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as there are in Europe. This is a great disad-
vantage to trade.

732. Tlio Sirail of (lilraUnr, on fhe nortliHiwt, is a narrow
jiassag - .nnocting tlio Mediterranean Sea witli flip. Atlantic
Ocean. Tlie Hvd Sat and tho (iu)f „f Aden are on UiC ea.st,

i

and the Gulf of (luinca is on the west.
Within a few years tlio Suez Canal has been constructed

from I'ort Said on tho Mediterranean, to Sue/. .„, the (lulf
I of Suez. Ships are thus able to pass from the .Mediterranean
to tho Red Sea, and greatly shorten tli(Mr route between

I Europe and India.

j

The principal capes are-a<«, a,Hmhifni, iU„>d Hone, and

^

73*]. The principal islands on tlie coast arc -

I

Hocntr-,, Mmhujamir, liouvlmn, and Mmirltius, on
:

tho east
;
and tlu- Mwleira Mauds, Cmwn, Island,,

I

C«;7« Ferd Islands, and St. JMena, on tlui uest.

734. Madagascar is one of the largest islands in tho world.
It h,as ab,nit half as many inhabitants as the l)omini.,n ofCanada. Tatianarim is the capital.

73.'-,. St. Helena is a small rocky island. Napoleon I ofirance was so troublesome, disturbing all Europe with hiswars, that after the Battle of Waterloo, the British Ooveri i-
ment biuushod him to St. Helena.
Area.- 7.'i(i. Africa is nearly one and a half times the size of

iNortli America.

Surface. -737. Tliat part of Africa whicli
borders on the sea is generally quite low; the
interior is table-land.

The mountains are not so grand as those in the
other great divisions of the Earth. TJie Atlas
Mountains lie along the north

; the Kmig Moun-
tains and the Cameroon Monntahis are near the
Gulf of Guinea

; the Snow .Mountains are in the
south

;
and the Mountains of Abyssinia, and other

mountains, extend along the east.

Rivers and Lakes. -738. Africa has four large
river, the .V.&, the Ni.er, the Congo, and the Zal-
best. The large lakes are, Albert ,Y,jnnza, Victoria
^yanza, Tanganyika, and Nyassa. Lake Tchad
IS also an important lake. The lakes of Central
Africa have not i,«.a fully explored

; hence their
size and form are not accurately known.

<3p. The NUe is a very long river, as long a« the Missis-
«il-l)i, and It IS the most remarkable liv.r in the worldMany ag(.s ago, when only the northern part of .Vfrica was
known, pe<>i)lo wondered where the waters of the Nile enne
tiom, It seems .strange t.i see so great a river flowing hun-
dreds and liundreds of miles through countries in which it
never rains. And tliiii every year, in th- month of June,
without any rain or aiy Miia" stream.s Houing in, the river
begins to rise, .and f,.r three luunths it rises higlu^rand lii-her

I

until all JOgypt is covered with water ! But in modern times
travellers have gone far back into the niidtlle of Africa and
discovered tho .sources of this strange river. Hero at tho
lupiator they have found two i;t,ge lakes, which they have
named the ViHoria Nyanza and tho Albert NmiKa from
which the river flows. They have discovered other' mors
aLso, which come from the mountains of Abyssinia, and lelp
to form the great Nile. In the- early summer months, the
nains fall in torrents on the mouutaius, and the waters rush
d.iwn until they come to Egypt, vv hen; the laud is so level
and the river-banks so low, that they flow over ;i the
country.

740. Tlu^ Niger, in We.-tern Africa, flows through a hot
m.arshy, and unhealthy country.

741. The Congo, in South. . n Africa, has its .source in Lake
ianganyika. ^ext to tho .mazon it is the largest river in
the world.

742. The Zambesi is noted r . its great cataract k.umn as
\ ictona Falls.

Climate and Products. 743. Africa is the hot-
test part of the Earth, an, I a large portion of it

consists of rainless deserts. South of th(^ Atlas
Mountains is the great Sahara, the largest desert

I

in the world, on which rain seldom falls, and where
it is so hot that eggs can be ccoked in the burning
sand.

744. Travelling through Airica from north to
south, we first cross the Barbary States, which
have a temperate climate, and ield grain, olives,

grapes, and mulberries. On th< Atlas Mountains
are forests of oak, beech, and juniper. Tlie snow
lies deep on the cold summ'ts th nigh the winter,
and in the spring it melts and sen is .streams to the
lowlands. Tlie stre.ams on the .outhern slopes
flow down to the borders of the desert, forming
many a cheerful .spot on the niargir of that dreary
waste

; ])ut they .are soon lost in f.-.o Imt sand or
in salt lakes. This region is occupied by wander-
ing shepherds. Just as we found near the deserts of


