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&/>e Beginner’s Pag'e
DepHTtracot Conducted by B. O. HAND

About Robbers and Robbing.
There Is nothing that will give the 

beginner, or any one else engaged in 
bee-keeping, more trouble In less time 
than a bad case of robbing. Where 
only a few hives of bees are kept there 
is seldom any danger, unless there be 
a larger apiary within half a mile or 
so, but It Is well for the beginner to 
know how to recognize it, when to ex­
pect It, and how to deal with It. In 
the first place, It Is comparatively easy 
to prevent an outbreak of robbing 
when one knows the habits and Inclin­
ations of bees fairly well; and In the 
second place It is pretty hard to cure a 
bad case so It will stay cured.

When the honey flows from clover 
and basswood comes to an end, all the 
bees which were working so hard at 
carrying home the nectar are suddenly 
thrown out of employment, and Imme­
diately commence looking about for 
something to do—for some new source 
from which to gather nectar, or honey, 
or anything sweet. An observant per­
son, who knows what he observes, can 
detect this state of affairs as soon as 
he approaches his apiary. Whereas, 
at the height of the honey-flow, the 
bees were going In and out of the hive 
in large numbers, wasting no time in 
standing about, but attending strictly 
to business, when the flow slackens 
fewer bees will be seen at work, and 
there will be more of a tendency to 
loaf around on the alighting board and 
the front of the hive. When the hive 
Is opened It will be seen that there are 
many more bees at home than when

the flow was good, and they will prob­
ably be In not so good humor and show 
more inclination to sting. When the 
honey-flow stops completely, as It does 
In many localities In early August the 
above symptoms are more pronounced. 
Very few bees will be at work In the 
fields, though the hives will be over­
flowing with them. Though there Is 
nothing to be had from the flowers, 
there ‘are always a certain number of 
bees on the wing, looking for the nec­
tar which Is no more to be found where 
they have been gathering it. These 
bees will be observed nosing around 
the hives, looking for a chance to gel 
in and secure a load of the honey 
which they can smell and know Isl 
there. They poke all around their 
neighbors’ hives, and fly down close[ 
to the entrances, Jumping quickly awi 
when the bees on guard on the alight­
ing board try to catch them. Not a| 
great many bees will be seen at thii 
work, but just one here and there. Ill 
every hive is well populated, there wll| 
be no trouble, for a robber-bee canm 
steal honey from a comb protected b| 
the bees that own it—that Is, a low 
robber cannot, and the would-be rol 
bers travel alone at this stage of tl 
game. But let any honey be left whel 
these prowling bees can get a tail 
whether it be in a hive having so ft 
bees that they cannot properly proti 
their combs, or In a comb left standll 
outside a hive while the bee-keeper 
working at the colony, or In su| 
combs from which the honey has 
extracted and just the drippings
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