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To beginners perhaps, more than to 
any other class of bee-keepers, It Is 
necessary to say, give the bees during 
the spring time a wholesome letting 
alone rather than be everlastingly 
looking at them. A child of an lnves- 
tlgatl'-; turn of mind (you know the 
children are all that or something else 
wonderful. In the estimation of their 
foolish parents) will sow seed and then 
scratch It up to see how it is getting 
on. The beginner In poultry rearing 
will often remove the hen and see how 
the eggs are getting along, and so the 
beginner In bee-keeping with the same 
disposition shining through it all, is in­
clined to open, at seasonable and un­
seasonable Intervals, the hive and pull 
the sitting bees off the eggs and do 
more or less damage. How few bee­
keepers really realize that in the combs 
is going on a process in many respects 
similar to that In the poultry yard. As 
the hen deposits eggs so does the queen 
each in Its nest, by nature the hen’s 
eggs are left in the nest until a suffi­
cient quantity is laid and then hatch­
ed, but the egg deposited by the queen 
at once begins the hatching process, or 
rather, period of incubation. Just as 
the egg of the hen requires a certain 
temperature to have this Incubation 
carried on, so does the egg of the 
queen. You can take this egg, or bet­
ter, a piece of comb containing the 
eggs immediately after the queen has 
laid them, remove them from the hive 
and after a limited period return them 
to a hive and thus prolong the egg- 
stages very materially. Of course, the 
eggs will become stale, dry out and be

useless. Conditions more or less fav­
orable will prolong or lessen the period 
after which it will still hatch but the I 
comparison is striking. The egg ordln- | 
arily hatches three days after deposit­
ing, when laid they stand pretty well 
on end, that end being stuck to the 
base of the cell. The end of the egg 
at liberty gradually sinks and at the 
end of the third day almost lies on its 
side, when It hatches. This informa­
tion is of value in telling the age of 
the egg, and also in detecting other 
conditions In the hive. Who can tell 
us what becomes of the shell or outer 
covering of the egg ?

We have now the little larvae froml 
the eggs or grubs requiring most care-1 
ful nursing and they have to be kepll 
warm continually. Being so small andl 
delicate, they are easily Injured ; thl 
young bee keeps on developing, a work! 
er bee emerging from the cell 21 days 
from the time the egg was deposited! 
in the latter period of developmerj 
previous to the 21st day the young bet 
develops a good deal of warmth itsel 
and actually helps to keep the hlv 
and its contents warm. Few conside 
this, and yet how many have see 
young bees emerge from the com 
days after It has been taken from tb 
hive, and after the younger brood hi 
perished owing to the reduced temper! 
ature. In building up weak stocks thfj 
(which should be done with great can 
the brood to give Is not that in tbl 
uncapped condition or even that In tlj 
early capped, but such as is almoj 
ready to emerge from their cradle. Bi 
to return to the brood, much han 
may be done by exposure during co 
weather, and while I admit that an e: 
pert bee-keeper can, at times, assi 
his bees by manipulation, the begin» 
is more likely to do harm than good.! 
least until settled warm weather 

Again, how much damage is done I 
the improper return of combs to II 
hive. I know this has been mention!


