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would serve to bring the coast cities into closer relations with the Kootenuy
towng would be welcomed, hut unfortunately the matter had not been dealt with
exuctly in that spirit. A great deal of discussion had taken place at Ottawa
rw:nulun: the hmldmu of the line from Robson to Penticton, and also in regard to
bnilding that towards the const. There had been 4 contest at Ottaws b
Mr. Heinz nd the Vancouver, Victoria & 1 people, and it became
to everyone that that contest was not one in which the welfare of the people .,(
1 nee cut any particular tigure, but wus eatirely a question between two
or rather between two rival sets of promoters, as to who could get
ething out of the chart It was announced that these two parties having
ilway charters w! m nothing, except for a fl~\\ hundred in fees, had
ote to an agreement by which the spoils were to be divid but one of them
frankly annow
he had not reeeived suffici hat is a matter again
present Government had uniformly lulthl \\lu-n in Opposit and was
which had been much discussed in the I J and the
the arguments were hased was that
ont of the simple promotion of railw,
whatever was nlnm- in railway promoting should be done by substantial capitalists,
Mr. Martin said he hud o it denl of experience with people who have )
Iway charters, and it had invariably been his esperience, and the experience
of the people of Canada, that the system of granting a bonus to a company of
men without eapital had resnlted in the railway being held back and not built os
soon as it otherwise would have been, and in the publi being diverted
into the pockets of men who had done nothing. That is th [ thing that
wust stop, that onght to he stopped money which v this Hounse
should he used in that way, and that state of things has g to the iden,
it is a ne in the Dominion, that the state should build, own and
nmanage its 15, even though the railroad be run at a loss, for legisla-
tion ean be brought to bear to bring n in the interests of the people and not allyw
it to be ru ninst the interests and, to use a common expresion, for the
purpose ¢ cinching™ the people it supposed to benefit,
The Vanconver, Vietoria & Eastern Railway had  been  much discussed
in Vancouver during the late election, and the prineiple now enunciated had been
Inid down by the Opposition, then and that 0 and the present Govern-
ment having been returned to office on the strength of the promises it had
made in this regard, the proper course to adopt seemed to be to wipe aw all
these provisions, exeept in so far as rights might have acerued, and to leave
the matter of railway construetion open for the present Government to deal with
us best it might. When the matter of building railw came up the Govern-
ment cou'd then deal with it on the lines it had suggested when in Opposition,
aeting upon the principles for which it had fought so strongly and which had
been accentuated so emphatically in the last campaign.

a maltter
principle upon which
0 maun slu»uhl be allowed to make money
without investing any money, but that

MR. TURNER said he would like to ask the Attorney-General if he was to
understand that the present Bill will be amended so that it will not affect the
grant to the British Columbia Southern or Crow’s Nest line or the Robson to
Boundary or Robson to Penticton lines,

HON MR. MARTIN said that with the exception of the British Columbia
Southern that was so expressed in the Bill.

MR. TURNER: *“I am glad to hear it.” e looked upon the Bill as a mea-
sure of repudintion—nothing more and nothing le "he Attorney-General had
strayed far from his text and had made a purely political speech, neglecting the
suhjeet matter of the Bill almost entirely. In this course he (Mr. Turner) did
not propose to follow. The Attorney-General had said that the late Govern-
ment had made certain econtracts that were not contracts at all; in the m-\t
breath he had pronounced the agreement between the railway men and the G
ernment a contract with certain conditions or restrictions,  As to the Vi ’
Vancouver and Eastern Ra , anyone familiar with the nature and eon: ons
of the country to be traversed would know we that the building of the road
conld not be a possibility without a substantial subsidy being granted. The his-
tory of the promotion of that line was well known too. Tt was a line which if
construeted  would prove of the greatest advautage to the Provinee, bringing the
Const and the Kootenays into tonch, and conferring prosperity upon the lower
Fraser, Vancouver City, Vietoria City, and Vancouver generally. There had
never been, nor conld there be, any chanece of getting such a road built for such
a subgidy as British Columbia alone conld give, this being clearly evidenced by
the histe of the Crow's Nest road, which evideneed that no matter how rich
the country traversed might be, the road could uu' be constructed without the
1 1 ting the assist of the There had been every
renson to lu-lwn- when this bargain was made \\llh the Vi torin, Vancouver
and Eastern people that the Dominion would meet the Provinee in its efforts to
secure the construetion of the line, and that the road by this time would be
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