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understanding. The
conjunction in the text is cheerfully
significant. It says in effect: “Yon
may not be able wholly to keep vour-
self ‘unspotted from the world.” If
vou are not spotless, don’t despair.
A soiled soul is no barrier to heaven,
but a soul that erowds out the farthe-
less and the widow cannot enter the
Kingdom hecause the happiness, the
luxury, the matehless privilege of
assuaging the grief of the fatherless
and the widow is the greater part l'f o T hove 1 then, John,
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A bald ““belief’” is one thing and probably the last thing
that will save a man. A heart that finds its supreme satis
faction in lightening the burden of a neighbor’s sorrow is
quite another thing. Tt is not needful to explain it to one
who has experienced it and a world of explanation would
be wasted on the hide-bound slave to self because he has
not the means to comprehend it. Of course, what is here
called for does not begin and end with the ““fatherless and
the widow,’” but for our present purpose we are nailing it
down specifically to those vsho have lost husband and father
in the great war., We hav.: acinally visited more than one
hereaved home from which the light has been taken in the
person of one of the best men to whom God ever entrusted
the responsibility and the joy of husband and father. And
it is no strain upon the imagination to look into thousands
of other darkened sanetuaries in which mere human service
i of little avail.
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The widows and orphans shall have our
first and last thought. They touch us, at
the most responsive spot in human nature.
Language cannot express what it means to
that noble woman and those two sunny
young hearts we
have seen within a
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many thousands of
them and the end is
not in sight. Itisn’t
pnw“ill' to overdo
it in practical hu-
man sympathy at
such a moment, nor
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in any private or
national movement
projected in these times. For this
reason we have not a word to say in
support of certain eriticisms which
have been directed at the proposal of
the British Government to send 5,000
soldiers’ widows to Canada, under the
direccion of the Salvation Army. To
say the least, they are premature and
made without anything like full in-
formation as to what are the details
of the scheme. At the moment of
writing neither the British Govern-
ment nor the Salvation Army have
veached a final or even fairly comprehensive plan of the
proposal.

Any single provinee of Canada could take ecare of ten
thousand war widows and their children if the peoples’
heart. were reached. Moreover we need those British
matrons. What a bum back-yard would not Canada be to-
day had it not been for the women of the prairie homes!
All honor to the lads who have bravely ‘‘batched’’ it in their
comfortless wigwams, but what shall we say of the women
who subsequently turned these wigwams into little palaces,
peopled them with the finest race of self-helping heroes the
world has ever seen, and lifted those pioneer ‘‘hottentots’’
to an appreciation of clean-living, selfI respecting, prosper-
ous manhood? When we know more of what is proposed
we will exercise our right to say what we think of it. The
idea has our whole-hearted sympathy, and in any case ours
will not be of the nature of destructive eriticism.
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