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THE MININ(

coal supply and thereby closing down the smelters of
West Kootenay and shutting down all the quartz mines,
which will throw thousands of our fellow workmen
out of employment and practically
industry

stop the wheels of
Realizing all this, the emplovees of the
Crow’s Nest I"ass Coal Company have done evervthing
in their power during these months that theyv hay
been working under protest to get the company to ad
just their grievances without a strike

Ihe foregoing represents as near as possible the

questions in dispute and we think anv fair-minde
person will conclude that the grievances of the !
are by no means all imaginary. It is, for exampl
abominable system where a man may obtain a favoured
posttion in a mine and so earn a ver I hi
another equally competent can only make a pittance b
bheing ol ed to work in a less favoured spot |
while, the strike at Fernie has ralized the meta
mining industry in the whole of Southern Drit (
lumbia, and unless steps are ken to pr
currence of these continual labour trouble
never look forward to a period  of p
perity I'he public shonld be informed at (
really responsible for the present calamitous state of
affairs
- &
CANADIAN LEAD AND LEAD TARTI
HE Canadian Smelting Works at Trail have
stalled an electrolyvtic lead refining i ]

1s now in successful operation, and as the process ha
proved to be more e~onomical than the old zine desil
verisation procs ss universally used in the United State

md to a large extent in Furope, this clectrolvtic re

fmery will imm

ely be enlarged to handle the h

silver and gold) output of Canada. Un
fortunately the present output of bullion in British Co
lumbi

lion (lead,

s not sufficient to enable anv refinery to earn
the full amount of the Government hounty, namels
$5.00 per ton on 20,000 tons of refined lead per vear
I'his bounty cannot strictly be considered in the same
light as a protection upon lead, as it was mainly for the
purpose of offsetting an indirect hounty upon refining
in the United States amounting to something over $3.00
per ton of lead produced. The lead smelting and refin
ing industries now having heen established, furnish
ing competition in the purchase of lead ores, it now
remains with the Government to secure for the lead
miner the home market for the sale of his lead at prices
which will enable him to make a profit upon the large
amounts of money expended in lead mining in Dritish
Columbia and elsewhere, and also to secure for Canada
an industry which may develop into an extremely large
and important one, namely the corroding of lead, pro
ducing white lead, red lead, litharge orange, etc.

The present injustice of the Canadian tariff, so far
as the lead miner is concerned, is due to the fact that

he pays for practically everything which he purchases
on the basis of 25 per cent. to 35 per cent. duty, where

as in the sale of his product, which from his standpoint
is a manufactured or finished product, there is but 15
per cent. protection less the differential of one-third,
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"'.AI\HIQ a net of 10 per cent, or ;||r;rl~\m1.(lr§\ S;.,un
per ton of lead. On white lead, which represents the
main consumption of pig lead, the protection is but
5 per cent, less a third, making 3 1-3 per cent, net, or
.‘.H.r‘-\\m;m-!\ $2.00 per ton, in other words, not only
has he far less protection in the sale of his product
than he has upon the articles which he must purchase,
bhut in the case of his purchases the difierential duty is
not effective, the prices being made practically by the
nited States, whercas in the sale of his product the
ditferential of one-third is effective and fixes his selling
price

It nteresting to compare the protection accorded
ldaho miners working under similar conditions and
n practically the same general mineral deposits as in
ihia, and it will be noticed that the Drit

h Columbia miner has a protection upon his pig

British Colu

| of £5.00 per ton, wlile the United States miner
has a protection of 2 1-8 cents per pound, or $j42.50
per ton, a net protection in favour of the United States
ner of $37.50 lead, which takes

g In the case of white lea

( catest amount of the lead production, the com

s worse, the United States protection being

50, while the Canadian

rotection is only <hbout $2,00 per -4, maki

-8 cents per pound, or §357

1 a net

difference in favour of the Unite! States miner of

hout 855.50 per ton of white lead. The relative du
ties, therefore, on pig lead between the United States

and  imada, are
nited States 842 50
Canada 5 00

n favour of the United States miner $37 50

which amounts to $18.00 or 820,00 per ton of lead ore

mtaining from 50 per cent. to 6o per cent. in lead.

I'ao be entirely fair to the DL C. producer of lead,

| large amounts in

as well as others who have investe
that country in its development, it would be no more
than fair to start upon a basis of charging 2 cents per
pound duty upon pig lead and 3 cents per pound duty

upon white lead, the other le:

1 industries consuming

ad or white lead to receive a protection over and

thove these figures an amount equal to their present

protection,  Duties of this kind would immediately
have the effect of stimulating mining in Dritish Co
lnmbia, increasing its smelting and refining industries
to a great extent, being the means of establishing an
entirely new industry, that of the corroding of lead in
Canada, and would otherwise directly and indirectly
give employment to a large number of men and the
emplovment of

a greatly increased amount of capital.
Ihis would be a marked contrast to the present state
of affairs, when Dritish Columbia producers of lead
have now large quantities of pig lead on hand which
they are unable to dispose of at several dollars per ton
less than a London price, which is only about $48.00
per short ton, while Mexican bullion, the product of
Mexican smelters and Mexican mines, is being refined
and corroded in bond in New York and vicinity, be-
ing shipped into Canada in the form of white lead.
The Canadian producer of pig lead can now dispose
of but 3,000 to 4,000 tons of pig lead in Canada, due




