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CHIEF obstacle to the disinterested pursuit
of the social sciences is the vital, not to say
inflammatory, matter they eontain. The
fundamental institutions of society are hedged with
a mysterious sanctity that forbids the serutiny of

Teason. ‘

Religion, group loyalty er patriotism, property,
the family, and eertain concepts of personal moral-
ity, not merely surround themselves with taboos, but
emit passionate fumes to blind the sight and eonfuse

the brain of frivolous scrutineers. The case of re-

ligion is notorious. No truly religious person will
submit his deity or his worship to eold tests of the
intelleet.  Industrious anthropologists may track
each of his holy rites back to its origins in sympath-
etie or imitative magic. But they will not eradicate

‘entirely the ‘‘superstitious’’ sentiment attaching to

this magie, and to the primitive ‘‘ Weltanchauung’’ of
which it was a part. But the most eonclusive testi-

“mony to the difficulty of a scientific study of religion

is. not the emotional bias of the believer, but the
counter-bias of the unfeliever, the odium anti theol-
ogicmn 80 conspicuous in professing ‘‘rationalists.”’

(3 ) _escape from Dmmd&ouenhﬁc" treatment.

sanctities stamped by early association upon the ten-

_der mind ean only be achieved by an emotional strug-

gle in which the combative instinet is engaged so
strongly as to leave behind a sentiment of hostility
and disgust, often intensified in passionale natures
by well-founded fear lest the emotional escape be in-
complete. Students of comparative religion, or of
the higher eriticism, will be well aware of the havoe
made in the application of laws of evidence to mat-
ter laden with such passionate appeal

But even more gignifieant is the sentiment of
sanctity when its veneration and taboos are applied
to the concepts of eountry, property, or sex. The
moral and legal supports of these coneepts, and of

- the obligations they impose on conduet, are termed

appropriately ‘‘sanctions.” For into each of them
is carried the same sentiment of awe or mysterious
veneration that is realized with fulleer conselousness
in religious ceremonial and beliefs. :

* - In order to exploit more advantageously this

_ sentiment,
- eare the divinity that doth hedge a king, or, when

poiitied practitioners cultivate with

personal government has dwindled or been dis-

* placed, the close linkage of ‘“God-and Country.”

'ﬂle elaboration of symbolic ritual i salutation of
ﬂll. national holy-days, patriotic hymns and
and the running of history into senti-

mental moulds of national heroism, for the educa-

hotoﬁrehﬂdnn,ia-mi-eoudomendeawr

divert to patriotic purposes the fund of supersti-
Tiberated for this work by the weskening of

s attachments. Where powerful religious
ninmmtheyunberdhedronndthe
ththortheholyFttheﬂand

—_—— e
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science Even when they
out of their hiding places, or restored from
the ‘‘scientific’’ treatment ac-
corded them is everywhere liable to the subjeetive
valuations of historians or seientists who ecannot
wholly divest their minds of personal sentiments.
The best, because the most truthful, histories are
those which make no attempt to conceal these nee-
essary biases. The pretence to a strietly scienti-
fic impartiality is both false and foolish. For the
human sympathy involved in the perception, inter-
pretation and valuation of events, aets, and char-
acters s mneompatible with the impartial attitude
that is claimed. This is net uncommonly admitted
as preeluding a reliable history of very recent af-
fairs. But it is applieable in a2 more or less de-
gree to the treatment of remote events, which ean-
the back-stroke of a selection and valu-
ation governed by the curremt ideas and feelings
of today. Though the ‘‘politieal scientist’’ may dis-
tinguish his ealling from that of the historian, he

are laboriously

defacement,

not escape

ean hardly esecape-the legaey of defeets in histor-~

whiech must form the staple of his

=

ical reeords

But not only are ‘““my country,” its King, its
Constitution. sacred. The fundamental  institu-
tions of its legal and soeial order are also sacred.
Property is peeuliarly saero sanet. It is hedged
with legal, intelleetual, and moral sanctions which
make it more dangerous and more wicked to tam-
per with its foundations than with those of any
other .institution. The genuinely religious awe at-
taching to®the property concept eould not be bet-
ter illustrated than in the shiver that ran down the
hackbone of all good citizens the world over at the
revelations of Bolshevism in Russia. It was not the
cruelty and bloodshed, the foreible autoecracy, or
even the eollapse of industry, with its accompany-
ing abherrenee. It was the sudden raking up from
the embers of a dateless past of the horror of ‘“the
unclean thing.”” The other feelings of pity and
resentment entered in but as accessories to this cen-
tral rush of inflamed horror. Normally 4ve do not
realize the emotional meaning we attach to such
a eoncépt or institntion as Property. We are not
obliged to realize it, and thcre is an intellectual
cconomy in not doing so. But when it is subjected
to a sudden challenge, the full foree of the “‘sur-
vival value’’ which it has carried down the ages.
<uddenly awakes in us We fcel that Property is
holy, and its destrovers in Russia, or elsewhere,
they and their remotest sympathizers. the profes-
sors of, any doctrine. the advocates of any poliey
that threatens any sort of recognized property are
sacriligious monsters.

T have no desire to dispute the survival value,
and, therefore. the natural necessity of this senti-
ment, but how are the seiences of politics and econ-
omies going to, conduet their processes with eold
scientifie rigor on the erustof a voleano like this?

"Phere remsing. however. one matter perhaps
even more intractable to scientific treatment than
property, namely. sex and the social relations into
whieh it enters. To sexual 4ctivity and selection,

with resulting parenthood, is sssigned the chief

- part in ‘organic evolution, the individual survival

"vhmgnglrdedpmrﬂynnmmtomrvwdof

:'aqnau. In-exmenhﬁty eomdsuandnﬁeon
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- Taboos Aid the Social Sciences
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therefore,
human urges

psychology, finds the most: pot-
To soeiology the family is
among many social institutions; it
nest and nursery of those restraints and pro-
s whieh are the and condition of all
and higher modes of group life. For though
anthropologists hold, tribal groups may
preceded definite family life, the tender emo-
fostered in tMe narrow eircle of the family, is
more powerful edueator of self-restraint, al-
and eo-operation, the springs of soeial con-
than any of the thinner and more diffuse fee!-
ing of

not merely one
1S the
Visio source
large;
as some
have
tion
a far
truism
duet
because sex and
parenthood are the most potent and intraetable of
urges, the praectiees and institutions designed to
their utilization and eontrol are compelled to work
by strong regulations and repressions.

gregariousness. Precisely

Making all allowanee for these diversions or
transmutations of sex-passion into art, sport; rec-
ligion,
ual warfare is waged between the crude demands
for .sex-satisfaetion and the interests of the social
order. Especially is this the ease in communities

called sublimation of the instinet, a eontin-

‘or classes, where social order is sdughf to be en-

foreed by striet taboos, involving tight curbs on
thonght and speech as well as eonduet. Nature
here eomes to the aid of the repressed instinet by
ranging on its side curiosity and the related inter-
est of intrigde. When strong nataral promptings
are present, the sense of shame and moral reproba-
tion by which law, morals and custom have striv-n
to enforce their taboo adds zest to temptation This
is so well recognized among intelligent persons that
organized attempts are made fc remove the veil
of reticence which helps to Shed a glamour unon
The error of Puritanism econsists partly in
misconeceiving sex feeling as an enemy to society,
partly in supposing that foreiblec modes of suppres-
sion can be effectual. It is <cubtless true that
there ean be no better security fcr social order than
the provision of economic and other arrangements
compatible with a freer-satisfaction of sex-fecling.
not only in its sublimated but in its primary ex-
pression. It is, indeed, significant that a rapid and
widespread interest among social students is being
directed to the related pm\-)lems of quantity and
quality of population, and to the economic, politie-
al, racial, and moral issues invo'ved in birth-control

Sex.

and eugeniecs.

The most striking of all testimonies, however,
to the explosive and disturbing influence of sex is
afforded by the resent science of psychology. I
allude here not so much to the fact that sehools of
professional psychologists have gathered round sex
as the ehief centre of activity and interest in the
psychieal study of man. More signifieant for my
present purpose is the enormous and quite popalsr
reclame which this study has obtained. The fact
that everywhere huge numbers of otherwise ®min-
tellectual men and women are chattering psycho-
analysis, in clubs, drawing-rooms and improvised
smdyurele&mdandnbbhngmmﬁmtunmd
practices. furnishes a striking revelation of the
difficulties of an impartial scientifi¢ treaptment of
any social problem intd which sex enters as a fac-
tor. For it i quite evident that it is no purely
‘‘ disinterested eulture’’ that attra¢is most of thue

: O-M on page 8) :




