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British Columbia

Creasing period of time expiring between

each is the unexampled record in the Pro-
trapi. Vimce of - British Columbia. The adminis-
fation of Premier McBride has been returned to
ﬁpwer with- forty. supporters, as against thirty-
ozleolast term. The last general electiqn took p}ace
i ctober 3, 1909, so that the last legislature lived
Ut but little more than half its term. No one ap-
PEArs to be quite sure why the last legislature was
tﬁseSOlVed, as-there was no direct issue placed before
b electorate nor had any legislation been placed
1 the Statute Books which appeared to require
. ¢ endorsement of the people. Premier McBride
SSerts that his object in appealing to the electorate

| YOUR elections within nine years with a de-

ZV;; for “an endorsement of his railway policy,”
I SO far as the electorate understand it, that
Policy has been “endorsed.”

madhe' chief and most frequently urged argument
. € in the appeal of the government for a return
tratP‘Ower and a vote of confidence in the adminis-
o 190 was that Premier McBride found the pro-
wisce N a condition of bankruptcy and that, by his
k ¢ administration, it has been converted into' a
Province the most prosperous of any in the Do-

::lrtlion- Whatever view may be held as to the
:Sesmanshxp of the methods by which this feat
een

accomplished there can be little doubt that
'¢ Statement is a statement of fact. '
politl?ere had. been no strictly party lines in the
4 IC?-I affairs of the province up till this time.
prmc;'e confederation conferred autonomy on the
Serit nce its governments were composed of repre-
poli?twe'men whose political affiliations in federal
Tnentlcs' were forgotten, the members of the govern-
B ,.acting in common cause—according to their
MVictions—for the good of the country. Mr.
4 ocn fide, on accepting responsibility for the forma-
him'Of a ministry ended all that. Though it cost
wwho the political affinity of several strong men with
the m he had sat in membership in opposition to
I,lmmgovernment he composed his cabinet of pro-
rigi dlced Conservatlvesfwuh one exception—and
CXactf’ drew the party lines. The country was not
turnedy prepared for §h1§ an-d_ Mr. McBrlde was re-
three SWIthut a majority in the legislature. The
Pl oc1ahsts. elected held the balance of power.
ahg fler McBride formed an alliance with these
ive or the first term of his office was saved from
Peated defeats only by their solid vote.

I N its first
e
'PTOVinCe.

term the new government gave evidence
stability and redeemed the credit of the
itoiicheg It passed drastic taxation laws and
tades every available source of.revenue. Income
tagas Personal property taxes, business taxes, school
the aa;{ld land taxes were ' readjusted and, with
to ﬁowﬂ.s assured of their securities capltal_bqgan
but - w,l}l:to the province, at first slowly and timidly,
unti] w'l'tth‘ the passing years in stronger currents
time dl oin the last year, since when, for the first
_impacturmg this period it is slackening its mighty

The much lauded “Railway Policy” of Premier

&;ﬁf;ﬂ? has played a large part in fostering the
appeal ltty of the government. In 1910, after an
into 0 the electorate, the _government entered
" Ca"eg?.nts to guarantee six hundred miles of
of theiga 1an Northern Railway for the extension
Bites transcontinental ambition to the .Pac1ﬁc
a seCt.io‘ € guarantees also included provision for
northw:;1 ; ; railway on Vancouver Island extending
cess of :1 from Victoria to some point yet in pre-
on bhotp, etermxpatlon. . Construction having begun
the mainland and the island these projects
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will be advanced rapidly to completion. The rail-
way legislation for this year guarantees the bonds
of 450 miles of railway from Howe Sound to Fort
George, opening up a large and fertile area of
agricultural lands—at present without transporta-
tion facilities—and also affording access to illimit-
able timber areas. The actual guarantee in both
these cases is “of the bonds of the company, guaran-
teed both as to principal and interest” in the sum
of $35,000 per mile, with provision in the agreement
of both companies that the Lieutenant-Governor-
in-Council may further guarantee the bonds of the
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company which further guarantee shall be of the
same effect as if made a part of the first instru-
ments.

PERHAPS no feature of the government policy

has done more to attract capital to the country
than the Timber policy. The government permits
the location of square-mile sections to any extent
and, upon their location, an annual “License Fee”
of $150 per claim of 640 acres is paid to the govern-
ment. The estimates for the current year show that
from this source alone the government expects a
revenue this year of $1,800,000. In comparison
with this enormous sum for the privilege of main-
taining their claims to the timber resources of the
province may be set the sum of $500,000 placed in
the estimates as anticipated royalties on timber to
be actually cut and manufactured, the royalty being
50 cents per thousand feet. The statement was
made by the Minister of Lands on the floor of the
legislature during the last session that it will take
the government engineers until the end of the year
1918 to survey the Crown Lands held under Timber
licenses already paying revenue to the provincial
treasury. The acquisition of these licenses has
brought an enormous sum of money into the pro-
vincial treasury and it has been lavishly spent, the
estimates for public works expenditure this year
being fifty per cent. in excess of the sum provided
in the public works estimates of Ontario.

The Liberal or opposition party in the province
put up a brave and undaunted contest. They pro-
tested against the exploitation of the resources of
the province in the manner which—they alleged—
was wholly in the interests of capitalists and specula-
tors. They argued that the present market value of
the timber land alienated to the speculators reaches
the enormous total of $214,000,000, and they asserted
that—by the bartering and transfers of these licenses
—speculators had already realized a clean profit of
$100,000,000 without cutting a single stick of the
timber sold. They charged corrupt practices in
the administration of the public works department,
and obtained information which they alleged justi-
fied their contentions.

ONE of the chief grievances of the opposition

was that access could not be had to the Public
Accounts. A motion to have these referred to the
Select Committee of the Legislature was withdrawn
at the request of the Premier on the assurance that
he would personally move to have these accounts
referred in ample time for thorough investigation.

. He did move the reference just six hours before

the prorogation and dissolution of the legislature.
The Public Accounts Committee has not met for
six years.

It may surprise the readers of the CANADIAN
CoURIER, as I am sure it will surprise Eastern poli-
ticians of every political creed, to know that the
estimates for the year 1912 were passed by the
legislature in its closing hours within the short
space of fifty minutes. Though the sum involved
reached the sublime total of nearly $16,000,000 after
the lone Liberal in the opposition had made a brief
speech attacking a particular item of the estimates,
.there was no criticism nor any halt to the terrific
speed with which the votes were rushed through.

Premier McBride has made good his boast that he
would “show Canada something unexampled in the
history of the Empire.” The Liberals were unable
to elect a single representative in the whole pro-
vince and the Opposition now consists of two
Socialists, Parker Williams, of Newcastle, and Jack
Place, of Nanaimo. The situation is unique.



