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TRUE FAITH I8 THE GIFT uF
HEAVEN.
San Actonio Daily Express,

Rev. Father J. B. I'vigon, Superior
of the Oblate Fathers iu Daluto, Miog.,
preached in 8t Mary's enurch recently
a werwon repete with philosophical
interpretations of the Oatholic religion,
desling with the meacing of faith as
viewed from the s andpolt of Catho-
licism. Tune charch was filled to its
capacity.

Rev. Father Frigon sald, in part :
““Prere is perhaps not a word which
has been subjocted to graver miscon
ceptions and to more false interpreta
tions for the last three centuries than

this word faith. It s, therefore, a
matier of the highest Iimportance to
anderstand precisely what faith Is, in

and what the disposi
which yuld seem to

what it consist
tions of mind
require.
““ Some have made it to mean an
ation, ‘Believe and
you are iieh so far from being
a supernatural virtue looks very much

like a wicked and dangerous presump

insurance of
wed

ti Others have gratuitously iden-
tifled it with a sort of religious senti
ment or emotion, which it would

be difficult to deflne no matter the
ghane it assumes, cannot be the faith of
the gospel aud of the Apostolic teach
fog.

“ According to the doctrine of the
Qatholic Church the true faith is a gift
from heaven, a supernatural virtue,
which enables man to believe without
the least doubt or hesitation all that
has been revealed by God, and that
upon the strength of his own word and
testimony. It is a gift in so much as it
is granted by God, without any right
on our part, and it is a virtue in so much
a8 we put it into practice.

* No man can have faith by bimself ;
to accept mysteries, doctrines that we
cannot understand, 8 mere act of the
will is not sufficient, but it necessarily
requires a special grace from above.

**How s it that this great super
natural power was given unto some
while it was refused unto others? This
is another mystery of Divine Provid
enne, and it does not rest with us to
try and penetrate lt.

* After all, God Is the Master of His
gifts and no one, neither on earth nor
in heaven, has a right to bring Him to
an account for such, or such distribn
tion ss He judges proper to make of
them,

* Now, is this blessing, which we
have received with baptism, duly ap
preciated by all who have had the
happiness of receiving it ? Alas, no
And the roason is very simple; it is
because in present days, we but too
oasily allow ourselves to be led by the
maxims of the world instead of by re
ligions and Christian prineiples.

“ Thank God, there is still faith ig
our people, but it is weak, sleepy. The
hearts are still Christian, but there are
s0 many whose life resembles that of
pagans ; 80 many who pretend that
they belinve but do not mind acting as
if thev did not.

“ The chilling atmosphere of worldli
pess and mundane ambition seem to have
wilted the beantifal flowers of faith and
pious conduct ; flowers that can only
blo m into fruits of duty and virtue in
the bracing atmosphere of staunch Cath
olicity, Moreover, we have our share
ol fair-woather Christians, easy-going
Catholies, who profess a great venera
tion for religion, but at the condition
that it will remain within the wall of the
church fere
with the r way of liviog or doing basi
ness, and still Jess with their views in

never coming out to inte

politics and
there is a gquestion of
of econscience at stake; just as if religion
had not for a divine mission here below

yublic welfare, even when |

justice, a matter |

to guide and enlighten our conscience:
‘He who heareth you heareth me also,
and he who despiseth you despiseth me
also.’

““ Some go farther still and
how they ean be expected to bslieve in

wonder

doctrines where human reason is appar- |

ently not taken into consideration, such
RS, fnr instance, future life, eternity
vetribution in the next world, and par
tioularly hell

“ Kirst, there is no quostion but that
unbeiief, in this case, comes irom two
wants: want of power of mind or want
of purity of heart, Yon never hear a
good Christian, a practical Catholie, &
man of honor and duoty, express such
doubts. Then, it is rather strange
that, with all the big comwmon
they claim to have, those self styled
;;Inl«mup'mrs do not perceive the incon.
sistency of their reasoning. How many
thing» there are in this world that they
accept, although their intelligence can
not reach them. Take for instance the
seientific discoveries of the age ; what
about them? Still they

sense

do they know

beliove without the least hesitation
Aud why ? B canse they are told that
t is 80 by men of superior intelligence,

W Reniuse

light given to our weak, limited in-
telligence, in order that it may reach
beyoud the threshold of the super-
natural world and obtain a better
knowledge of eternal and divine trath

**The supernatural and pataral are

not contradictory, but are complement-
ary systems, and we therelore call faith
and revelation the crowning instead of
the anonihilation of human intellect.
Buch is the reason why we Catholics
accept with the greatest firmness of
mind all and asvery one of tha dogmas
presented to our belief by the Church
I say by the Church because we con
sider as an undeniable fact that the
Chorch has been establisned by the
Savior and endowed with iofallibility
in teaching, to enlighten us and to lead
us safely to heaven. Faith, however,
as understood by Catholics, must not
be idle, fruitless and werely specula-
tive. No we must practice what we
believe. Faith must manifest itsell in
ur daily actions, and particularly so
when the glory of God or our neighbor's
good require it. * Faith without works
is doad in itsell,’ says St. James. And
St. John was expressing the same ldea,
the same trauth, when he said : * What
shall it profit if & man say he hath faith
but hath not works ?

‘‘ Be troe to the faith of your bap
tism and of your first Holy Communion,
Show your gratelul appreciation of the
great virtne by using it aceording to?
God's will, that is, by practicing what
you believe, Be true to your holy
faith in all circumstances of lite. And
should there ever be a conflict between
your spiritual and tewporal interests,
between your conscience and worldly
goods or pleasures, hesitate not to act
according to the dictates of faith and
conscience, according to the promises
of your baptism. Faith then shall call
down God's blessings upon you during
life, and it shall be some day your pass-
port to eternal happiness.’”

THE LATE REV. DR. PTAFFORD.

It is well known that Dr. Stafford's
success on the platform was phenome-
nal, but perhaps the most remarkable
feature of it was that in a city where
be had beea preaching econstantly for
ten years, and where he had been lec-
taring for nearly twenty years, be still
¢rmmanded the largest and most repre-
sentative audiences possible to gather
in his city.

It Dr. Stafford had wished it, he
could have been a wealthy man. Oae
of the greatest theatrical firms in the
country offered him $65,000 for a single
series of lectures, but he declined, In
recent years he withdrew more and
more from the platiorm to meet his
constantly increasing parish work,

An article on ** The Palpit Orators
of Ameriea,”” written for ** The Lycen
mite »nd Talent’ by Willard French,
contalns the [lollowing tribut- to Dr.
Stafford :

“*Toeforee of his superb declamation,
the exquisite grace of his diction, the
infecting inspiration of his elogquence,
the breath and depth of his cosmopoli-
tan information, the courageons iodie
viduality of his sentiments, his brilliant,
scintillating rhetoric have created de-
mands that again and again have
brought him to the lyceum platform,
the rostrum and the forum, before audi
ences distinetly Protestant, J« wish and
infidel, as well as Roman Catholie—
always with the same result, the result,
which one sees whenever he pre
at Sn. Patrick s. His Shakespearean,
philosophie, historie and secular thenes
have given him a wide reputation as a
scholar and public orator seond to
none in America. * * * Howev
he belongs distinctly to the
O her fields are simoly ae

.l
pulpit, |
eswory, He |
in ideally a pastor and a preacher. He
stauds, par excellence, a pulpit orator
every day the assertion of
‘There is no reason
that pulpit oratory should
It has as wide a scops and as
a mission now as it ever had’
wer Stafford’s pulpit sloguence

indorsing
Cardinal Gibbons:
or excase
decline
sublime

and pulpit oratory bas direciness of
puarpose dominatine the decoration of
every thought. With anunfailing com-

mand of the most graceful KEaglish, he
seoms to gather all the noblest instincte
and aspirations of bumanity, to stretch
them like strings upon a harp, and play
thereon the very music of the soul, The
ch rds he strikes vibrate in your heart,
even in spite of you, with thrilis of ia
fectious inspiration. He rendersa sub
jeot fascionating with his rare diction,
but there is never a superfluons side
the logical development of
the vital argoment to insert a burst of
eloguence Tne eloquence is there—
Iways there—but always & vital part
of the dirset Issne. The art of the
great orator embellishes every thought
bus the thought is predominant,

‘“ They say that Dr. Staffor/ is an
Actor—a consummate actor. So he is.
Without half trying
he might have been the greatest trage
diao on the stage to-day, for precisely
the sams reason that he is the great
the inherent naturalness

step from

i"acile princeps

puiplt orator
f the

man. His acting is not artifice,
| I8 supremely nature instinetive in-
linaticos.  All that ho is and says aod

doos iy neither more nor less than the

ove great scientists might be
mistaken, bu eir doctrines are ac |
ted jost the same, without discus. |

i Why s 1id we act differently

von it comes to religious matter ?

©® CAL stion the authority on

ich tt supernatural tro hs are
d, because it is God, Truth it |

solf, Who has told us what we are W

jelieve and whav Are Lo practioe
Aond as 8 J 1y says: ‘Il you belie ('
the word of man, with mach more roeason |

believe the Word of God.' |
absolutely Incorrect to say
demands {rom our under
g g a blind assont, thus putting
reason altogether ont of the way. The
religion, in the Catholie
is essentially reasonable, to
use the very words of Holy Seripture,
and any other notion of it is an erron
eone
* Faith clearly understood and oper
ating in its proper sphere, caanot be
fnoonsistent with reason, since there
eannob ba any contradiotion, no more
than one truth can be opposed to an-
other, Far from extinguishing the
lght of right reason, it doesn’'t even
oppore it Qo the contrary it enlarges
our Intellect wonderfully and adds to
the stock of natural kuowledge.
** We consider faith as the radiant
sun of Ohristian lite. To us it appears
a8 a spark of divine wisdom, a belp, a

L o6 ol

¢ 1reh,

ne.

refloed and caltivated product of spon
taneous impoise. Tais is s0 very truoe |
hat to fully appreciate Dr. Stafford |
before the tfootlights one must know |
him behind the What
bolore his vast congregation is simply
he is to you alone, intensified and
magnified

** He is tall and strong—Dbullt for an
athlete—but graceful, courteons and
gentle as a woman. le is & man of
imperturbable dignity, deliberate, unot
moderate, in speech and action. With
natural and professional reserve, he is
frankly cordial —~demoeratioc for a priest
You know that you face a mau of self
reliance, roady to assimilate whatever
oomes to hand, becau-e he has the cour
age of his own convictions and is not
atraid.  He is strikingly handsome, but
it is not a quality of beauty to which
‘skin deep is applicable. He is only
forty seven, and even that is not ap-
preciable. The shock of curling brown
hair has not afrosted strand, The face
is strong-—intensely, intel'entuslly, al
most tragically strong — solemn and
earnest. It is obviously capable of al-
most anything—anything but farce and

SCONOS he is

wha
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comedy—but even when burn'ng elo-
guence from the lips is setting hearts
m fire it remains always absolutely im
passive., His gestures are very few,
and always deliberate. e speaks with-
out notes, and often, even in moments
of almost tragic intensity, his eyes
close while the sentence grows upon
his lips. His words are shori, his
rhetoric is never complex. His voice
alone, deep and strong, deautifnliy
musical, perfectiy modulated, follows
the theme of his thoughts and the
sentiment of his words. It ecarries
every syllable, clean-cat and finished,
to the farthest corner, in perfect sym
pathy with each emotion. The contrast
between the voice and the impassive
speaker is sometimes startling, always
forceful. Buot if you sit near enough
you will see drops of perspiration con
stantly trickling down the speaker's
temples, and you will realize that the
impressive calm is but a shield for
tremendous energy.’’

CANDLEMAS

On Sunday, Feb, 2, we again cele:
brate the feast of the Purification of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. In common
speech we call it Candlemas, because
on this day the candles prescribed for
divine service are blessed. The candles
must be made of beeswax. This is so
imperative, that the Church has pre
ferred to bave even her most sacred
rites performed without lights rasher
than have those used that are not
made of this material. The very word
candle (Latin candela) in the language
of the Courch, always signifies a candle
wade of beeswax. Tallow, sperm, par-
sfine, patent wax or any other than
beeswax candles cannot be blessed, and
are forbidden to be used for divine
service.

It is an ancient and praiseworthy
custom for Catholics to procure at least
one wax candle for this day, and, after
it has been blessed, to take it home to
use it at the bed of the dying, or during
A storm, or for any other proper end as
the Church wishes. Good Catholics
we know, are not satisfied with this
+lone ; they offer one or more candles
for the service of the sluar, thus follow
ing the example of Mary, who, thoogh
not subjsct to the law, offered a sacri
fice in the temple

e e
CARDINAL TO DEAF MUTES.
LEAD GOOD LVl ON

YOUR VOICEs WILL
AND SWEETLY IN H}

KARTH AND
RING LOUDLY
AVEN,
Javuary 6 —With an ad
Cardinpal Gibbons, ‘orty-five
Catholic deal mutes, who are under the
in-truction of the lustitute of Missior
Helpers, MeCallon street, near B ddle,
formed a Sodality of the Blessed Virgi
Mary yesterday afterno n. Trne Sodal
was formed of men, women and
children, Before being received they
followed a three days' retreat, con
ducted by Rev. Thomas A. Galvin, of
the Redemptorist order of New York
city.

Prayers were recited and hymns sung
in the sign language. The Cardinal
reemed wuch impressed, and declared
it was one of the great events of his
life.

** After celabrating Mass and preach
ing in the Catbedral and giving a re
ception, I would naturally feel rired,"
said 11w Kminence, ‘* but the thought
of this visit and wsecing my deal mute
friends refreshed my spirit.

*“You are band ng yourselves to
gether as a vody of Catholic deaf mutes
b0 encourage one another in the prac
tice of your holy religion. [ wish yon
to thavk the zealous Redemptorist
missionary, Father Galvin, for hs
apostolic efforts among youn, It is
owing to his love and care of youn in

Baltim re
dress by

scene and the rganization
sodality is a happy faet to-day

“You, dear children, ara
with the loss of

of this

bat God will compensate you in heaven
for your privations on earth. Lead
good
voices will ring as loudly and sweetly
as the best in heaven,’

overy true Christian

You cannot possibly have
a better Cocoa than
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A delicious drink and a sustaining
food. Fragrant, nutritious and
econemical. This excellent Cocoa
maintains the system in robust
health, and enahles it to resist
winter's extreme cold.

COCOA

Sold by Girocers and Storekeepers
in }«Ib. and {-1b Tins.

The Rev. Albert Kuoapp, O. P., one
of the most distinguished members of
the Dominicau Order, who has been
nominated to the Archbishopric of
Trinidad, in succession to the late
Archbishop Flood, O P., is an Euglish-
man and was formerly a member pl the
Chureh of Eogland, for the ministry of
which he at first thought to stuoy.
Later he decided to enter the medical
profession and went to France to prose
cate his studies. While assistiog in
the hospitals he was impressed by the
devotion and charity of the Sisters, and
this led him to investigate the claims
of the Catholic Church. Tne resalt
was his conversion, sud he theon, decid-

Dowminican O:der.

S——

Postponed

The Sisters of Coarity, St

Hoepital, Brockvlille
he Hoepl al Bonefit

Vinceny de Paul
wish to announce that
which was to be held in

Inspector Sullivan,

On Saturday evening some friends of Mr. J
F. Sullivan. B A, recently appointed inspector
of Separave 8chools and who leaves in a day or
two for Loudon, Ont. to assum:» his dutles
there assembled at his house, 612 Cooper street,
Ottawa, and presented him wirth an address
and a handsome morocco
somnayvion as 4 glan

r friondahl f
ricndship and

in remenbrance of the very pleasant assocla-
ion of th» past few years Mr Sullivan was
taken complotely by surprise. Ina few words
he thauked the donors for their gift their ex.
ressions of friendship and esteem and their
080 wishes for his fu ure success. Mr, Sulli-
van has lived in Ottawa for about ten years,
having formerly resided in Petcrbirough,

NEW BOOKS.

*'Distinguished converts to Rome in Amer
fea.” By D. J. Scannell O Neill. Published
by B Herder, 8t Louis, Mo. and Freiburg
(Baden). Price 81,

———el .

The Directorate of the Home Bank of Canada
has appointed James Cooper Mason to the
position of Assistant General Manager. The
General Manager of the Home Bank of Canada
Liout.-Col, James Mason, has gone on a busl
ness trip to Kogland and will return late in
February.

——————— —

Altar and Home Decorations

Easver Liliss 50 cents a dozen. Fleur de Lis,
50 centsa a doz:n, Violet bunches, 5) cenjs a
dozen, Apple Blossonig, 50 cents a dozen, Car
nations any color, 4 dozen for $1,00. Chry
santhemums 50 cents a dozen, Roses, plain or
frosted 50 cen's a dozen, Big discounts to
atorea for selling purposes Write Brantford
Artificial Flower Co., Box 45, Brantford Oat,
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Hair Goods by Mai
Hair Switches, Puffs,
Curls, Pompadours,
Toupees, Etec.

these last few years that this grand |

afllicted |
speech and hearing, |

Ives oo earth and your now mute

———— —
Calvary furnishes ample strength
and consolation for all the trials of

Twenty-five per cent. discount
for the next fou s. Send
sample of hair can match
your hair to perfection Satis

faction

guaran ¢ money re-

ed to see
ataiogue

DAY & MOHLER
The King St. Hair Specialists.
1156 King St. Waest,
Toronto, Ont,
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Geofrey Austin .

Iriumph of Failure

My New Curate .
; Luke Delmege
Glenanaar

Brother Azarias .
A Woman of Culture

Saranac .

ing to become a priest, jined the |

January. is postponed to a e, and may
not take place uotil the % of Jun
The Sisters very | for any
assislance render 10 make the baziar a |
success, and reqguest  hat those holding (ickets
will please make returns 1527.2
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| Address Michael Blaks, E ginfield, Ont, 15263 . TR I

| teach both French and Koglish

Standard Catholicﬂ Literature

Father Sheehan’s Works

Father John Talbot

His Honor the Mayor
The Art of Disappearing

Catholic Record, London, Canada
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Inscription on a Door ’

1854 THE 1854

Written by Theodulphus, Bishey Orleans
A. D 820

Pauperibus pateat. Praesul, tusa janua semper,

Cum miserie Coristus intrat et ipse simul

Digue tuis cpulis paseatur pauper egenus,

Nt comiva queas lectus mh"un-- Deo
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I'RANSLATION,
Thy door throw cpen wide that Christ your

May ¢ |In'~'r with His poor ; and bring
From out thy board to them a worthy feast,
That thou may worthy be to dine
In heavenly banquet with your Lord divine,
—Rev, P T. O'REILLY
e E— - —

MARRIAGE,
INEDY — At Corkery, Oat. on Tues
dny Jan. 7, 1908, by the R+v _Father Cavanagh
Mr. Wm. J. Egan 10 Miss Margaret € Ken-
nedy, both of Corkery,
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TEKACHERS WANTED,
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