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A Rainy Day.
BY L. H. BAILEY.

The soft, gray rain comes slowly down,
Settling the mist on marshes brown,
Closing the world on wood and hill,
Drifting the fog down vale and rill:
The weed stalks bend with pearly drops,
The grasses hang their misty tops,
The clean leaves drip with shiny spheres
And fence-rails run with pleasant tears

Away with care! I walk to-day

In meadows wet and forests gray;

"Neath heavy trees with branches low,

'Cross splashy fields where wild things
grow,

Past shining reeds in knee-deep tarns,

By soaking crops and black-wet barns,

On mossy stones in dripping nooks,

Up raining pools and brimming brooks

With waterfalls and cascadills

Fed by the new-born grassy rills:

And then circle home across the lots

T'hru all the soft and watery spots.

Away with care! I walk to-day
In meadows wet and forests gray
From “Wind and Weather”
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by Charles Scribner’s Sons.

Reconstruction.
On the Side Roads and Concessions.
BY I. B. W
In many respects the world is entering
upon a new era. Much that was old and
decadent has been broken down by the
influx of a more democratic spirit and
higher ideals. Autocracy has been we ighed
in tho balance and found wanting, and

Tennyson’s prediction is about to come
true:

“Till the war-drums throbb'd no longer,
and the battle-flags were furl'd,
In the Parliament of man, the Federa
wn of the world.”
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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“(x\\c'\'mv one must not look for the
complete passing of the old order of
things and the inrush of the new all at
once. It will take time
needs be gradual to be secure.  Rome was
not butlt in a day, nor will the ideals for
which our soldiers fought and died b
achieved overnight. In order to build up
or reconstruct the (A)l!l!]lilllil\, ]»l«»\il\i«‘.
county, or empire requires the united
effort and thought of all classes of people.
No one class, cult, profession, or trade
holds a monopoly on ideas, suggestions,
or plans for the reconstruction which is
to make the world better than it wasin the
past. It requires the co-operation of all
and the weaving of the best thoughts and
plans into a fabric without flaws, and
one which will stand the wear of timc
Are we prepared to sink our little pre
judices, our opinions and ideas, for the
benefit of the whole state, or will the
individual stand out and demand what
he or she thinks is right, regardless of the
effect on the masses? The future alone
will tell how well we have learned to
forgive and forget and to work together
towards a common goal, a better Canada

a better world.  The result will depend
upon the action of the men and women
on the side roads and CONCessions, as
well as of those living on Wall Street
The individual may be insignificant, but
numerous individuals with a common

purpose become a powerful force for good
or ill

Readjustment

Reconstruction on the war-torn ficlds
of Belgium and Flanders embodics more
than reconstruction in Canada.There the
debris, the aftermath of war, must b
cleared away before the foundation for
the new structure can Dbe laid.  The
people have learned to depend upon their
neighbors for strength, and undoubtediy
in the new cra now ushered in will pull
together towards a common goal.  Here
we have a structure already under Wiy,
but during the vears since the foundation

was laid 1t has suffered many contortions,
and to-dav 1s badly warped in many

places. A\ remodelling is required, and
this is, in many respects, more dithceult
than building anew “Exery man for
himself” appears to have been the idea

imbedded in every man's thought; capital
has been made out of the other man's
NCCessIty ['he present scems to be an
opportunce time to change the old order
of things and to practice the golden rule
““Do unto others as you would that others
should do unto you.” 1If this had always
been adhered to there would not be the
friction between nations, between capital
and labor, between employer and em-
[\'u\u‘\y I\('ip_lll)()l\, between
father and son, that exists. Families
would not to-day be living in hovels:
there would be less class and race an-
tagonism. Let us profit by the mistakes
of the past and work for the betterment
of our country

between

Canada is cssentially an agricultural
country with vast arcas capable of pro-
ducing the finest of wheat and of raising
stock second to none. Owing to lack of
representative organization, tillers of the
soil have for many years not received their
just dues.  Prices of produce raised were
low, and the farmer was—and in many
respects 1s yet—at the mercy of the
dealers, packers, etc. Farm produce 1is
the only product placed on the market
for wiich the producer has no say in the
price received.  The farmer is forced to
take the price offered, and this price is
not alwavs such as to give him wages, let
alone profit.

LLow prices, long hours, few
home conveniences and the attitude of
the city man to the farm folk has resulted
i an exodws from farm to citv, there to

swell the demand for food while at the

same time reducing the supply FFood
prices have soared high as compared
with prices ten vears ago, hut compared

with the cost of \uw[vl\i‘-'rﬂ the Price 1s

not ver high cnough to permit the farmer
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I cities. Organi
» and the farmer
h(“l'k! In-our legislativ
.lxy-mljlu s more than in the past.. [ty
quires representation of occupation o
l»u\mrf\ according to the numbers ep.
gaged in such in order,  |f manufacturing
were l!l the ascendency then {h(.y would
be entitled to more of their class than the
farmers.  However, in Canada  where
agriculture is first, it is essential that more
real me-h sit 1n Parliament, and it i
encouraging to sce steps to this end b(‘ing
taken. Agricultural produce last year
was valued at many millions more than
manufactured goods. It is generally
admitted that Canada's future economy
and financial strength depends upon agri-
cultural development. Therefore, it is
important that everything possible be
done to put farming on a sound business
basis as regards production and marketing
To hold the young men and women on the
land the returns must be as remunerative
as in the city. This does not necessarily
mean higher prices of produce to the con-
sumer, but it does necessitate the farmer
getting a square deal from the manufac-
turers, transportation companies, middle-
men, etc., and that he plan his work so
as to get maximum returns for the labor
performed. On many farms there are
leaks which might be stopped, and steps
saved by a little planning. A study might
also be made of the farm, in order to
ascertain what that particular soil wil
produce to best advantage.  To continue
sowing a crop which at best gives but
small returns is POoor business, if a more
remunerative crop can be grown. Itis
imperative that the individual farmer
make a closer study of his business and
eliminate waste of time, efforts and land
so far as is advisable. It is possible but
improbable for some years at least for
farmers to be so organized as to b}t 10 a
position to set the price on all their pro-
duce. Owing to the uncertainty of pro-
duction, it would be dithcult to set a fair
price over a given arca that \\-(,u]dbef'alf
to all, as some farms are more produ.ctl\'(’
than others, and the elements are kinder
in some districts than in others. Organ-
ization is one of the chief cornerstones on
which the farmer must build ft;rthfUtur?
[t will not be all smooth sailing, as “e
have not learned to give and take as b
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