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The  correspondent  of the  Belfast
Witness draws attention to the fact that
Aberdeen, the Lond Lieutenant of | ~
lund, accompanied by the Countess ot

serdeen, paid a visit to the General
Assembly of (he Irish Presbyterian
church at its lasy meeting.  The cor-
respondent intimates that he is the first
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland who ever at-
teuded a meeting of that assembly and
adds: “The men who have held the Lord
Licutenancy have not, as a rule been men
with any interest in or sympathy with
Presbyterianism.  The present Lord Lieu-
tenant has both. He is himself a Pres.
byterian elder and has always shown a
desive to identify himself with  Presby-
terianism in all parts of the world in
which he has held  official Wpsitions,”
These complimentary references to Earl
Aberdeen wiil be appreciated by the peo-
ple of Canada, who have lively and pleas-
ant recollections of his sojourn in Can-
ada as Governor-General, altogether, irre-
spective of their eccliastical aftiliations,

Goo. words about the rule of Great
Britain, or anything British are 50 intre-
quent in the United States press, that
we are glad to quote from the “Journal
and  Messenger” this reference. “It s
lnteresting o compare  the lustory
of Uganda, in East Africa, un-
der  British  rule, with that of the
Cougo  country, opening from the
west, under the rule of the unspeakable
King of Belgium. The civilizad workl
bas been shocked by the barbarities of
the Belgians on  the Congo, and
many of the most serious charges are
reported by the few missionaries. In
Uganda the government has been the
best. England has completed a railroad
from the ocean to Lake Victoria, The
people have become Christianized and
bave already built 60O churches at their
own cost.  Thousands of natives are buy-
ing Bibles, and hundreds of them go
cut as missionaries and teachers to their
own people, and even into neighboring
government.”  Kgypt is another country
in which the beneficence of British rule
is in marked contrast to the conditions
which prevailed in that country under
the Sultan and Khedive,
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CHINA'S FUTURE.

Al obsvvers, Chinese and loreign,
ogree that s 18 a period of tremendous
duportance,  writes  Joseph  krankuu
Griggs i the Century. LThe reforms ol
today way make rapia strides, or a reac-
Lou way set in dgaiusl @ progress lor
which the land seews scarcely ready. It
s uot to be supposed that* such sirides
will not tread down some whose influ-
chice lust be reckoned with, ‘Lhe largw
uumber o1 teachers whose vaunted learn-
ing bus thus beeu negatived will be tue
lirst to teel the pressure. Fitted tor no-
thing clse, o proud to WOrk, It employ-
went could  be offered 1o them, thar
weans ol Livelihood will be taken away.,
Will it be without a protest. Wul wne
wellknown  peace-loving prochiviues  or
the Chinese people carry thew througn,
or shall we see riot and bloodshed: Wil
the moral stamina of the relormers stand
the fest ol increased opportuwity  lox
bower and ambition?

The bistory of other nations leads us
to think that troublous tuues of oue de-
gree or another will follow in the wake of
these chauges, At all events it is tre
mendously nteresting. Lhe former Presis
dent of one of our wvensilies, now a
resident of China, whose grasp on sociv-
logical problems is thorough and whose
insight 15 keen, say that trow the stlanu-
point of absorbing interest he would
rather live the next twenty-five years in
China than to have lived in any other
land during any hity years of its history.
Now that the eyes of the world are leav-
ing the seas of Japan and the battletields
ol Manchuria, they will in all probability
fiud a new fixation point not far away,
which will rivet their attention for years
to come. The interest which Russia will
share with China will, 10 a great extent,
trace Jts origin to similar causes.
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Rev. Dr. W, Howe, of Cawbridge,

aee., Who recently rounded out a cen-
taty of life, spoke recently at a meeting
of Boston Baptist ministers, Naturally
the centenarian’s thoughts turned to the
past, and he spoke of eome of the con-
trasts between the former days and the
present.  He remarhed  especially upoil
the loss of the New England Sabbati.
“In the earlier days of Dr. Howe's work
in Boston,” says the Watchmau, “it was
the rule to find the people in the church-
ts on Sunday. The great change in this
tespect has made o very marked and un-
lavorable impressior on” Dr. Howe's mind.
The crowds on S nday now are not in
the churches but ut the beaches and in
the country, travelling by boat and train
and automobile and bicycles. The pres-
eut condition is too wellknown to re-
quire extended statement. The change is
to be devlored not only for itseli, but
because it indicates a changed attitude ot
the people toward religion. It must be
said, however, that the change 1s not so
much in the people as in the make-up of
the population. In the early days of Dr,
Howe's residence in Boston the popula-
tion was very largely Protestant and of
Anglo-Saxon blood. At present the large
majority is of mixed races and certaiuly
not Protestant. Those who have come
from Europe have simply brought their
veligion or lack of religion and their dis-
regard of the Sabbath with them. They
have not changed except as to the place
of their residence. 1f the populavion of
Bosten could be reduced to the same pro-
portion of Protestant and Anglo-Saxon
elements as seventy years ago not so much
change in church-going habits would be
noticed. Nevertheless the situation calls
for very earnest thought and carejul
dealing that what remaine of the old New
England Sabbath should be preserved.”
This view of the Sabbath Question is cal-
culated to draw the attention of our
people to the sinister influence which
some of the immi rom til i
Europe may have upon Sabbath obsery-
ance in Canada.
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He who lays out each day with prayer
leaves it with praise.

Penitence is the forerunner of forgive-

ness. It is John the Baptist crying in
the wilderness.
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THE LORD'S DAY ACT.

The prolonged slru that took place
in the House of Comuwns on the Lord's
Day Act is very siguiticant, While a
substantial majority of the members prov-
ed faithtul i standiog by the priuciple of
the measure and in resisting amendments
that were  calculated to emasculute the
Lill, the coutention - of a considerable num-
ber ot the people s cepresentatives indicat-
ed that they were more anxious to guard
the great radway and other corporations
- their determination to secularise the
Lowds Duy than they were to maintain
its integrity and benelicence as a day for
rest and worship.  Their fear that the
greal corporativis might in sowme way or
other be injured by an enactment design-
ed 1o maintain the Divine law in its -
gty wud protect the working men of
Canada i their enjoyment of the day of
rest, was almost pathetic.  They did not
seem Lo have very much, if any, considera-
uon for the toiling  milions who are
called upon to work ».ci days in the
week inorder that ailliovaires and the
worshippers of M Ily should
draw their dividends aud  pile up the
wealth that is so dear to their hearts,

A uumber of members from  the pro-
vinee of Quebec, we regret to say, made
i very plam that they wanted to estab-
lish in Canada what is known as the *“Con-
tinental Sunday” ot Europe, converting
the Lord's Day into a  day of pleasure.
Their action 15 something of a surprise,
in view ol the strong ground taken by
the Roman Catholic clergy of that pro-
Vince in delence of the Sabbath as a day
of rest and worship,  This at a time when
iu several countries of Contivental Kur-
ope the people arve agitating for relief from
Lhe grinding exactions ol o system which
has practically couverted them into hu-
wan “beasts of burden,” deprived them
of the rest which the Creator declared
should be their inalienable right, and pre-
veuted enjoying the religious privileges
which every human being craves in some
form or other. We are driven to the
conclusion that there are more people in
Canada than many of us ever believed who
are quite ready to destroy the Lord's Day
of the Word of God and give us a day
of pleasure and jollitication, involving a
degree of il on the Sabbath whick is the
very opposite  of  healthful rest and as
grinding in its operation as alwost any
form of servile labor,

The one thing that is clear, as indicat-
ed by the tone of the debate in the Llouse
of Commons on the Lord's Duy Act, is that
the Chnistian, the moral and law-abiding
people of Canada must maintain an atu-
tude of “eternal vigilance and ceaseless,
well-directed agitation, if they are to re-
tain und enjoy for themselves and their
children the priceless heritage given them
by the Creator in the Sabbath—one day
in seven for rest and worship.  Let there
be no mistake about the situation, The
worshippers of Mamwon and the admir-
ers of the goddess of pleasure are deter-
mived, if they can, to secularise the Sab-
bath and deprive the people of the day of
test estublished for them by an all-wise
and benelicent Creator,  7The people ot
Canada have the greatest moral and so-
cal battle of their lives ahead of them.

BE WINSOME IN CHURCH WORK.

Winsome Christians are a godsend to
a church. There are too many sour-fac-
ed, solemn Christians in the chure
Fault finding, evil speaking,  criticism—
these are the shadows that creep over u
congregation,  embittering  the pastor’s
beart,  Be a winsome Christian in the
church cirele, Say nice things about peo-
ple. Take up the church work and work-
ers. Tell the pastor that his sermon help-
ed you. Give people eredit for what they
are trying to do. Winsomeness 15 cons
tagious. It catches like a smile and passes
from one to another. The church i too
funereal in all its services and arrange-
ments. It needs more sunshine and vong.
Be winsome in church work.—Ex,
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