
eonttruot tha Railrotd npoa rMcitiaff whit
the Culonial LegitliturM litre alrrady
ngTftd toontribute towards the great object.

If it iliould be iuppoied by the Brillili Go-
verninenttlial thrie Coloniea *hou)d contri-

bute all the fundi neceuary for the comple-
tion of tile whole work, it appear* to be a far

more eligible courio for thrae Colnniei toim-
pote reciprocal dutieaupon all countriea, and
apply the proceed* icrupuloualy lo the forma-
t on of the Railroad, than tu adopt Mr.
Huwei'i proposition to obtain a loaa from
the HritUh Government.

Hucireationit relative to the forniittlon
of a Hallroad from Halifax to
Quebec, submitted to tbe Riirbt
Honble. Earl Utey, In narcht 1847t
through J. B. Uniackef Enq^ Secre*
tary of tbe Railroad Committee of
Nova Scotlat

I suppose all parties are now waiting for

the aotiun of Government, and their atten-
tion is too much occupied ic cnaea of life and
death ander their immediate view* to admit
of deliberate consideration of Co.onlal Inter-
ests; but if there ever we -e a time when a
Colonial Secretary was competent to the
task of carrying out a large, comprehensive,
and well digested pan for the improvement
of the N'ortli American Colonies, we confi-
dently believe that we have now, in the per-
son of Earl Grey, tha very statesman we re-

quire. We believe, also, that His Lordship
will be ably seconded by our Governor Ge-
neral, Mhn, we anticipate will do more for

the welfare of these Provinces, than any of
his predecessors have been capable of doing.
You have probably had interviews with
Lord Grey, uiid must probably the Railroad
has been the subject ofconversation and you
may possibly be in possession of His Lord-
ship's views. Rumour states that they are
tavurable tu a confederation of these Colo,
nies. The completion of the Railroad will

leave ni> apparent obs'acle in the way of such
u measure, as the co-imunicalion between
Halifax and Quebec w.il be as easy as be-
tween Halifax and Annapolis, and the Su-
preme Courts of Justice can ti.en beheld in

the different Provinces of the Governinent
with as much ease and at no greater interval
of time than now exis s in the sitting of our
Supreme Courts in the difTerent counties of
this Province. Besides, the transport of

troops and the munitions of war wou'd be so
much lacilitated, that two-thirds, or perhaps
one half the number of troops would be more
efficient in repressing any disturbances in

the Provinces or repelling a foreign foe, than
are now rendered necessary by the difficul-

ties of inter-communication. Such being
my opinion, in which I trust you will coin-
cide, the formation of the Riilroad is essen-
tially of such character as tu entitle it lotho
consideration of the Colonial Secretary, and
through him that of tho Imperial Govern-
ment.
Y"u may perhapp enquire, what saggenti-

nns i have to make, to induce the Imperial
Parliament to engage in so extensive and et-

*ln Iieltnd.

pemsive an undertaking for these Colonies,
which might call for an expenditure of three

or four millions of rn>;ney. I cannot state

my views in extensu in this corai!i<nnicationt

but your intimate knnwiedire of the subject
will enable you lo comprehend alt the matter*
in connection therewith winch I may oinil.—

1 have not access to the Crown l.iand Depart*
ment for the inlorniation which it may af-

ford, but Earl Grey ran by his command ac-

quire accurate knowledtre ; it i* said there

are about live million acre* of Crown Land
upon the proposed line of Railroad. Tbi*
immense tract of land is nnw of very small

value, but weir the Railroad completed it

wou!d produce as <"nny pounds, including

the numerous stations which might be re
quired on the line as depots for articles to be

forwarded by the Rail CnrR, which would
command a price of at least an hundred
pounds per acre.

The Railroad line would traverse immense
coal fielils now of no value, but it is believed

that wt-re the line completed, the transport

of coals to Quebec and Halifax, would ifcon-
ducted by the Guvpriiinent and without re-

servation ofthe Royalty, defray the annual
expense. It has been asserted that an inex'

haustible supply uf coals can be placed In the

Rail cars at a sum not exceeding 3s per chal'

dron and the ditrHrenceh'-tween thutsumand
tho selling price at Hulit'as and Quebec
would acrrue to tho Rsilioad as a orofit.—

•

The Rail Engines would niso receive their

supply in p.issing to and fro, at that small

price. It may be said that this arrangement
would inteifere with the rii!htsof the mining
company, but surely the Government might
effect a compromise, as the company cannot
now, nor ever work these mines unless the

Railroad be completed. There can be little

doubt therefore, that for an object of such
imp3rianee they would relinquish a mi 'v-

poly which already bears very hard upot ,!'.'.•

Interest of these Provinces. Besides, thtsii*

Shipping P<irt<i of Sydney and Piotou could
not be interfered with.

Thus you may perceive that if my views
approach correctness, abundant funds will

be furnished for tbe completion of the work
by the Government, who would then have
the entire manaifeinent of its concern^, with-'

out any interference, together with its colla-

teral powerful auxilliary, the Electric Tele-

graph, which in time of wnr, it would be nf
immense importance to possess. Alt tbe

troops in these Colonies might be conceu'
trated in one spot in the course of two or

three days after notice, and as fresh and pre-

pared for action us at the hour they might
I'.'ave their respective barracks.

It seems only necessary that the Imperial
Parliament should siinotioii the advances tor

thit R.tilroad until < o xpleted, and then the

lan'ls, the mines, and minerals, would most
probably repiiy the whole adviince.

But as these Colonies >vill be much bene*
fitted by the Railroad, it is not too much' tu

expect, and I think little doubt can b» en-

tertained that they will cheerfully jrrantone
tenth part of their net revenue tor 10 years,

towards so important an object. The euni

thus granted by \'en Colonial Le|;isl»iure,


