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THE FARMER’S

SPRING
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UNDERWEAR

Those who appreciate style, fit and
finish in their underwear, invariably
asl® for Watson’s. The Spring Needle
Ribbed stitch gives our garments added
softness, greater strength, and longer

life. Made for men, women and child-
ren in all styles, sizes and fabrics.

The Watson Hmhdming Company, Limited
Brantford, Ontario
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issolves the grease
from the dishes—
and saves jts cost
in soap.

Use it in kitchen, bath-
room, laundry,
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Sold Everywhere
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Powder Co.. Limited, tHamilton, Canada
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ADVOCATE.

BY ALPHA.

After weeks of preparation and a
strenuous evening putting on the last-
minute touches to garden products and
samples of work the youngsters were all
agog bright and earli for a cross-country
drive to the township school fair. In
Dorchester, Middlesex County, as else';
where it is pre-eminently “‘Scholar's Day
and if silo gangs were not too busy
emptying corn fields, they felt in
honor bound to take time to help
along the school show. Something
must be radically wrong with farm
sentiment and conditions if at least
one day of the year cannot be spared
to specially observe some notable results
of the term which there fairs reveal.
Evidently, wcmen are taking a very
keen interest and pride in the achieve.
ments of the pupils and schools. For
example Salem Woman'’s Institute offered
a special prize for a collection of 25
weeds mounted and correctly named,
The award went to Nilestown, Not
many were heard to approve the sugges-
tions to make the school fair an adjunct
of the regular Agricultural Society event,
To the latter it would be an attraction,
but would lose its distinctiveness and
educational usefulness in ccmpetition
with the “hoss trot” ard some dubious
features that slide in past directors who
are not yet up to Lockie Wilson standards,
It was' commendable that the ‘Public
School Inspector, (P. J. Thompson),
shared with the District Agricultura]
chresentative, (R. A. Finn%j in the
prcgram cf the day, an- address by the
formex emphasizing the need of people
givilg more serious thought and liberal
support to rural school improvement.
This fair was held in the Mossley Church
sheds and the officials granted the free
use of there basement for luncheon with
hot tea and coffee by the ladies. Last
year a large tent was used. If school
fairs are further developed the housing
of exhibits will cal] for better accomoda.
tions so that they can be viewed, judged
and preserved more ad'vantageously. Size
is not the all important thing. Best
results cannot be secured with crowding
and thronging. Half 2 dozen good
country schools seem to provide enough
competition. By precept ang example
teachers do well to insist upon strict
observance of regulations. The prize is
not the all-important thing but the
training acquired in honest striving,
The youth who with good grace and no
“kicking” could take the “blue” ticket
instead of red on hjs favorite colt learned
one of the best lessons of life

In the “School Collections” class, the
exhibit that appeared to attract most
general praise for uniqueness, was a
Products Map of Middlesex County,
contributed by the Derwent School,
under Miss Inez Jeffrey, drawn in pen
and ink, and mounted on a heavy white
card board about 214 feet by 315 feet.
The county was shown in outline and
the township boundaries with London
city in the centre, and the Thames River
crossing. In the upper left hand corner
was a little picture of ap old log cabin
(*““The Beginner) and opposite a 1919
farm residence and barns (“What it
i1s Now."”) Then, apparently from pages
of “The Farmer’s Advocate” and other
publications were cut in close out line, about
C}ghty excellent engravings varying in
Size according to the importance of the
products, showing horses, cattle, sheep,
swine, poultry, bees, sugar maples,
grains, grazing land, vegetables, fruits,
flowers and <o 6n placed upon those
sections where thei; production is specially
noteworthy.  Sufficient white back
ground was left in each case to make them
stand out in reljef and underneath jn red
k‘tt(*_ring appeared such inscriptions as,
‘f})ulrying" in Dm’(‘hvslvr, “‘potatoes” in
Caradoc; “‘beef cattle” in Mt‘(}i]li\'ray:
“flowers” in the city suburbs and “small
fruits”, etc, in  Byron locality, At
the bottom was a larger photogramme
showing a fine general  collection of
county fruits and vegetables Ancther
exhibit in the “Nature Study” class that
won red ticket distinction was a collection
of leaves mounted on large white sheets
arranged in book form with illustrated
gilt front cover of forest and shade
trees, correctly named. On its 42 pages
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were over 100 specimens, neatly mucilased
on with the names underneat} of deeid
ous and evergreen varieties, Not o
were .local sources, urban and subughs
diligently searched, . but specimens’
been secured by corresponden
far away as the Pacific coast, s
An instructive school collection
that of ‘“Plant Diseases and Work |
Insects” showing 36 examples,
in transparent envelopes afid m
on cardboard 2 feet by 214 feet.
neath were the titles in plain lett
such as “Fall Canker We
leaf;” “‘Late Blight on potato;” *
wood Wart Gall;” “Dry Fruit Rot on
apples”. The samples had been gathered
on the farms of the locality and
to school where they were studied ung
the direction-of the teacher and are
for the fair. Such work could not but be
helpful in cultivating habits of observa«
tion and the acquisition of knowledge of
these pests of the farm and rden,
There were remarkable collections ‘of
weed seeds, and insects and some. ad-
mirable specimens of penmanship and

map drawing and mechanical devices

made by boys. Consideriqg the

summer, visitors were astonished at the
superior display of vegetables grown in-
the home school plots. After the awards
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were made the judge of vegetables gave . - §

reasons for some of his decisions sho

for instance in table carrots (Chantem.ly“eg
that some had made the error of selec_tmg :
for size such as horses would apprecia
rather than for quality and evenness

shape, and others brought in samples

with half an inch of inedible green ends.
Sewing displays by the girls were highly
commendable and the Five Minite

Address on ‘““Farm Organization” made-

a decided “‘hit” owing to th_e. neat wWay
in which the old-ine politicians were
touched up by the youthful orator and  his
references to Farmer's glubs,l lotgal mer-
chants and then the pen ing elections.
Since the fair numbers of the successful
exhibits have been suspended on -the
school walls for future observations
and the suggestion is here offered that
teachers should write out _plainly ‘on
foolscap sheets, complete lists of tb_e
winnings of their pupils in order to culti-
vate local school or community spirit.
An annual list of Red Letter (st prize)
winnings should certainly adorn the school
walls. The reports of judges on home
plots for which seed is furnished the
scholars by the Dept. of Agriculture,
ought also to be posted up. Trustees
could encourage this work with grants
for prizes, etc. 1
to pupils if their plots are not judged an
winners —given some recognition. 10
illustrate the great amount of effort
pupils and teachers may be aroused to
perform one school (Derwent) at the fair
In question made a record, winning more

than sixty awards. The drill competi- ¢

tion was a popular feature the red ribb;\)n
going to the Harrietsville School. An
old-fashioned, decorated plow leading

the Gladstone procession amused the

onlookers,

More About Clean Milk.

Last week we discussed in a somewhat
general way just what is meant by
producing clean milk, and showed how
bacteria and dust are the two worst

enemies of the farmer who wants to self
milk that is clean, pure and_healthflll.
Teachers and pupils in public SC_hoolls
could very easily arrange a_few simple
experiments to show how easily milk can
ecome impure through these agencies
and they would be very valuable ~be-
cause then it would be easy to actually
see what happens, .
The teacher could also as:k.several
pupils to bring milk from home in clean
bottles and describe the circumstances
under which each was secured. NO
doubt some would have been secured in
dusty stables of where the milkers
hands were wet. Some might have
been milked into small mouthed pails
and other farmers might have brushed
the cows off before milking. T‘hpse
different samples could be put into clean
bottles and watched to see which “'(’“!fl
remain sweet the longest. In the next
issue we shall outline more experiments.

It is not encouragins




