/ploded; we also learned who
( Vallancey was. We
thout further preface, allow
't6 continue his criticism of
ter's productions and the-

y's  first analogy is plau-
. The Irish Druids honored the
nts and kept up sacred fires,
at a particular day in the year
ﬂ.u‘ﬂm in the kingdom were
put  out, and had to be relighted
m the Arch-Druid’s fire. A
' creed and custom existed among
%he Parsces or Guebres of Persia,
‘and he takes the resemblance
ove connexion and identity of creed
and civilization. From this he im-
mediately concludes the Round Tow-
jers to be Fire Temples. Now there
{g no evidence that the Irish Pagans
had sacred fires,
(epaces (on the hill tops), and, there-
fore, mone of course that they had
them in towers round or square;
- Vallancey falls back on the ‘
existence of Round Towers
similar to ours, and on etymo-

Here is a specimen of his etymo-
Hebrew word ‘‘gadul”
gignifies “‘great,” and thence & tow-
@r; the Irish name for a round tow-
“‘cloghed,’’ is from this “‘gadul,””
or “‘gad’’ and ‘“clogh,” a
and the Druids called every place
. worship “cloghed.”” To which it
u.nl'ered-—-"gadul" is not ‘‘gad”’
a ‘‘stone,’’ is not “‘cloch””
Irish word for |

Round Tower is “‘cloch

that the Druids called any place of
worship cloghad.

We must here skip the long
tracts from Mr. Petrie’s work, which
supply other gpecim
ces's guess-work and of the refura-
tion of his ill-founded theories.

‘The next person
Mr. Beauford, who derives the name
- of the Round Towers from ‘‘Tlacht,”
| #eparth’’—asserts that the
tions of temples for Vestal fire exist
Rath-na-Emhain, and other places
(poor devil!)—that the
overran the world in the time of the

ens of Vallan-

in place of the Vestal
smounds into Ireland, combining their
‘fire-worship with our Druidism—and
that the present Towers were tuilt
4n imitation of their Magian ‘Towers.
“This is all, as Mr. Petrie says, pure
without a particle of au-
thority. This Mr. Beauford is not
» be confounded with Miss\ Iteau-
fort. She, too, paganizes the Tow-
, by aggravating some misstate-
‘yuents of Masoh’s ‘‘Parochial Sur-
2 but her errors are not worth
otice, except the asser
ters of Tara and Cashel allege
t the Towers were for keeping the
fire. These Psalters are be-
to have perished, @

0 6f sacred fires i the glow
of Cormac McCullenan,
d compiler of the Psaiter of
‘is adyerse to their being in

- Oambrensis, wherein he £ays
At the fishermen on Lough Neagh
ertainly formed by an inun-
in the first century — A L.
to such towers under the

In the waves beneath him shihing.’)
One of the authorities quotwsd by
all the Paganists is from the ' Ul-
ster Annals” at the year 448; it is,
‘‘Ingenti  terremotu per loca varia
imminente plurime urbes nugusta
muri recenti adhuc re‘edificatione
constructi, cum LVIIL, turribus cor-
ruerant.”” This was made to - m.can
that part of the wall of Armagh,
with fifty-seven Round Towers, fell
in an earthquake in 448, whereas the
passage turns out to be a quotation
from_ ‘‘Marcellinus’™ of the fall of the
defences of Constantinople—'‘ Urbis
Augustac!”’ References to Towers in
Irish annals are quoted by Mr. D'Al-
ton; but’ they turn out to be Writ-
ten about the Cyclopean Forts, or
low stone raths, such as we find in
Aileach,

Dr. Charles O’Connor, of Stowe,
is the chief supporter of the astrono-
mical theory. One of his arguments
is founded on the mistaken reading
of the word ‘‘turaghun’ (which he
derives from ‘“‘tur’’ a tower, and
“aghan,” or ‘‘adhan,’’ the kindling
of flame), instead of “truaghan,’” an
ascetic. The only other authority of
which we have not noticed is the
passage in the "Ulster’Annals," at
the year 995, in which it is 8aid
that. certain Fidhnemead were burnt
by lightning at Armagh. He trans-
lates the word Celestial indexeg, and
paraphrases it Round Towers, and
all because ffiadh'” means witness,
and. ‘‘neimhedh” heavenly or sacred,
the real meaning being holy wood,

“fidh’* a wood, and “neimdedh”’

authorities.

likeness between the Irish Round
Towers and oriental fire temples of
.proven antiguity, it would be an ar-

though direct testimony from our

Christian belfries from the gixth to

of Pagan fire towers previously ex-
isting .here. But “potendos of above
thirtyLﬂ;ﬂt. in diameter’’ in Persia,
Turkisti minarets of the tenth and

turrets in India, which Lord Valen-
tia thought like our Round Towers,
gave no such resemblance.

either positively false or quite vn-
proven. His own opinion is that

etergy and their treasurcs; and, 3,
as natch towers and beacons; and

him ‘at present for having displaced

able fancies, and given us the most
learned, fhe most exact, and the
most important work ever published
on the mntiquities of the Ancient
Irish Nation.

ments anent the Raqund Towers,
which he proves to be structures of
Christian origin; but we cannot fol-

mand ten times the space at our dis-
posal, But in connection with this

ages are taken from the history of
the cemeteries of Ireland. In the

| thereto the grand, and universally
known poetic address to the Round

or wood of the sanctuary, from
holy, as is proved by a pile of exact

Assuredly, if there were ™ close

gument for identity of wuse; and

annals would come in and show that
the present Towers were built as

the tenth centuries, the resemblance

would at least indicate that the bel-
fries had been built after the model

fourteenth centuries, and undated

We have now done with the the-
ories of these Towers, which Mr. FPe-
trie has shown, past doubt, to be

they were used—1, as belfries; 2, as
keeps, or houses of ghelter for the

into his evidence for this opinion we
shall go at a future day, thanking

a heap of incongruous, though agree-

Davis does not yet close his argu-

fow him to the end as it would de-
subject, some very ingtructive pass-

next issue we will take the liberty of
reproducing all that has been writ-]
ten on the subject and = of . adding

- .

coming

give it up.

Lent.

out this

‘| Montreal

purpose the strengthen
of our will that we may say ¥
‘the allurements to evil come..
like the process of training for ery
strain on our physical system.
order that we may win in the con-
test it is necessary that we hardea
tho tissues and temper the nerves, £o
that when the shock of the battle
comes we may manfully resist .and
ultimately overcome. It is so with
the true Christian, If his navure is
so flabby and his will so pliable that
Wwhen the seductions to evil come he
cannot withstand them, he will  be
easily led away into vice. The Chris-
tian athlete must undergo & process
of sell-discipline. While the Church
bids us do penance at all €imas, she
sets aside the time of Lent as
special season in which
make  this goul-discipline a personal
thing. She urges us therefore to a
spirit of gelf-denial, and she
that one of the best ways (2
_purselves is to abstain totally from
all intoxicating drinks.

{ “Just think that it is twenty-five
years since I was there”—said Leo
XIII. at noon, on the 20th Febru- | when

one through | Atlantic, the once migh i

the commemoration of his twenty-
fifth year upon the throne of St. Pe-
He was gazing out upon the
grand Piazza of St. Peter’s, in front
of the Basilica. A qu
ary last, after he had gone through
ed the pavement of that piazza. We
read of the great sacrifice of the re-
ligious, 'who on the day of his, or
her perpetual vows, steps within the
of the cloister, and leaVes
the world without for all time. But
the religious knows, at that moment,
as the last step is taken, that never
again will it be retraced;
with Leo. A few days prior to the
20th February, 1878, in.the
pany of other Cardinals, he crossed
the Piazza of St. Peter’'s, and pass-| of Great Britain, had not yet as-
ed through the Basilica, on his way
the conclave. As he ascended
did not
know, mor is it probable that he
even suspected, that he would likely | dignity came to the young and pro-
again go down them. By a
majority of the conclave

These are some of the reasons why
the practice of abstaining from
toxicating drinks during Lent is be-
a mark of a good Catholic,
There are many Christian
a little drink during the rest of the
year, but when
comes they immediately shut down
on the practice, and for the
days touch nothing at
stated on very good authority that
nothing has contributed so much to
the universality of the
fotal abstinence as this Lenten cus-
tom. Many people have found the
good of total abstinence by a trial
of it during Lent, and have become
go enamored of it that when Lent
was over they were Very loath

mortal Pius IX. On the
March he was crowned and all

Ash Wednesday

sovereign, imprisoned within

As an evidence of the popularity
of this custom we may quote a few
figures from the records of the Tem-
perance Publication Bureau. A few
years ago it was thought that if the
demand for the Lenten cards ran up
to 50,000 a great good would ‘be
done. But the custom has steadily
the 50,000 mark has
been left away behind, and last year
it ran to nearly 500,000. We hope
for still greater results this coming

there wasg not even the faintest
dication of a longing, a regret, cra
disappointment. He

the mighty burden of his sublime

grown until
cils of the Church which the Son of

timely occasion to go over the en-
tire biography of Leo .XIIL;
who would dare
task, and pretend to fulfil it within
the limits of a single article? More-
over, the whole world is conversant
with every important period in that
great career, and the press—hoth re-
ligious and. secular—has poured out |pard and sue for peace at Ferrara;
all the facts of interest or of mo-|he beheld the memorable flight " of
Pius  IX to Gaeta; he followed the
erratic and terrible career of the in-
surrectionary whirlwind over Bu-
glance at the extensive period of | rope; and he witnessed, emerging
¢ime that has elapsed ince the ad- | ¢rom that ghaotic confusion, another
Napoleon, with Imperial sceptre in
hand. Once more the face of Eu-
rope was altered; from the peaks -of
the Alps to the tideless Algran the
In the annals of the world no cen- | gtorm of infidelity had swept, =and
the votaries of the ‘secret  societies

but

Chats
With Our
Subscribers.

ment in connection with that life of
ninety-three years. The most we

to take a rapid

Sometimes lessons come from afar. | vont jnto this world of our glorious
Such is the case in the following in=
gtance. It would be well
friends in this city,
cities, towns and villages through-
Dominion
emulate the example of an old sub-
seriber, an extract from whose let~
ter, written to a gentleman who has’
since become & subscriber, we give
to our readers as follows:—

I mailed you an old copy of the

tury has ever approached the nine-
teenth in changes, improvements, in- | were apparently triumphant.
ventions, and advancement along the
broad highway of  civilization,
was a century of wonders in
in every sphere,
Tts history equals in
its accumulated events of transcend-
ant importance that of the combin-
od - centuries = since the origin  of

It
every
in

though it would please you.
may think it strange that a Scotch-
man who never saw the sky
Montreal should be 2 subscriber’ to
this paper, but by ¢hance when 1
was 8 boy in college I saw it occa~
gionally, and always liked it. While
I have much to do with ‘the few dol- |
jars I earn, there is not a dollar in
the whole year goes out

good cheer as the one that
the ‘'‘True Witness.'’ T just

eath weekls paper is worth &

lar, why that hardly ‘pays  fc ;
white papér in it. It suggests

us. It i

on s desert island

bowed before the summons that
‘must,_ Inevitably * coms, ooner . or
later, to all. The youthful Ttalian
student was far advanced - in - his
classical course when that sombre
‘and never-to-be-forgotten procession,
poured its untold numbers through
the barrier-arch of Neuilly, bearing
the ashes of a memory to be laid to
rest beneath the gilded dome of the
Invalides, Already had the map of
Hurope been changed and had. & new
isp tion of international affaire
commenced, But the Church went o®
as ever, lkeeping the even tenor  of
her way, just as she had done dur-
ing eighteen hundred years.
Victoria, whose exceptional reign
has been the wondern and the glory

cended the steps of the throme, when
Vincent Joachim Pecci a ded, for
a first time, the steps that lead to
the ““Altar of God.”” When episcopal

mising prelate, another picture was

was | prosented by the countries of the
elected to succeed the great and im-| continemt. When that calm, digni-
third of | fied, observant Italian prelate, in
the | his semi-clerical garb, walked slowly
insignia of Christ’s Vicar on earth | down Régent street, in London, the
were bestowed upon him. From that | great men of subsequent years were
hour forward he became the hermit |in their youth, and mostly unknown
the | to the world. Disraeli had not com-
Vatican precincts, and destined to | menced his career, nor even - pro-
rule the entire Catholic world from | nounced in favor of that Whigism
the solitude of his retirement. Twen- | which he was destined to one day
ty-five years since, in his gixty-ninth | abandon
year, the great Pontifi began his | Gladstone had not yet attempted to
wonderful,- his extraordinary reign; | criticise the Vatican, nor had he
and, as he gazed out upon the square | emerged from the Toryism of his
where the most humble individual, in | youth, which he was, in the future,
the ranks of the faithtul, was free to | to exchange for an advanced Liberal-
go and gome, but from which he is | {sm. From Brussells to London,
cruelly debarred Ly the sad circum-

for ultra-Conservetism ;

past century,

are mostly all
dinal that was in the Sacred College
whn. Cardinal Pecci first entered it,
and all their contemporaneous Arch.
bishops and Bishops have descended
into the tomb; and Leéo XIII. is yet
alive, full of vitality, bearing easily
his four score and thirteen years,
and as versatile, as keen, as brilliant
as he was upon the day of his cor-
onation, He is the two hundred and
fifty-seventh Pope since St. Peter
and, with the exceptions of ghé
Prince of the Apostles, and of Pius
IX., he is the only one who has oc-
cupied the Pontifical throne for over
twenty-five years. And we do not
think that we exaggerate, when we
say that his reign has been the
most  important = since that of

/ from Brazil to Vienna, the compara-
stances that surround the Papacy, | tively unknown Mgr. Pecel had
in- | gleaned material whereon to build
{ up. the grandest and most statesman-
had accepted | like policy of modern days.

He was not yet a Cardinal when
station, with all its splendors and | Purope was ropked to its very
all its sacrifices, submissive to the | foundations by the earthquake of re-
will of God and the infallible coun-| volution. No country escaped the
hurricane, He beheld Kossuth thun-
God had founded. This would be a | dering amongst the Mayzars of
Hungary; Louis Blanc raising the
echoes of the first great Revolution
attempt such & |in France; Mazzini, Mamiani, Gio-
bertti and Strabini stirring up the
fierce hatred of the anti-religious 11~
Juminati and the wild fantaticism of
the Italian Carbonari; he saw Aus-
tria return her sword to the scab-

| abiding Faith, of filial devotion, o©

All this time an iron giant had
been rising to power ip Germany and’| ¢
the day of Bi'-marck's“lnnumm was
gradually growing longer and bright-
er—but- brighter 'with that flery
heat that scorches and deals death. {
Christianity. To have lived during a | Vincent Joachim Pecei was advanced
part of the nineteenth century was in years, he was comparat| B
a privilege that is not always ade-{ old or T er a {
‘quately estimated; what, thex, must )
not be the advantage of having lv-:
t the nine-

anished, Napoleon tho
[apoleon the Thirg
iﬂmu. Gladstone, Bis'-
vour, Mazzini, Queen Vic-

toria, all the leading personages—no

tter of what character — that
. 40 ereate the history of the
e all vanished, and
rgotten; every car-

Christ’s first Vicar upon earth.

It is not our intention to give a

list of his encyclical letters, his Ap-

os&olic pronouncements, his masterly
diplomatic and administrative a-

chievements, - his contributions to
every bpanch of literature, from lyric

poetry to dogmatic theologyy nor
will we go over all the important so-
cial, political, intermational, econo-
mic, moral, and other questions that

he has aided so potently in settling;

these are all facts for the biograph-
er, and for the future to read in the

cold pages of history. At this hour,

when the entire civilized world is
concentrating its admiring gaze up-
on Rome, and the figure of the su-
blime Pontiff, when offerings are be-
ing sent from all quarters of the
earth, and prayers are ascending
from hundreds of millions of hearts,
we cannot pause to calculate with

mathematical exactness the details

of such a life and such a reign; we
are too much inclined to join in the
universal paean and to let the senti-
ments of the hour find expression in
thanksgiving, confidence, hope, char-
ity and faith, The archives of the
world to-day present no more glori-
ous picture than that of this great
successor of all those Pontifis that
pind together the dawning twentieth
century with the first year of the
Christian era. Like the Church he
has survived all the greatness and
glories of the century that is dead,
and he is as infallible a guide, at
this " hour, as he was on the day
that the *“keys of the Kinghom of
Heaven’! were confided to his keep-
ing. The world looks on, and be-
helds him—to use the language of a
t Irishman~''towering sublimely
aloft, like the last mountain of the
deluge, {mmutable amidst change,
magnificent. amidst ruin, the last
remnant of & dead century's great
ness and the last resting place of its
‘departed light.” Tt is in a spirit of
f

. submission, that we join
umble voice in the grand chorus
praise and in the “Te Deum’’ of
gratitude to Got which arise on all

sides and eirele around the throne of

Fisherman from Galilee.

the Paulist Fa-
renue and Fifty-

fragments was the
" enial John Talon-Lest
o splendidly gifted m
Poet, essayigt, journs
he combined in himself
qunlities and brilliant
writings attracted uni
tion. The following s
prings back many ‘a pl
lection of mutual enjo;
over these memories hi
of a deep and never-to-t
row. It is needless to !
source of the latter sen
sufficient that death ha
removed poor “Laclede’
geene of his delightful a
labors, as well as from
friends and edmirers w
went out to him in the
misfortune. It may be
ter is not entirely comj
myself, but it is charac
frank, honest-minded, k
author. That “the read
grasp the purport of ti
must explain that like i
ment of ‘Notes and Qu
“Star,’”’ or in that sple
column “‘Old -and Nes
“Gazette,”” ‘‘Laclede”
respondence and gave T
manner of questions on
nected with literature a
On one occasion, away
early eighties, he had ]
series of appreciations
poems, all of which hi
more or less classic in ¥
ature. He asked for the
correspondents as to thi
demorits'of certain poen
really amusing to note
were the tastes and ide
who ventured to send in
ions. A few weeks later
ratic course of these “‘Ej
a question arose as to tl
fect poem, of a certain cl
lish. It was on that: of
1 attempted to ‘“put |
and I sent him a letter
some original lines on a
ent class of subject, an¢
sion in favor of Keate's
Agnes.”” Neither my o
nor my note of criticisn
the reason is given in
which I now reproduce.

‘“Montreal, 10th Aj
“My Dear,—

“Your kind letter of tk
has been duly received, i
readily understand that
be surprised, and possi
pointed, on finding no all
to in last Saturday’s
ides.” The truth is tha
tents of your communics
surprised and disappoint:
was surprised to find the
dashed off such a fine po
& common-place subject, ¢
consequently, very much

ed to discover how poor i

really are. When I say

verses meet with my fu
mendation, I have said &
it I were to write a m
ation—TI have such @& hox
fulsome that I somet

, there is be
chapel
the

stowing even a full meas
served praise.

w ¥
But, per contra,




