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Brewery Shares.

No small stir was created by the statement 
made in the "Daily News' that there were 2,000 
clergy <>( the Church ol England holding 
brewery shares. 1 lie editor addressed a request 
to several Bishops asking their opinion of the 
propriety of the clergy owning such property.
1 lie Bishop ol Exeter wrote a letter that the 
"Daily News" commented on very favourably.

1 he Bishop said he owned no such shares him
self, and would advise any clergyman not to in
vest 111 them if his advice were sought, but he 
refused to pronounce a general censure on those 
who held such shares, and insisted that all share
holders laity and clergy are equally respon
sible lor the jiilluetice their business interests 
exert on the u el 1 are of the community. The 
Bishop of VVakclield pointed out that many of 
the clergy holding such shares were trustees, 
and the Bishop once found himself in the posi 
tion of a trustee ol such shares, though he never 
held any such as proprietor. The Bishop of 
Bangor asserts that brewing beer can hardly be 
said to be contrary to the profession of a 
' lirisi ian man, or r ise it woi’thl be wrong to 
aircpt the gilts ol wealthy brewers like < iumilexs 
for religious or charitable purposes. Most of 
the Bishops regard such property as very un
desirable, and take trouble to disclaim ownership 
by themselves. V
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The London Church Schools.

Are regularly inspected and reports made to 
the Bishop of London. This is a branch of 
serious toil and responsibility, of which the 
Public is ignorant. Prebendary Reynolds, the 
chief Inspector in reporting that the religious 
work is eminently satisfactory admirably
done, makes some interesting Comments. tie 
writes : It is often supposed that inspection 
takes no note ol anything but examination. If 
that were true, it would not be much use; what 
we look for especially are the spirit and tone 
of the work. Is the knowledge the children^ ac
quire such as will help them in their own ex
perience : is it practical and usable? Is it likely 
to affect for good the heart and soul and conduct 
of the child : 1 ltese are the questions to which
we are seeking an answer, and the results that 
we are trying to help the teachers to attain. We 
are must busied about those matters that it is 
often stated inspection cannot touch.” Again, 
he says : "An inspector, if he is any use at all, 
will feel, perhaps, before he has said a word 
in school, 111 what spirit the work is done, what 
is its present effect upon the children, and 
whether it is successful. 1 lis questioning will 
show further the depth and penetration of the 
work, its accuracy of otherwise, and the causes 
of success or otherwise; he will get 111 touch, 
nut only with the minds, but with the hearts 
ol the children, lie will soon feel the spiritual 
temperature ol the school as surely as he feels 
the temperature of the atmosphere. These 
higher matters are of far more importance than 
the intellectual results, and in the schools of 
the Diocese they are receiving from the teachers 
the attention they deserve. The teachers are 
in most cases doing" their best to send out into 
the world those who will have power, at all 
events, ol being good Christians and good 
citizens." 1

THE SPIRIT OF CALVINISM.

We have our little trials, and at present the 
use of the Athanasian Creed is causing the ap
pearance of a large number of letters in our 
English exchanges. But other religious bodies 
have greater ones to contend with, and one of 
them is the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
and (so-called) Shorter Catechism. A very in
genious article on 4-he Spirit of Calvinism has 
appeared in the Outlook, so cleverly done that

what has always been a forbidden horrid spectre 
is tricked out as the must gently, sweet, attrac
tive theology. It is marvellous what can be 
dune to make inialhbilily (.papal or other) an 
inviting doctrine. As an exercise for hot 
weather, we present it to our readers.

In the oscillations- of the human mind, man
kind always loses some truth 111 the rejection 
of error. The Christian Church in its reaction 
against Calvinism has lost what it can ill afford 
to lose, and what it must regain m a new and 
pm died form, it we accept the classification of 
the old psychologies, and regard man as com
posed oi intellect, sensibility, and will, then we 
may say inaL t aivmixin was a uuclnne, an emo
tion, and a purpose. .And it we distill the some
what acrid juices ol that system, and try to 
Imd an expression 01 tills t hi ceiuld character 01 
Calvinism 111 the language ol modern poetry, 
we may substitute lor its scholastic creeds the 
iolluwing modern expressions ol its spiritual 
die. Its creed is interpreted by Tennyson :

Vet 1 doubt not through the ages one increas
ing purpose runs,

And the thoughts" ol men are widening with the 
process ol the suns.

Its emotion is expressed by F. W. Faber:

< ), how 1 fear Thee, living God !
With deepest, tendercst fears,

And worship Thee with trembling hope 
And penitential tears.

Its purpose is expressed by Rudyard Kipling:

And only the Master shall praise us, and only 
the Master shall blame;

Anil no one shall work lor money, and no one 
shall work for fame ;

But each for the joy ol the working, and each 
111 lus separate star,

Shall draw the Thing as he sees It, for the 
God ol Things as they Are.

The characteristic doctrine of Calvinism was 
the eternal purpose of God, a purpose which 
might be hindered and delayed, but never, in the 
minutest particular, thwarted the accomplish
ment of which might cost inestimable tears and 
blood, but which would be accomplished at last, 
at whatever cost ; but Calvinism tailed to see, 
or at least to say, that this was always a pur
pose of infinite, un tailing, irresistible mercy—the 
purpose of a surgeon who wounds only that he 
may cure. The characteristic emotion of Cal
vinism was reverence reverence 111 which love 
and fear were intermingled, but 111 which tear 
was too great, the trusttul love too little. The 
characteristic purpose of Calvinism was’ to do 
God s work, and to achieve in that doing an 
answer to the prayer, Thy kingdom come; but 
Calvinism lorgut the beginning of that prayer, 
Uur Father; it was militant rather than merci
ful. The 'widening thoughts of men" have been 
fur the last century toward the exaltation ot the 
individual. This developing individualism has 
revolted against the doctrine of even a divine 
despotism ; against abject 1 ear of even Divine 
authority; and against the sacrifice of our per
sonality 111 a merely mechanical execution ot a 
purpose 111 which we have no rational share. 
This revolt has been a righteous one; neverthe
less, we need to recover and reinforce faith in 
the Eternal 1‘urpose, reverence for the Infinite 
Father, and consecration of our will to the will 
of Another who is Wiser than the wisest, Might
ier than the mightiest, and. Holier than the 
holiest.) Let us attempt to restate in prose the 
spirit of Calvinism dissociated from its scholas
tic phraseology. The traveller on the Pennsyl
vanian Railroad notices sometimes, as the train 
draws up to the station, the name of the town 
spelled out in flowers on the lawn—as BRYN 
MAW R. The gardener has dropped the flower 
seeds in the ground; he has watched to see which
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one will live and prove themselves able to 
complish his purpose; those in which he ne^ 
ceives such life he has in the fulness of ti 
transplanted to this bed; and by their fulfuT 
ment of his will the name is at last spelled but 
which he purposed from the beginning. “Who 
he did foreknow, them he did predestinate; and 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called- 
and whom he called, them he also justified; and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified.” * The 
impulse which wakened the seed to push its 
way through the darkness to the light he 
reckoned on to accomplish the plan he had 
formed. No seed, had it possessed intelligence 
could have understood the mystery of its fife 
in the darkness or conceived the result in which, 
if it were true to itself, it was eventually to have 
a share. Every man forms a part in the divine 
purpose. If we set our will to do God’s will, 
it we live faithfully the life to which he calls 
us, if we push through the darkness and the 
mystery toward the light, we shall at last take 
uur place in spelling out the Kingdom of God 
on the earth. Life is a mystery, but it is not 
chaos. To work against the divine purpose may 
hinder but cannot thwart it. To work indepen
dently of the divine purpose will end in noth
ing. All true success lies in understanding the 
divine will and in co-operating to execute it; 
or in co-operating to execute it without under
standing it, as the stone-cutter on a great cathe
dral, working under orders, helps to accomplish 
me architect s design, tliuugli lie has never seen 
the plans, or as an admiral sailing out to sea 
\vith sealed orders Obeys commands the signi
ficance and purpose of which are concealed from 
him. 1 Ins we call the spirit ol Calvinism: faith 
111 an Eternal i'urpose; reverence for the infinite 
Master; devotion of the life to the achievement 
oi the Master s will. Calvinism sometimes made 
men hard and gloomy and self-willed. It made 
them hard when they conceived oi God as a 
sovereign but nut as a father; gloomy when 
tney feared linn but did not love him; self-willed 
when they did not worship the "sweet will of 
God, ’ but put their own will in the place ol 
Uud s will, and worshipped the substitute. But 
it always made strung and brave men. it was 
the spirit 111 Calvinism before Calvin that sus
tained the V\ aldensians in Italy and the Lol
lards 111 t-ranee, i he Calvinists of Geneva dared 
con Iront all Europe—royal, noble, ecclesiastical, 
popular. The Calvinistic Huguenots of drance 
endured a persecution which slaughtered many 
and exiled many others, till but a remnant was 
lelt—but a remnant whose faith remained un
shaken and whose courage remained undaunted, 
i he Calvinists ol Scotland, 111 their battle with the 
ci ally (Jueen Mary, preserved their native land 
lruin being made the stage for a Scottish Saint 
Bartholomew; the Puritans of England fought 
against great odds for civil and religious liberty, 
and won; the Calvinists of England and 0 
land dared the perils oi sea and wilderness, an 
laid on the inhospitable shores of New England 
the foundations of a truly Greater Britain 
And the secret of their indomitable courage was 
their Calvinism; it was their laith that tnroug 
the ages one eternal purpose runs, their w 
ship ol the living Uud, "with trembling 
and penitential tears," and their undaunte 
solve to do that work in truth and honesty 
the God of Things as they Are. ’ Df this sp 
ot Calvinism the Church sorely needs a rev

THE LITANY.

Hie Litany sprang from an 
aster, when heathenism was sti wJS
th Christianity; when the Roman nipir ^ 
tering to its ruin; when the last grea 
iry of the Church, St. Augustine, had jus P ^ 
ay amidst the forebodings of univ ftenjant 
uction. Besides the ruin of society, a ^ 
the invasion of barbarians, there can , aUlges

ssion of droughts, pestilences and ear
. ____the throes


