serve Christ, from the heart, is to 
light against all kinds of evil.

There is no effect without a cause. 
The Great, Victorious Christian 
Church could not have grown and 
accomplished such marvellous results 
if it had been dead, if the Living 
Christ had not been working in it all 
these centuries. Millions of the best 
people in every age have been inspired 
to live m joy and peace, and fearless 
courage, no matter what difficulties 
or dangers faced them. The greatest 
witness to the truth of Christ’s Liv
ing Presence in the world has al- 
wavs been its power to inspire fresh 
and eager love and devotion to God 
and man in the hearts of men and 
women.

Then there is the weekly witness of 
Sunday Some wonderful Event must 
have caused a body of Jews to change 
thru rest da\ from Saturday to Sun

' d 1866 

ithoutfolds of linen, passing out 
disturbing the sealed stone 

What the spiritual body is hke we 
cannot tell, for we can on! i under 
stand things which fit into -.',ur ow~ 
experience. Probably S Peter and 
S. John, who had seen their Lord 
transfigured on the mountain, realized 
at once from the appearam r 0f the 
grave-cloths that His body was now 
able to appear and disappeai accord 
mg to His will, and was unfettered 
by the attraction of the earth or 
laws of peace.

1 have not time to speak more on 
this subject, except to remark that 
those who doubt the possibility 0f a 
resurrection, on the ground that it is 

and that “ miracles 
are speaking very un- 

Huxley said that' the 
the Bible were mere 
to the miracles of 

that the question was 
of evidence. We, who 
solid bodies by the

the

a " miracle 
never happen 
scientifically, 
miracles of 
child’s play 
science, and 
purely a matter 
can see through
help of the X-ray, can listen to the 
voice of men who have long been 
dead, by means of a phonograph, and 
send a message thousands *>f miles in 
a few minutes—not. to speak of 
many othei seemingly impossible com
monplaces of every day—should hard 
ly dare to sav that anything is 
possible im-
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would have had no object in trying to 
make people believe :n win- who had 
failed even to save himself. In a 
generation or two the name of J es in

to
those who don’t 
esled, and thev 
those who dm

nd

the at I
But

us'cians 
■ beauty of 

and have 
>f their im- 
to describe 
around the

of Nazareth would have been almost 
forgotten. But what do we find 1 
This little body of disciples gloryi.i.■■ 
in the Cross, which was the symbol 
of then Leader’s shameful death, 
eagerly and joyfully attempting the 
apparently impossible task of making 
the world believe that He. was alive. 
How they succeeded, the pages of his
tory can tell us. It is an historical 
fact—a fact which no educated per- 

in can doubt—that the Founder of 
the Christian religion was put to 
death by Pontius Pilate, and yet 
that, in the face of terrible persecu
tion. in about 300 years it had, spread 
until the great Roman Empire called 

: ell Christian And it has gone on 
i onquering the world, ever since. The 
most enlightened nations are those 

! i call fesui t he, ! King If ha 
, d out ui h tei i ibie evil • ai in 

1., ticlde la ■ 1 the murdei of help 
less prisoners, the torture of crimin
als, etc., wherever it has taken deep 
root. Christ said He was the Light.

day. If it was not the fact of the 
Resurrection, what was it ? Those 
Mho deny that great miracle should 
oiler us some other good reason for 
the changed day. The burden of 
proof lies with them.

Then there is the Sacrament of the 
lioui s Supper. Why should disciple 
of a loved Master take the solemn 
Memorial of His death and call 
their great “ Eucharist,” or Thank 
giving Y Only the Resurrection could 
transform the remembrance of His 
death into a feast of joy. Only the 
Resurrection could have made th ■ 
Cross a token of triumph instead 
sorrow and shame.

Then there was the witness of 
grave-cloths in the tomb, which c 
vinced the apostles tha 
ter" body 1 d not beei 
by friend or > n- m

of

heir
iken

into a spiritual 
disturbed folds 
pressed down b 
spices, the tun 
still twirled whi
ttle sacred II - 
stirred as the 
mysteriously

hi

fidis

THE LAST WINNERS OF THE SEASON
Do you remember an old school 

rhyme we used to smg with more vigor 
than music, that ended with “The last 
and best of all the game" ? That line 
describes our last contest of this season 
in respect of numbers and interest, 
and should be a pleasing prophecy for 
the re-opening of our Literary Societv 
next fall. By the wav, if an idea strikes 
you at any time that you think would 
be useful for our Literary Societv next 
season, make a note of it or drop a card 
to this department while it is fresh in 
your mind.

The prize-winners in this last contest 
are four competitors who had no errors 
at all in their list. Thev are Mrs. D. (’, 
Markle, .Alberta; Miss (Tara Sharman, 
Saskatchewan ; Miss Annie Garnett, 
Manitoba; Miss Cor die Gill, Manitoba. 
Will they state their 
pri zes promptly ?

Deserving of mention, I think, are 
all those who had three errors or less 
m their stories and these are Miss A 
Rutherford, Manitoba; Miss Pansy 
At unday, Manitoba, Stanley Fuller, 
It am toi a; Mrs A | Hunter, Ontario; 
Mrs. J D. McCallum, Saskatchewan ; 
Miss M. E. Ireton, Manitoba; Miss 1 
Elder, Saskatchewan. Miss M. Lackey, 
Alberta; Mrs. M H. Tallant, Saskatche- 

y an; Miss L l hum, Manitoba; Mrs 
L Killough, Saskatchewan.

ith best wishes for a prosperous 
mmmei and hopes for a grand reunion 
next fall we leave our pleasant com
radeship for a time.

1 he complete story used in the con
test is given below :

THE COURSE OF TRUE LOVE
A girl whose name was Maud Muller 
ihc heroine of this story. She was 

n the I )esi rted Village and was as 
>od and beautiful as a Fairy Queen.

' the purpose of educating their 
' 1 parents left then native

town for a larger citv where thev rented
the House of Seven Gables. Here 

hoped their daughter would 
e The Betrothed of some worthy 

van, and would be a! 1c to furnish 
with plenty of Hard Cash; 

however, She refused to carry out their 
i and the family for a while had 

Hard Times instead of having their 
it Expectations realized. Hei mo t 
mate friend was a beautiful 1 1 : de 

1 Blue Eyes and wat < lied 
As they had some artistic 

ability^ they decided to keep) a b; h 
Book; this afforded them much amuse
ment, as it did also a young man to 

■ had often showed it, and 
' styled Our Mutual Friend.


