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Japan is an island empire, just east 
of China and Korea, consisting of a 
chain of islands over two thousand
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annual increase is over half a million, 
which shows that the people are a vigor­
ous and healthy race.
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islands, Hokkaido, Hondo, Shikoku, and 
Kyushu, together with Formosa, acquired 
by Japan in 1895, as one result of the
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to prison and 
Now, for the 
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w Christ have been a mighty influen 
good, in the regeneration 
It is astonishing that they are so few in 
number, only 5,383, including 
and children. About two-thirds 
foreigners are Anglo-Saxons. One can 
readily estimate the amount of direct 
Christian influence, since, of these few 
thousands, 772 are Protestant mission- 

109 are Catholic, and four are 
probably 
eat missi
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war with China. The number of islands 
in the Japanese Empire nobody knows. 
Some are so small that they disappear 
in the time of floods. But those whose 
circumference is over two and one-half 
miles number 487. Because earthquakes 
and volcanoes have played such a prom­
inent part in the making of this empire, 
it is a land of wondrous beauty. These 
fearful age 
completed t 
still greeted wit

Bay. How beautiful is the slope of the 
peerless Fujiyama, rising 12,365 feet 
from the level of the ocean ! Every­
where in the land mountains, little and 
large, are in sight. They are partly cov­
ered with bamboo groves and 
amid which are innumerable cascades 
and waterfalls, while the valleys bejow 
are of every conceivable shape, continu­
ally delighting the eye with ever-vary­
ing beauty. It is this perpetual beauty 
that has made the people all lovers of 
the beautiful, which is reflected in their 
houses, their clothes, their gardens, and 
their household utensils.
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a constitutional 
fairy tale. It is 
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startled Japan out of her two 
and fifty years of sleep. In course of 
time numbers of distinguished Japanese 
were sent abroad, 
opened to the pov 
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they returned, they, with kindred spirits, 
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BRIGHT SPARKS.
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The policy of the reform 
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and the Imperial troops end 
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to Tokyo, and the Meijl Era (Era of 
Enlightenment) was ushered In by a 
proclamation in which It was declared 
that "state affairs shall he decided by 
a deliberative assembly," and “ know-

I.AND AND WEATHER.

There is comparatively little level 
ground in these islands. About one- 
sixth is under cultivation, and this is 
increasing year by year. The larger part 
of this arable portion is near the coast 
and less than one hundred feet above 
the sea level, so that a huge tidal w 
might easily sweep out of existence 
the great cities, and, indeed, half the 
population of the empire. The longest 
river in Japan Is far north, in Hokkaido, 
called Ishikari, 412 miles long, and the 
next largest is the Shlnano, 190 miles 
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dedPOINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Persecution In dol 
is the subject for 
Show that persecution has been one of 
the ever-present features of progress. 
Have some member prepare a ten-minute 
paper on the persecutions of early 
Methodism and their results. This will 
bring under brief review one of the most 
dramatic periods of Methodist history. 
Then have four members of the League 
develop In brief three-minute papers or 
talks, the four principal headings of the 
exposition above : (a) time of the arrest, 
(b) the prime movers, (c) motives for 
action, (d) unexpected results. Make 
clear that to serve Christ faithfully we 
must be full 

rsecution
which they r re presented.

a»uthe Lord's work 
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are dangerous in times of 
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banks, to the utter ruin 
within their sweep. Sometimes villages 
are Inundated and even swept away 
with their people. The climate is varied. 
There are cloudless spring days when 
the whole land blossoms out in beautiful 
colors, and harvest days, when glorious 

hills,
periods of cloudy 

weather continuing for weeks and even 
months. The heat in Central and South-
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but there 
and rainy

autumn tints cover the 
are also

length, telegraphs, 
houses, well-equipped navy, increasing 
manufactures, mark Japan as enterprls- 

progressive, and rivalling in a 
-d liable manner the Western

Ing and 
most ere 
nations of the world.

all over the lowlands, is In- 
oppreseive 
Added to 

y season is spread over the 
iths, and. once in a while,

Japan.
Our Leag 

the present year 
Japan. When the eye 
upon the Sunrise Ki 
be an added Interest In 
country and the people, as well as of the 
present condition and future prospects 
of Christianity in that land.
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the Forward Movement Missionary 
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A C.REAT FIELD.

What a magnificent field for the work 
of Christian missions ! The Methodist 
Church. Canada, has entered this field, 

gratifying and encouraging 
hieved. Our men and wromen.
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tains, above two thousand feet, the air 
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