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y LIAR DROPPED DEAD

REV. DR. TALMAGE EMPHASIZES THE
SYORY OF ANANIAS.

"ASCINATION OF THE GRUESOME
!

P of the A hty’s Wrath in
the Case of Sapphira, Wife of Ananias,
Who Jeined in the Premeditated Lie
te God, Further Furnishes a Ferpetual
Warning Against Falsehoed in Every
Form.

Enlered accerding to Act of Parliament of Can-

ada, in the year 1903, by William Baily, of To=
nnt.onn mi Dep't of Agricuiture. Otlawa.

Chicago, Aug 30.~In this sermon
the preacher ° inculcates the duty of
truthfulness “ in all the relations of
life—in business, in politics, in our
social intercourse and our religion.
His text is Acts v, 8 ‘“‘Tell me
whether ye sold the land for so much?
And she said, Yea, for so much.”

Morbid curiosity is to the eye what
gossip is to the ear. The gruesome,
the hideous, the diseased, the appall-
ing, are objects at which some of us
never tire of looking. Let a poor
workman tumble from a scaffolding
and have his brains bespattered upon
the city pavements below, or let a
helpless washerwoman, staggering un-
der her load of clothes, be crushed by
the truckman’s wheel, or a drunken
human brute be battered by a police-
man’s club and the crowds will col-
lect as rapidly as do carrion eating
birds at the scent of a carcass. All
day long a steady stream of sight-
seers passes in and out of the Par-
isian morgue. The more bloated and
deformed the corpses the stronger the
fascination and the bigger the crowd.

Such is the scene of my text. There
is great excitement in Jerusalem.
‘The agitation is spreading every-
where. As the people are rushing
along toward a common centre some
bystander asks a runner, ‘“What is the
matter?”’ ‘““Why,”” answers he, ‘“‘“hav-
en’t you heard the news? You know
Ananias, who used to live next door
to me? He was my dearest neighbor.
Well, Peter was preaching this morn-
ing near the teinple. He took up a
collection for the poor. Ananias
came forward and laid his contribu-
tion at the feet of the apostle and
pretended that he had given all his
money to the church. He wanted to
appear well before his fellow church
members. But Ananias told a false-
hood. He had not given all, as he
had pledged himself to do, but had

kept back part of the money for his )

own use. Then Peter raised his fing-
er toward heaven and said, ‘Ananias,
thou hast not lied unto men, but un-
to God.” Immediately Ananias clut-
ched at his heart, He gave one
shriek and dropped dead. Come on;
let us go up and see what is next
going to happen.’’

These two men rush on toward the
temple: They come to the outskirts
of a great throng. There the multi-
tudes are crowding and pushing and
jostling their neighbors and trying to
get near to the speaker. Suddenly
the cry is raised, ‘“Make way, make
way!’’ The sea of human faces sur-
ges to the right and to the left. Ev-
ery head uncovers. The murmur of
many voices is hushed to the silence
of the tomb. Slowly and solemnly
down through the open pathway come
the pallbearers, carrying between
them a shrouded form. For, ‘‘the
young men arose, wound him up and
carried him out and buried him.’’

Hardly had the noise of the shuf-
fling feet ceased when a newcomer, a

woman, began to elbow her way
through the crowd. She asks the
& people as .she pushes along: ‘‘What

is the
No one answers.
do not hear hgr, but they do. As
soon as she passes along many an
eye is moist, many a lip quivers.
““God pity her! God pity her!’’ This
is Sapphira, the wife of the dead
rjurer. She is her husband’s con-
ate in the premeditated lie. As

as Peter sees her he points to

e pile of silver and gold and says
unto her, ‘“Woman, tell me whether
ye sold the land for so much?’ And

matter? Is any one hurt?”’

They pretend they

BLe says, or s0 wuen,
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as a flash the lightning of God’s
wrath struck. ‘“Then fell she down
strajghtway at his feet and yielded
up the ghost, and the young men
came in and found her dead, and,

carrying her forth, buried her by her
husband.’”” Such is the Bibical des-
cription of two capital punishments.
The record stands there on the sac-
red page as a perpetual warning
against falsehood, an object lesson,
terrible and e\remplary of the divine
attitude towards all kinds of lies and
untruths and prevarications and in-

tentional distortions and misrepre
sentations, wherever they may be
found.

To catalogue some of the equivoca-
tions by which the Ananiases and the
Sapphiras of the present day pervert
the truth is the purpose of this ser-
men. We would prove that business
lies and social lies and political lies
and parental lies and ehurch lies can
never be clothed in white and called
““white lies.”” Everv falschood is
covered with the black pall of death
—black as the darkness of the bot-
tomless pit. We would try to do this
hecause there is a theory abroad that

some lies are innocent and respect-
able and that there is no harm if
their black garments hang in the

wardrobes of honest men.
Falsehoods in the business world:
They nest and thrive especially well
in the haunts of barter and gain.
They greet you at the opened doors
of owr large department stores. They
pictorialize themselves in circulars
and newspaper advertisements which
are sent broadcast over the cities
and countrv districts. They pose in
fictitious reports of our large corpor-
ations and exaggerate the annual
dividends. They have for their pass-
ports white slips of paper, purporting
to represent bona fide stock, whereas
the gold and silver and copper mines
are purelv imaginary. They enthrone
themselves in the ‘‘pits’’ of the pro-
duce exchanges. They finger the kevs
of the telegraph instruments when
the breadstufls are about to be cor-

nered. They. are just as much at
home with the wholesale manipulator
as with the retail dealer, with the
great capitalist as with the humble
trader seated behind the counter of
the little country store. We have all
felt upon our hot cheeks the baleful
touch of their infectious breath. They
ride down with us when we go shop-
ping in the morning. "They come
home with us when we turn our backs
upon the glass offices at night.
Falsehoods in the business world!
They figure not only in the transac-
tions of buyers and sellers, but in
the declarations of the taxpayver.
Here comes the county assessor. How
much is your property Worth? “Oh "
you answer, if a farmer, ‘‘not much.
I hardly made a living off the place
last year. My crops barely met ex-
penses. The house is simply a ‘white
élephant’ on my hands. I would get
rid of it if I could. Put it down,
say, for $3,000.”” The assessor de-
parts. About six months later a
railroad corporation wishes te have
the right of wav through your prop-

erty. The representative of that
road comes to you. ‘‘How much is
your property worth?’’ ‘‘Oh,”’ you

answer, “‘I do not want to sell under

any conditions. This is the finest
farm land in all this region, Be-
sides, the place has for me a senti-

mental as well as an intrinsic value.
My father was borm here. My chil-
dren were born here. Well, if I must,
I must. That farm and that old
homestead are worth at least $10,-
000. They are cheap at that.’’ There

are your two answers, Why the
discrepancies? Why did you make
one statement to the assessor and

another to the railroad corporation?
Did you lie first? Did yeu lie last?
Did you lie both times?

Falsehoods in the political world!
Oh, how many! Like the seventeen
year locusts, they never entirely de-
part from a region. They, however,
swarm most at certain seasons of the
year. They are especially numerous
and virulent at election times. The
ballot box is their footstool. Political
falsehood will take the record of the
purest and best public man that ever
lived an& absolutely bedaub it over
with scandals and false accusations.
But though the concocters and utter-
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pracﬂct is vast,
he’s never at fault,

ers of political falsehoods may never
tire of blackguarding and misrepre-
senting public men, the acme of mean-
ess is only reached when, without just
cause they drag into the political
mire the ,wives and the children of the
men whom they would indirectly at-
tack. In this generation the family of
any public man is never able, like
Caesar’s wife, to live above suspicion.
Ah, then, I wonder pot that some pub-
lic men become bitter and lose their
faith in mankind. I wonder not that
many a public man is tempted to
carry his political hatreds down tc¢
the grave. God pity the honest wun
who' in public life is havine his heant
gashed open by the attacks mad:
upon the characters of his loved one:

Truly, then, as at the cross, an ‘un

grateful people are offering him a
crown of thorns instead of a crow:
of treasured gold.

A lie is a lie, against whulnsoe:«
told. A lie is especiallv cowuiGi
when it is told against public men-
especially cowardly because 1ur (i«
most part the victimas must writl,
and twist under the jusitnuating ot
poisonous attack and suficr
lence. The nature of a lie is nw
changed by harnessing it to a cuan
fying adjective, mor is a political i
less heinous than other lies. A i
told to besmirch a political candi-
date or to benefit a political purts
is an offence in the sight of Cod
which will have to be accounted io:
in the day of judgment. ‘““All lig
—there are no exceptions to this rule
—‘‘all liars shall have their part i
the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone, which is the
death.’”

Falsehoods in the social world!
Why? Because, as lba\ld in his haste
grossly dec lared ““All men are
liars?’’ Oh, no. Be(‘uui( most people
would intentionally and deliberately
rob an innocent man of his char-
acter as a sncak thief might snatch
a woman’s pocket-book and run? Oh.
no: but because most people would
rather hear ill of their neighbors
than good Therefore when a false-
hood is once started about a neigh-
bor it travels on with seven league
boots, and instead of having one
emissary it gradually enlists ten,
twenty, fiftv, a thousand persons to
peddle its evil and transmit its de-
stroying venom.

Social falschoods are prevalent ev-
erywhere. How are we to guard
against them? I'irst ana 1oremont, by
not making ourse I\(l a medium for
their propagation. As aspersion on
a man’s character, once started, is
passed from - lip to lip until the
whole community hears it. DBut the
calumny, often undeserved, unbm be
stopped by thc observation of a sim-
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second

ple rule. Never belicve any evil
rumor,”” my father said, ‘‘vou may
hear against your neighbor. Never

believe it unless you have positively
heard the evil confession from the
man’s own lips, and even then you
must hope there is some mistake
about it’”* Never allow vyourself to
listen to any maligner of an inno-
cent man’s life and thereby make
vourself a party in the crime. Never
allow your imperfect memory to
transmit what idle gossipers and
scandal mongers may revel in. A
fatal lie, like a wolf in sheep’s clo-
thing, sometimes attempts to robe
itself in the garments of sincerity,
But by the execution of the two fals-
ifiers of my text we know that God
will condemn us when we repeat an
evil report against our neighbors un-
less we positively and without any
peradventure know that what we say
is true

Falsehoods in the parental world!
We would have broadened this head-
ing and called it ‘‘falsehoods in the
doinestic world”” but for one reason.
When a husband deceives his wife or
a wife her husband they do it delib-
erately and premeditately. They do
it with theiv eyes wide open, and
they fully realize the enormity of
their sins and toward what destruc-
t've rocks they are leading. Dut
thovgh a father never tells a false-
hood to his martigl compenion with-
Aut forethought, that parent may

thoughtlessly fall into the habit of
deceiving his children. They are so
young. He thiuks they ¢o not re-
member and do not understand. The
same law applies to the wife as well
as to the husband. The mother
some day, wearied by tbe perpetual
racket, says to her child, ‘‘Now,
Harry, if you will go to bed this af-
ternoon and take a nice long nap I
will take you out for a ride this
evening.”” The child goes to bed
without a murmur. When evening
comes the mother wishes to do some-
thing else. The ride is postponed.
What is the result? She deliberately
breaks her promise. She falsifies be-
cause she does not think it necessary
to be honest with her child.

The father comes to the side of the
invalid’s crib aud says, “Now, my
son, if you are patient and goed and
will take your medicines as you
ought, when you get well I will give
you a bicycle or a watch or a print-
ing press or a scroll saw.’”’ The sick
boy thinks and dreams about that
coming present. But when the child
gets well the bills begin to come in.
The doctor’s bill and the druggist's
bill and the trained nurse’s bill stag-
ger the father. He neglects his pro-
mise, or he says: ‘‘I cannot afford
that bicycle now. You must wait,
my 8cn; you must wait awhile.’’
That night the mother says to her
husband: ‘‘Husband, do yeu think it
is right not to give the boy his
present? R ber, you promised
him.”” ‘‘Oh,’”” says the father, ‘he
is only a child and will soon forget
it.”’ Will he forget your promise?
Never, man, never! A’ child’s mind
and heart are likeé the rolls of a
phonomhic instrument. Every
time you speak into a child’s ear the
roll of memory receives an indenta-
tion. b:neil;l"bhn. vour human voice
may st ut these ry rolls
will speak forth the ncm ydur
broken promisés. I tell you candid-
ly I would sooner lis to any being on
earth than to one of my own
children. If I He to Mlutonlv
destroy myself,

I

mean$ many oOf us are weexiy and
daily breaking the public pledges we
have made to God. Take, for in-
stance, that promise which vou made
when you joined the church. Have
you kept it? Every Sunday night at
the close of the meetings the mem-
bers of hundreds and thousands of
Christian Endeavor services are re-
peating the Christian Endeavor
pledge, ‘I promisc him that I will
strive to do whatever he would like
to have me do; that I will make it
she rule of my life to pray and read
the Bible every day and to support
my own church in every way, es-
pecially by attending all her regular
Sunday and’ midweek services, unless
prevented by seme reasom which I
can comscientiously give to mv Sav-
iour.” Do all the young people read
the Bible every day and conscien-~
tiously try to attend the midweek
church services? Are they simply
perjuring themselves to Gbd with
their lips? Are they trying, con-
scientiously trying, to live up to the
teachings of the beautiful motto, “‘It
is bhetter to be than to seem?’’ Re-
member, the perjurers of my text
were destroyed because they were
making a false statement to the
church. Many and many church mem-
ber who deliherately at the church al-
tars continue to lie to God and con-
tinue te break the promises which
they are making Sunday after Sun-
day must answer to God for their
sins as Ananias and Sapphira had to
answer.

Thus, my friends, the whole trend
of this sermon is to prove that ev-
ery word we utter, whether true or
false, that word shall never die. It
shall at last meet us at the judgment
seat of God and make us explain why
we ever let it come forth from owur
lips. It is to prove that God does
not have one language for the week-
day and another for Sunday. The
Paphlagonian pigeons were said to
have had twe hearts, but no human
mortal can have two hearts. A man
cannot have the honest tongue with
which he speaks to God and another
false tongue with which he talks te
his fellow men. The Bible distinct-
ly and emphatically states that
Christians must (ome forth out of
the sinful world and separate them-
selves from it. In no way can this
be done better than by speaking the

Christian language or straightfor-
ward truth. Are we ready to spezk
that truth, wherever it may be
found?

But there is just one little sugges-
tion I would like to make hefore 1
close. Remember, a lie is not al-
ways told with the lips. It can also
be spoken by the hand and the foot.
The last words my father ever wrote
in his study were there, ‘‘The Lang-
uage of Action.”” They were to be
the caption of the ..ext sermon he
intended to write. Beware, oh, man,
that when you attempt to speak in
this ‘‘language of action’’ you shall
not oniy have an honcst tongue, but
a truthiul hand and a truthful smile,
a truthful shrug of the shoulders, a
truthful foot and alsv, very impera~
tively, a truthful silence. There is a
time to speak. There is also a time
to keep still. But if a man keeps
still when he ought to speak then
silence itself may sprak in the thun-
derous tones of the loudest affirma-
tives or of the loudest negatives. lLet
you life in all 1ts parts be ‘"yea,
yea,”” and ‘‘nay, nay.” Some in-
sects have a thousand eyes. The hu-
man being by the ‘‘language of ac-
tion”” may have a thousand tongues.
These worship either at the altar of
truth or at the satanic shrine cf end-
less [alsities.

WHAT THUUSARDS SAY

The Great Cry of Those Who Have
Been Relieved from the Miseries of
Dyspepsia by Dodd’s Dyspepsia Tab-
lets. i
“I cannot say emough in favor of

Dodd's Dyspepsia Tablets.”

That’s what Miss Gusty V. Camp-
bell, of Litile Shippegan, Gloucester
Co.,, N. B, says, and it's whad thou-
sands of others are saying every day.
They can give you iheir reasons for
saying it, too. Miss Campbell gives
hers as follows :

“I suffered from Dyspepsia for two
months and was alwags geiting worse
till reading of cures by Dodd's Dys-
pepsia Tableis led me to try them.
One box cured me completely and 'I
can honestly recommend Dodd's Dys-
pepsia Tablets to all who are suffer-
ing from Dyspepsia.”

It is cunes like this nm have made
Dodd’s Dyspepsia Tablets :a house-
hold word throughout Canada. They
promptly relieve the aches and pains
of Dyspepsia; they drive away the
despondency that is one of the worst
features of this :too common com-
plaint. But they do more, They cure
Dyspepsia once and for all. You can’t
find a Dyspeptic who has ever used
Dodd’s Dyspepsia Tablets. R
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Taken st Mis Word.

Parson Jones—DBrother Muchcash, I
have called to ask you to subscribe
£50 to our missionary fund.

Brother Muchcash— Well — er—I'1l
thin’ it over, and—

Parson Jones—Ah, Brother Much-
cash, he gives twice who gives quick-
ly, you know,

Brether Muchcash—Does, eh? Well,
here’s £25 quick. Twice twenty-five
is fifty, I believe. Glad to accommo-
date you. Good day.—London News,

A little Sunlight Soap will clean
cut glass and other articles until |
they shine and sparkle. Sunlight
Soap will wash other things than

ones | :
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‘choir singers bave ia lofty way.
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It is Good 8ense and Real Eoonomy to Use

"SALADA"

CEYLON NA{URAL GREEN TEA in preference
to Japan because it goes just about twice as far. It
is sold in sealed lead p:ckets the same as the cele-
brated ‘“SALADA” Black Tea.

26c¢ and 40c per

Practical Economy says

v “ROYAL" BRAND

The best is always cheapest in
the end.
look as good in the store, but it is
service that tells.
Brand Clothes hold their shap-
liness and perfect fit as long as
the fabrics wear.
are made right.
best tailors make their best suits,
yet cost only about half as
much.

Be economical.
that wear.

“Royal”’ Brand

the most popular clothing in
Canada.

Other clothing may

6 Roya] .

Because they
Built like the

Buy clothes
Insist on having

Best Clotn ers everywhere

Rovar Brand

—~
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sell It

This label on the inner pocket of every *“‘Royal”

Brand Coat. Look for it.

Trudell & Tobey

SOLE AGENTS, CHATHAM.

BEST SGRANTUN COAL

AT LOWEST PRICES.
Prompt delivery can be made now.
Telephone 54.
Office—Opposite G. T Ry. Hotel,Queen

Street.

J. G. STEEN.
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We Want Your Trade

If quality and price are con-
sidered, we are confident
we can satisfy you.

Here is something for break{ast : —

Quaker Jats, Banner Oats, Lafe Chip,
Malta Vita, Swiss Food, ete

FARLEY'S
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FIRE PROTECTION !
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This sadrytime Beware of fire!
See that you are provided with a
good long ladder, it many save you
many dollars! The Waggoner Ex-
tension ladder is the strongest and
lightest ladder made. Just what I
want during the fruit season,
on hand a good stock of the best
step-ladders. Call and inspect them.

Office King St. T. 0. O'ROURKE
Chatham
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GIBSON -
PICTURES

GIBSON

STUDIO.
.Cor. King and Fifth Sts

CHATHAM,
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EYE

SIGHT =
PRIGELESS..

Don’t neglect any little trouble
with your eyes—it may be a
great big trouble before long.

Our examination by a skilled
Optician is both FREE and
FAIR—if there is nothing
wrong we'll tell you.  All kinds
of Optical Goods on hand.

A A JORDAN

SIGN OF BI CLACK,

CHATHAM.
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BAKING

Give your wife a chance
and she’ll bake bread like
that mother used to make,

For rolls and biscuits—
that require to be baked
quickly there’s nothing like
Gas.

THE CHATHAM GAS CO

Limited.
King St. "Phone 81
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The Hot
Wash Tub.
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